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Arts & Entertainment

WIDE RELEASE 

FILMS

Bad Samaritan (R for 
violence, drug use, per-
vasive profanity and 
brief nudity) A sus-
pense thriller revolving 
around a car valet moon-
lighting as burglar (Rob-
ert Sheehan) who breaks 
into the home of one of 
the restaurant’s rich cus-
tomers (David Tennant) 
only to find a kidnapped 
woman (Kerry Condon) 
tied up there. With Car-
lito Olivero, Jacqueline 
Byers and Lisa Brenner.

Overboard (PG-13 for 
suggestive material, 
profanity and partial nu-
dity) Romantic comedy, 
loosely based on the 1987 
classic of the same name, 
flips the script to revolve 
around a spoiled, filthy-
rich playboy (Eugenio 
Derbez) who is duped 
by his maid (Anna Faris) 

into believing they’re 
married when he devel-
ops amnesia after falling 
off his yacht. With Eva 
Longoria, John Hannah 
and Swoosie Kurtz. 

Tully (R for profanity, 
sexuality and nudity) 
Mackenzie Davis han-
dles the title role in this 
New York City dramedy 
about a nanny who forg-
es an unlikely friendship 
with the mother (Charl-
ize Theron) of the three 
kids she’s caring for. 
With Mark Duplass, Ron 
Livingston and Elaine 
Tan. 

INDEPENDENT & 

FOREIGN FILMS 

102 Not Out (PG for ma-
ture themes) Bollywood 
comedy based on a play 
of the same name about 
a 102-year-old geezer’s 
(Amitabh Bachchan) at-
tempt to make it into the 
Guinness Book of World 
Records as the oldest 
man alive with the help of 
his 75-year-old son (Rishi 
Kapoor). Featuring Jimit 
Trivedi and Mukesh Ha-
riawala. (In Hindi with 
subtitles) 

The Cleanse (R for pro-
fanity and some sexual 
references) Midlife cri-

sis comedy about an un-
employed, heartbroken 
slacker (Johnny Galecki) 
who gets a new lease on 
life when he falls for a 
fellow lost soul (Anna 
Friel) at a spiritual re-
treat with a hidden agen-
da. With Oliver Platt, An-
jelica Huston and Loretta 
Walsh. 

The Con Is On (Unrat-
ed) Mob comedy about a 
couple of con artists (Tim 
Roth and Uma Thurman) 
who flee England for L.A. 
to pull a big jewel heist to 
repay a debt owed the no-
torious gangster (Maggie 

Q ) on their tail. Support-
ing cast includes Sofia 
Vergara, Parker Posey 
and Crispin Glover.

The Desert Bride (Un-
rated) Paulina Garcia 
plays the title character 
in this romance drama, 
set in Buenos Aires, re-
volving around a 54 
year-old housekeeper 
who falls in love with 
a traveling salesman 
(Claudio Rissi) soon after 
being fired by the family 
that had employed her 
for several decades. (In 
Spanish with subtitles)

The Guardians (R for 
violence and sexuality) 
Tale of female empower-
ment set in rural France 
during World War I 
where a matriarch (Na-
thalie Baye) hires a teen-
age orphan (Iris Bry) to 
help her daughter (Laura 
Smet) work the family 
farm while the men 
(Cyril Descours, Nico-
las Giraud and Oliv-
ier Rabourdin) are 
fighting on the front 
lines. Supporting cast 
includes Glibert Bon-
neau, Xavier Maly 
and Mathilde Viseux. 
(In French with subti-
tles)

Ray Meets Helen 
(Unrated) Keith Car-
radine and Sondra 
Locke play the title 
characters in this ro-
mantic fantasy about 
two suddenly-wealthy 
strangers whose 
paths cross serendipi-
tously. With Keith Da-
vid, Jennifer Tilly and 
Kim Wayans.

RBG (PG for mature 
themes and mild epi-
thets) Reverential bi-
opic chronicling the 
career of Supreme 
Court Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg. Fea-
turing commentary 
by Gloria Steinem and 
Nina Totenberg. 

The Son of Bigfoot 
(PG for action, peril, 
mature themes and 

mild epithets) Animated 
adventure about a teenag-
er (Pappy Faulkner) who 

embarks on an epic quest 
in search of his long-lost 
dad (Christopher L. Par-

son) only to discover that 
he’s a legendary, ape-like 
creature.

