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SAVE 15% OFF EVERY REGULAR PRICED
CD & VINYL IN STOCK WITH COUPON!

CURTIS MAYFIELD * BEYONCE * B.B.KING

THE ROOTS * MILES DAVIS * ALICIA KEY

S
ARETHA FRANKLIN * SHARON JONES
ERYKAH BADU * LAURYN HILL * KENDRICK LAMAR

AND SO MANY MORE!
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The Skanner News

lack theater stands

as a dynamic and

powerful force,

weaving narratives
that reflect the diverse
experiences and rich cul-
tural heritage of Black
communities in Ameri-
ca.

From its early pio-
neers to the vibrant
productions of today;,
Black theater has been a
cornerstone of artistic
expression, providing a
platform for storytell-
ing, cultural preserva-
tion and social commen-
tary.

The roots trace back to
the 19th century when
Black artists faced the
challenges of racial dis-
crimination and limited
opportunities in the per-
forming arts.

Despite these obstacles,
talented individuals like
Ira Aldridge emerged
as pioneers, breaking
barriers to become one
of the first Black actors
to gain international ac-
claim. Aldridge’s success
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PREVIEWS: MARCH 27 & 28
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THURSDAY & FRIDAY 7:30PM | SUNDAY & SATURDAY 2PM
BRUNISH THEATRE, 4TH FLOOR, 1111 S.W. BRORDWRY AVE., PORTLAND, OR

TICKETS ON SALE NOW
AT PASSINART.ORG
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Broadway, 1930

in classical theater paved
the way for future gen-
erations, illustrating the
transformative power of
the stage.

Harlem Renaissance

The Harlem Renais-
sance of the early 20th
century marked a signif-
icant period of cultural
and artistic flourishing
within the Black com-
munity, and the theater
was no exception. Play-
wrights such as Langston
Hughes and Zora Neale
Hurston infused their
works with the vibrancy
of the Harlem Renais-
sance, addressing social
issues and celebrating
Black culture.

The era saw the rise of
the New Negro Move-
ment, which aimed to
challenge racial stereo-
types and promote a
more positive represen-
tation of African Ameri-
cans in the arts.

Black Arts Movement

The Black Arts Move-
ment of the 1960s and
1970s further propelled
Black theater into the
spotlight.

Playwrights like Amiri
Baraka and Ed Bullins,
among others, used their
works to explore themes
of identity, systemic op-
pression and the quest
for self-determination.
This period laid the
groundwork for the es-
tablishment of theaters
dedicated to showcasing
Black voices and stories,
fostering a sense of com-
munity and empower-
ment.

Contemporary Theatre
In the contemporary
landscape, Black theater
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Robinson in Brown Buddies, on

continues to thrive, with
a diverse array of voices
contributing to its vibran-
Cy.

August Wilson, hailed
as one of the most signif-
icant playwrights of the
late 20th century, crafted
a monumental body of
work known as The Pitts-
burgh Cycle, which delves
into the Black experience
across different decades.
His plays, including
“Fences” and “The Piano
Lesson,” have earned criti-
cal acclaim and numerous
awards.

On Broadway, works
such as “The Color Pur-
ple; “Hamilton” and
“A Strange Loop” have
achieved immense suc-
cess, further under-
scoring the demand for
diverse narratives that
resonate with audiences
of all backgrounds.

The influence of Black
theater extends beyond
Broadway, with region-
al theaters, communi-
ty-based  organizations
and independent produc-
tions contributing to the
richness of unique and
ever-evolving Black story-
telling.

Black theater remains
a powerful vehicle for so-
cial commentary, cultural
celebration and the explo-
ration of the human expe-
rience.

From the pioneers who
paved the way to the con-
temporary artists who
continue to shape the nar-
rative landscape, Black
artists are ensuring that
the stage remains a space
for the authentic and di-
verse voices of Black com-
munities to be heard and
celebrated.



