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Mourning for Nipsey Hussle Goes Well Beyond His Music

Hussle, killed Sunday at 33, is remembered for
entrepreneurship and philanthropic work that went
well beyond ‘giving back’

By Jonathan Landrum
and Andrew Dalton,
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES —
Nipsey Hussle thought
Marathon Clothing could
be a seed to revive the
impoverished Los Ange-
les community where he
grew up.

The 33-year-old rapper
and his business part-
ner purchased property
in the Crenshaw neigh-
borhood, intending to
knock it down and erect
a six-story residential
building atop a commer-
cial plaza, with Mara-
thon as its anchor.

But as Hussle stood in
that same plaza Sunday
afternoon, he was shot
and killed. On Mon-
day, the mneighborhood
he sought to improve
mourned him for much
more than his music.

Hussle’s philanthropic
work went well beyond
the usual celebrity “giv-
ing back” ethos, and po-
litical and community

leaders were as quick
and effusive in their
praise as his fellow hip-
hop artists.

“Nipsey’s activism,
leadership and dedica-
tion to community was
an inspiration for Cal-
ifornians and beyond,’
tweeted California sen-
ator and presidential
candidate Kamala Har-
ris. “His senseless death
leaves us worse off.”

By Monday, hundreds
of people formed a cir-
cle in front of the closed
store to pay their re-
spects. A memorial of
candles, flowers and
paintings of Hussle took
shape in front of the store
and in the parking lot.
Blaring loudly through
several speakers, some
of Hussle’'s popular
songs were being played
including “The Weather,”
“Double Up” and “Hussle
& Motivate.”

Some shed tears. Many
mourners pulled out
their phones to docu-
ment the scene. Oth-

ers velled, “Long live
Nipsey.”

Dontae Coleman, 28,
who lives in the neigh-
borhood, fell to his knees
and cried and called Hus-
sle “alegend.”

“Someone changed his-
tory yesterday,” he said,
referring to the gunman.

Coleman commended
the rapper for trying to
uplift his own communi-
ty first instead of simply
going elsewhere.

“A lot of people who
get rich don’t come back
here,” he said. “He’s rare.
A lot of people like him
don't come around of-
ten”

Denise Francis Woods,
a neighborhood resident
who is running for City
Council, remembered
Hussle as a teen who ap-
peared unlikely to do
much of anything.

“He used to sell his
demo tapes right here
on these corners for S5,
Woods said. “He would
stand out here and hand
them out. People would
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UNIVERSITY OF OREGON PRESENTS:

The 27th Annual "
Good in the Hood ':

Multicultural Festival
FRIDAY-SUNDAY, JUNE 21-23

King School Park, NE 6th Ave & NE Humboldt St, Portland

Jazz « Blues « RGB « Latin « Pop Conscious Hip/Hop « NEO-Soul « DJ intermission
Food - Market Place « Informational Village « Kids Space « Parade
Legacy Emanuel Medical Center’s “Trauma Nurses Talk Tough” $6 discounted bicy-
cle helmet sale and free health screenings, Saturday, June 22, 12-4pm
New! Movie in the Park, Friday night June 21 featuring the movie “Black Panther”
Hours: Kick-off Party, music by DJ Pryce, hosted by MC Seezinin, Friday June 21
King School Park 6-10pm. Parade (NE MLK), Saturday June 22, 11am.
Festival continues, Saturday and Sunday June 22-23, 11am to 10pm.

Interested in becoming a Food Vendor, selling merchandise at the Market Place, haveing an information booth
in our Information Village, participating in the Parade, becoming a Kids Space sponsor or volunteering at this
year's festival? Contact GITH Hotline at 971-302-6380, or visit www.goodnthehood.org
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Homeownership opportunity for current and former
residents of N/NE Portland.

Affordable family-size condos will be available for purchase to qualifying N/NE Preference Policy applicants.
Preference given to current and former residents of N/NE Portland. Apply for preference April 22-May 3, 2019.

Find out how to apply for N/NE housing preference at
www.portlandoregon. gov/PHB/preference or call 503-823-2375
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Fans of rapper Nipsey Hussle gather at a makeshift memorial in the parking lot of the Marathon Clothing
store in Los Angeles, April 1. Hussle was Killed in a shooting outside his clothing store on Sunday.

tease him. They didn't
think that this would
work out and look what
happened. He perse-
vered, he stayed in, he
never gave up.” The ef-
fort took him to a whole
other level “where he
ended up owning prop-
erty on the same corner.”

An autopsy performed
Monday found that Hus-
sle’s death was a homi-
cide, caused by bullet

veal a motive or publicly
identify any suspects.
Two other men standing
near Hussle were shot

and wounded.
Los Angeles Police
Commissioner Steve

Soboroff tweeted that
he and Police Chief Mi-
chel Moore had agreed
to meet with Hussle on
Monday to talk about
ways to stop gang vio-
lence.

wounds to the head and Hussle, whose real
torso. Police did not re- name was Ermias Asghe-
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Genealogical

Register Now:

Skanner

April 27 at SE

10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. $25

April 28 at GFO

9:30a.m.-Noon

Learn How To Find
Your Ancestors

www.gfo.org/roots

With Generous Support From:

Forum of Oregon E e ERILEIANE;

$15

Author of Black Roots: A Beginners Guide
to Tracing the African American Family Tree

Featured on Finding Oprah’s Roots

dom, was an Eritre-
an-American father of
two who was engaged to
actress Lauren London.

His hip-hop friends
and other stars, includ-
ing Rihanna and Snoop
Dogg, mourned on social
media, with many point-
ing out his particular
role in uplifting African
Americans.

“I'll. remember the
beauty that he saw in
our community. And the

See Hussle on page 9

Discover Your Roots
with Tony Burroughs