Kam’s Kapsules: Movies Opening Friday, May 4
Kam 
Williams

Kam’s 
Kapsules 
Movie 
Reviews

‘Overboard’ is loosley based on the 1987 classic of the same name

‘The Desert Bride’

SHOWTIMES
The Week of  

Friday, May 4 through 
Thursday, May 10 

7818 SE Stark St, Portland, OR 97215
503-252-1707  •  AcademyTheaterPdx.com

Babysitting: Children 2 to 8 years old. Fri: shows starting between 3:30 pm and 8 pm. Sat - Sun: shows starting 
between 1 pm and 8 pm. $9.50 per child for the length of the movie. Call to reserve a spot, no drop ins. 

PACIFIC RIM: UPRISING  
(PG-13)  
Fri-Thu: 4:30, 9:45 

A WRINKLE IN TIME (PG)  
Fri-Thur: 12:00, 7:15

GAME NIGHT (R)  
Fri-Thur: 5:05, 9:25 

PETER RABBIT (PG) 
Fri-Thur: 12:10, 4:40

 

CALL ME BY YOUR NAME (R)  
Fri-Thur: 11:55, 7:00 

PHANTOM THREAD (R) 
Fri-Thur: 2:25, 6:45

THE GREATEST SHOWMAN (PG) 
Fri-Thur: 2:15

THX 1138: DIRECTOR’S CUT (R) 
Fri-Thur: 2:40, 9:35

$4 adults, $3 senior citizens (65+),  
$3 for kids (12 & under)

FILM REVIEW: ‘Kings’ Stars Halle 
Berry as Mom Frantically Searching 
for Kids During Rodney King Riots 

By Kam Williams
For The Skanner News

O
n March 3, 1991, five LAPD of-
ficers were caught on camera 
beating an unarmed Black man 
who had led them on a high-speed 

chase instead of pulling over as direct-
ed. That driver, Rodney King, suffered a 
broken ankle, a broken cheekbone, and 
numerous skull fractures and chipped 
teeth in the assault by billy clubs. 

A year later, riots broke out all over 
South Central L.A. after a jury acquit-
ted all the officers involved in the ar-
rest. By the time the dust had settled 
a half-dozen days later, 63 people had 
died and thousands of businesses had 
been looted and burned to the ground, 
resulting in over a billion dollars in 
damages. 

What was it like in the midst of the 
chaos and conflagration? That was the 
challenge accepted by Deniz Gamze Er-
guven in mounting “Kings,” a surreal 
saga chronicling a foster-mom’s fran-
tic search for her missing kids at the 
height of the Rodney King riots. 

You may remember that the talented 
Turkish writer/director made a spec-
tacular debut a couple of years ago 
with “Mustang,” a female-centric, com-
ing-of-age adventure which landed an 
Oscar nomination in the Best Foreign 

Film category. “Kings” is just Erguven’s 
second feature-length movie, and her 
first in English. 

While the ambitious offering earns 
an A for the convincing way in which 
it recreates pandemonium, it only gets 
a C for coherency. For, the film unfolds 
less like a traditional narrative than 
a series of loosely-connected, impres-
sionistic vignettes.

It stars Academy Award-winner Hal-
le Berry (for “Monster’s Ball”) as Millie 
Dunbar, an overworked single mom 
with eight foster kids. When civil un-
rest breaks out, she embarks on a quest 
to round them up with the help of her 
agoraphobic next-door neighbor, Obie, 
the last White guy living in the ‘hood. 
The hunky shut-in, played by Daniel 
“007” Craig, summons up the courage 
to get out of the house for the sake of 
Millie’s missing brood.

The plot thickens when the two are 
mistaken for looters by a gruff cop 
(Kirk Baltz) too overwhelmed by the 
situation to listen to any explanations. 
Millie and Obie end up handcuffed to 
each other which might not be entire-
ly bad, since the close quarters affords 
them an opportunity to get better ac-
quainted. So who knows, the old maid 
might even find a man in the midst of 
the mayhem. 

‘Kings’ is a surreal saga chronicling a foster-mom’s (Halle Berry) frantic search for her missing kids at the 

height of the Rodney King riots

See ‘KINGS’ on page 7


