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News

Soccer Team 
Rescued From 
Cave Expected to 
Leave Hospital

CHIANG RAI, Thailand 
(AP) — The youth soccer 
teammates rescued af-
ter 18 days trapped in a 
flooded cave in Thailand 
are expected to be re-
leased from the hospital 
Wednesday and to speak 
about their ordeal.

A news conference 
with the 12 boys and 
their coach was being ar-
ranged for the evening in 
the northern city of Chi-
ang Rai, where the boys 
have been recovering 
in a hospital since last 
week. A conference hall 
that was being prepared 
as the venue for the news 
conference was decorat-
ed as a soccer field.

Government spokes-

man Lt. Gen. Sansern 
Kaewkamnerd said doc-
tors, social workers and 
psychologists would 
participate in the news 
conference to filter ques-
tions and ensure the 
boys’ well-being. The me-
dia will not be allowed to 
interview the boys after 
the news conference.

The Wild Boars team-
mates had entered the 
Tham Luang cave on June 
23 for a quick, relaxing 
excursion after soccer 
practice. But rain began 
falling while they were 
underground, and the 
water filled the caverns, 
cutting off their escape.

Divers found the group 

huddling on a spot of dry 
ground deep inside the 
cave 10 days later, hungry 
but generally healthy. 
An international team 
of rescuers using diving 
equipment and pulleys 
extracted the 12 boys and 
coach through the tight, 
flooded passageways 
over three days, conclud-

ing July 10.

Elon Musk 
Apologizes 
for Calling 
Rescue Diver a 
Pedophile

BANGKOK (AP) — Tes-
la and SpaceX CEO Elon 
Musk has apologized for 
calling a British diver 
involved in the Thailand 
cave rescue a pedophile, 
saying he spoke in anger 
but was wrong to do so.

There was no imme-
diate public reaction to 
Musk’s tweets from div-
er Vern Unsworth, who 
in colorful language in 
a TV interview had ac-
cused the Tesla founder 
and SpaceX engineers 
of orchestrating a “PR 
stunt” by sending a small 
submarine to help divers 
rescue the 12 Thai soccer 
players and their coach 
from a flooded cave.

“My words were spo-
ken in anger after Mr. 
Unsworth said several 
untruths ...” Musk tweet-
ed.

“Nonetheless, his ac-
tions against me do not 

justify my actions against 
him, and for that I apolo-
gize to Mr. Unsworth and 
to the companies I repre-
sent as leader. The fault 
is mine and mine alone.”

Musk’s Sunday tweet, 
later deleted, had sent in-
vestors away from Tesla 
stock, which fell nearly 
3 percent Monday but 
recovered 4.1 percent on 
Tuesday. Unsworth told 
CNN earlier this week 
that he was considering 
legal action. He did not 
respond to repeated re-
quests from The Associ-
ated Press for comment.

Intense 
Government 
Bombing of 
South Syria 
Opposition 
Holdout

BEIRUT (AP) — Talks 
to cede the largest oppo-
sition holdout in south-
western Syria to the 
government have failed, 
triggering an intense 
overnight bombing cam-
paign on the densely 

Duangpetch Promthep, one of the boys rescued from a flooded cave, is greeted by relatives at his home in 

Mae Sai district, Chiang Rai province, northern Thailand, Wednesday, July 18, 2018. The 12 boys and their 

soccer coach rescued from a cave in northern Thailand left the hospital where they had been recuperating 

and appeared at a news conference Wednesday, saying the ordeal made them stronger and taught them 

not to live carelessly. 
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