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How Big is Gig Economy? Government
Study Shows How Little We Know

By Christopher Rugaber,
AP Economics Writer

5 Lessons on Peace |

percent in 2015 from a decade ear-
lier, to 23.6 million.

And the Federal Reserve re-
leased a report last month that
said nearly one-third of Ameri-
cans rely on side jobs or so-called
“gig” work to supplement their
incomes.

So what might explain the dis-
parities between the govern-
ment’s report and other research?

Here are areas where econ-
omists agree with the report’s
conclusions, where they found it

lacking and why it all matters:

Gig economy hype is overdone

You may be able to grab an Uber
in every big city. But that doesn’t
mean the nation as a whole is en-
gulfed by people finding work
through mobile apps. The gov-
ernment’s report appears to put
the “gig economy” in proper per-
spective: Such jobs hardly seem
to represent the future of work
in America. Katz and Kruger’s

WASHINGTON — Look around,
and it seems more Americans are
working outside traditional full-
time jobs — whether as freelance
graphic designers or indepen-
dent contractors or Uber drivers.

Or maybe not. A government
report this week suggested that
the proportion of such jobs hasn’t
budged in the past decade. Yet the
data carries limitations that indi-
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ats are incredible

creatures that make

excellent com-

panions. Sigmund
Freud once said, “Time
spent with cats is never
wasted.” I agree. Their
majestic, independent
and self-sufficient per-
sonalities are truly to
be respected. More of-
ten than not, when I find
myself frantically rush-
ing to make a deadline,
I catch my cat Soleil qui-
etly sitting and watching
me. She rarely seems
stressed, frequently
naps under rays of sun-
shine and never misses
a meal. After years of liv-

Dr. Jasmine's tabby cat enjoys the warmth from the sunlight
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3. Cats understand that
money can’'t buy hap-
piness.

I've purchased a cornu-
copia of cat toys from ex-
pensive pet boutiques to
amuse Soleil. Of course,
in true cat fashion, she
finds more joy playing
inside a paper bag and
swatting at my ponytail
palm tree. As a material-
istic society, we see im-
ages bombarded every
day on television and on
social media. Cats are an
honest reminder that

cate there’s still plenty

we don’'t know about
the evolving U.S. job
market.

The Labor Depart-
ment’'s report con-
cluded that more than
15 million Americans
were working as in-
dependent  contrac-
tors, on-call workers,
temporary  workers
and for contract com-
panies as of May 2017.
That’s equal to about
10.1 percent of the
American workforce,
down slightly from
10.8 percent when the
government last con-
ducted the survey, in
2005.

That conclusion
contradicts a body of
academic research
that has found a sig-
nificant increase in
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ing under her reign, I've true happiness comes what economists call
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have mastered the art of
comfort and they know
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will most likely find a re-
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ing from a ledge, they do
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