
  May 9, 2018  The Skanner  Page 9

News

Parkland 
Senior 
Postpones 
College to 
Push Gun 
Reform

PARKLAND, Fla. 
(AP) — Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas 
student David Hogg 
says he wants voters 
to know which law-
makers are backed by 
the National Rifl e As-
sociation before the 
mid-term elections.

The #NeverAgain 
leader and high school 
senior says he’s post-
poning college for 
a year to engage in 
gun-reform activism, 
focusing mostly on 
getting students and 
others registered to 
vote for the elections 

and raising awareness 
about gun lobbies.

Hogg also told The As-
sociated Press on Mon-
day that he’s not sure 
what to choose for a ca-
reer. He says he’d like to 
spend time fi guring that 
out, potentially doing 
several internships. He 
says he’s interested in 
politics, journalism and 
environmental science 
— and could run for of-
fi ce someday.

He says he also wants 
to spend as much time as 
possible with his young-
er sister, a freshman.

By Lauren Victoria 
Burke (NNPA Newswire 
Contributor)

R
apper Meek Mill sat 
down with NBC’s 
Lester Holt to talk 
about his experi-

ences in the criminal jus-
tice system for a Dateline 
interview that will air on 
Sunday, May 6.

“I had eight years of 
probation that turned 
[into] 16 years of proba-
tion,” Mill said in a pre-
view of the interview. 
“Something is not work-
ing,”  in the criminal jus-
tice system.

TMZ.com reported that 
Judge  Genece Brinkley 
amended the order re-
garding Mill’s bail con-
ditions, “and he now has 
approval to travel out-
side of Pennsylvania’s 
Montgomery County for 
scheduled business ac-
tivities.”

According to TMZ.com, 
“The amended order also 
gives Meek approval to 
live in Montgomery Co. 
The original bail con-
ditions required him to 
live in neighboring Phil-
adelphia County. Meek 
still has to submit to at 
least one urine test per 
month.”

Aft er being sentenced 
for violating probation 
and spending almost 
fi ve months in pris-
on, Philadelphia rap-
per  Meek  Mill  was re-
leased on April 24.

The Pennsylvania Su-
preme Court ordered 
an immediate release 
for  Mill,  whose real 
name is Robert Rihmeek 
Williams, and also in-
structed the judge in his 
case to assign an “unse-
cured bail.”

On Twitter, Mill 
thanked God, his family 
and his public advocates 
for their love, support 
and encouragement.

“While the past fi ve 
months have been a 
nightmare, the prayers, 
visits, calls, letters and 
rallies have helped me 
stay positive,” Mill tweet-
ed.

Mill added that he 
planned, “to work close-
ly with my legal team to 

overturn this unwar-
ranted conviction and 
look forward to reunit-
ing with my family and 
resuming my music ca-
reer.”

Mill  was given a two- 
to four-year prison sen-
tence in November 2017 
for violating his proba-
tion stemming from a 

2008 gun and drug case.
According to Pitchfork.

com, when Judge Genece 
E. Brinkley sentenced 
Mill, she “cited  a failed 
drug test, violation of 
court-ordered travel re-
strictions, and two mis-
demeanor arrests: for 
reckless driving involv-
ing a motorcycle in Man-
hattan and for an alleged 
altercation at the St. Lou-
is airport.”

Pitchfork.com also re-
ported that, “Charges in 
the New York case are 
set to be scrubbed from 
Meek’s record in April, if 
he avoids further viola-
tions; the St. Louis charge 
was reportedly dropped. 
Regardless, she gave him 
the two- to four-year sen-
tence.”

Mill’s case garnered 
the attention of civil 
rights activists across 
the nation, and was cited 
as an example of a broken 
criminal justice system. 
Celebrities including 
Jay-Z, Colin Kaepernick, 
T.I. and New England 
Patriots owner Robert 
Kraft  also took interest 

in the case.
On the same day he 

was released, Mill  was 
spotted at the Philadel-
phia 76ers playoff  game 
against the Miami Heat. 
Mill sat next to comedi-
an Kevin Hart and 76ers 
co-owner Michael Ru-
bin, another supporter. 
The 76ers won the game, 

which marked the team’s 
fi rst playoff  series win 
since 2012.

“We applaud the 
Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court for directing 
Judge Genece Brin-
kley to immediately re-
lease  Meek  Mill  from 
prison, underscoring 
what we already knew, 
he did not deserve to be 
imprisoned in the fi rst 
place,” stated Rashad 
Robinson, the execu-
tive director of Color of 
Change. “This decision 
sets an important prec-
edent against the unjust 
jailing of so many Black 
and Brown people for 
petty probation viola-
tions.”

Robinson continued: 
“Meek’s case is just one 
example of how the ex-
cessively punitive crimi-
nal justice system targets 
Black people every day 
and turns prisons into 
profi t-generating insti-
tutions.”

Robinson noted that 
thousands of people are 
illegally detained in Phil-
adelphia jails on unjust 

probation and parole vi-
olations every day with-
out a hearing or the pos-
sibility of posting bail.

“Together with money 
bail, probation detain-
ers are one of the largest 
drivers of mass incar-
ceration,” Robinson said. 
“With the Pennsylvania 
Supreme Court decision, 
we proved that when our 
communities hold those 
in power accountable, 
we can expose our racist 
criminal justice system 
and stop  its dispropor-
tionate impact on the 
lives of Black people.”

Lauren Victoria Burke 
is a congressional corre-
spondent for the NNPA 
Newswire. Lauren also 
works independently as a 
political analyst and com-
munications strategist. 
You can reach Lauren 
by email at  LBurke007@
gmail.com and on Twitter 
at @LVBurkeus

Being a carpenter isn’t just a job. It’s a way of life. 
We’re devoted to strengthening the lives of our 
members with steady work, wealth and personal 
growth.

We take a stand for our members and all workers. 

We work together to lead the building industry in 
safety, training and compensation. We create rich 
lives for our members and partners.

To learn more about becoming a union carpenter, 
go to NWCarpenters.org.

A career you can be proud of.

PORTLAND: 1636 East Burnside, Portland, OR 97214  |  503.261.1862

HEADQUARTERS: 25120 Pacifi c Hwy S, #200, Kent, WA 98032  |  253.954.8800
NWCarpenters.org

More than 20,000 members in the Pacifi c Northwest.

Philadelphia rapper Meek Mill was freed from prison on Tuesday, 

April 24. 
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Rapper Meek Mill Calls for Criminal Justice Reform

While the past fi ve months 
have been a nightmare, the 
prayers, visits, calls, letters 
and rallies have helped me 
stay positive“
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#NeverAgain leader David Hogg


