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munity, Elisha encour-
aged the community to
keep faith in their nation.

Horizon of hope

Elisha's example pow-
ered Walker’s message.
At Princeton, Walker en-
couraged the black sem-
inarians not to counte-
nance a nostalgia for the
past. In moments of deep
discouragement, Walker
said, distressed people
tend to retreat into a ro-
manticized past.

“In the jargon of the
street,” Walker said, “it
sounds like this: ‘Child,
don’t you wish it was like
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it was back in the good
old days....”

“And vyet,” he declared,
“not by any wishing or
hoping or praying or
anything else can we
find any day when things
were better. There was
no such day!”

Walker proceeded to
caution his audience
against maintaining
the status quo. Walker
proclaimed, “Whatever
dream of life it is we en-
vision for our children,
ourselves, our commu-
nity, our church, we will
never bring it to our fin-
gertips unless it begins
first with some initial
risk.”

For Walker, challeng-
ing the status quo was a

There’'s power in diversity.

VWe believe there is power in bringing together a broad range of people and backgrounds. VWhich
is why Pacific Power has always supported diversity in the workplace. With a more diverse
workforce we can innovate solutions that save you money and benefit the environment. Explore
choices at pacificpower.net.

% PACIFIC POWER

POWERING YOUR GREATNESS

Pacific Power is an equal opportunity employer committed to diversity.

Our mission is to win the lost for Jesus,
deliver those with addictions and
teach God's people to win.

We invite you to worship with us!

to make a donation, log onto www.mfhmportland.com

or call 503-488-5481
or you may send it to
My Father's House Ministries P.O. Box 873756 Vancouver, WA 98687

'

Civil rights and Union leaders sing ‘We Shall Overcome™ at the

!

conclusion of the Selma to Montgomery civil rights march on March
25, 1965 in Montgomery, Alabama. Stephen F. Somerstein/Getty

Images

fundamental aspect of
existence.

“The elemental char-
acter of life is one that is
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moving and dynamic,” he
said.

Walker closed his ser-
mon by urging the audi-
ence to embrace hope-
filled struggle. But he did
not deny the desperate
reality.

Instead, in the face of
despair, he urged the
young seminarians to
take a risk of faith and
build a future that has
not been. For Walker,
that meant “doing, try-
ing, moving toward
things which have never
been tried before.”

Hope in democracy

The lasting testament
of black public faith is its
affirmation of new possi-
bilities during moments
of deep doubt. Rather
than relying on a myth
of the past or upholding

the status quo, Walker
offered the seminarians
at Princeton a new vision
of a political community.

“What I'm saying to
you,” Walker declared,
“is that I have the ulti-
mate faith that we are
going to find a tranquil-
ity with justice in this
nation, in this world. We
must! And it is conceiv-
able it could happen in
our time.”

Many Americans are
angry with the state of
the political system. And
acts of racial bigotry and
religious intolerance
have become far too or-
dinary.

In such times, Wyatt
Tee Walker’s words can
remind people to muster
hope and keep faith with
the possibilities of Amer-
ican democracy while
continuing the struggle
for a just society.



