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News ]
‘It Was Life or Death, Says Man Who Snatched Gunman’s AR-15

29-year-old Nashville resident James Shaw, Jr.,
wrestled gun out of shooter’s hand

By SHEILA BURKE
Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — The man
who snatched an AR-15 rifle from a
gunman at a busy Tennessee restau-
rant says his was a “selfish” act of
self-preservation and he doesn’t con-
sider himself a hero. Never mind that
he is being credited with saving several
other lives.

“When I grabbed the barrel of the
weapon it was hot, but I didn't care. It
was life or death,” said James Shaw Jr.,
a 29-year-old Nashville resident who
found himself wrestling with the sus-
pect after four people had already been
fatally shot at a Waffle House bustling
with patrons early Sunday in Nashville.

Shaw joined law enforcement offi-
cials and Nashville’s mayor at a news
conference Sunday, some 12 hours after
the shooting, his right hand bandaged.
Waffle House CEO Walter Ehmer, who
was also on hand, thanked Shaw for his
bravery.

“You don't get to meet too many he-
roes in life,” Ehmer said before ad-
dressing Shaw, who dabbed at tears in
his eyes. “We are forever in your debt.”

Shaw said that after going to a night-
club he had decided to stop with a
friend early Sunday at a Waffle House.
The first one he visited was too crowd-
ed with overnight patrons, so he ended
up going to another in Nashville.

As he entered the Waffle House, he
was just two minutes ahead of the gun-
man, seating himself at a counter.

Suddenly he heard a loud noise,
thinking at first that freshly washed
plates had crashed from a stack in the
restaurant. But he said he saw restau-
rant workers running and turned and
saw a body near the front door as the
gunman burst in.

It was then that he realized he was
hearing gunshots.

“I looked back and I saw a person ly-
ing on the ground right at the entrance
of the door, then I jumped and slid ... I
went behind a push door — a swivel
door,” Shaw said. “He shot through
that door; I'm pretty sure he grazed my
arm. At that time I made up my mind ...
that he was going to have to work to kill
me. When the gun jammed or whatev-
er happened, I hit him with the swivel
door.”

Shaw said as they began wrestling he
grabbed the hot barrel of the gun, ig-
noring his own pain.

“He was kind of cussing while we
were wrestling around. When I finally
got the gun he was cussing like I was in
the wrong,” he said. “It wasn't any kind
of talking between us; I just knew I just
had to get that away from him.”

Of the gun, he added: “I grabbed it
from him and threw it over the coun-
tertop and I just took him with me out
the entrance.”

Shaw said after getting the man out of
the Waffle House, he ran one way and
saw the suspect, naked save for a jacket,
going another way. Police arrested the
suspect Monday after massive man-
hunt.

Shaw said a bullet apparently grazed
him on one elbow and he fell and hit his
knee as he escaped, landing in the hos-
pital for a time early Sunday.

“I didn’t really fight that man to save
everyone else. That may not be a popu-
lar thing,” said Shaw, a Nashville native
who went to college in Tennessee and
now works as a wireless technician. “I
took the gun so I could get myself out”
of the situation.

He said he was glad others were
saved.

When Shaw’s father went to visit him
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Waffle House hero James Shaw, left, gets a standing ovation after speaking during a press conference
Sunday, April 22, 2018, in Nashville, Tenn. Shaw wrestled the gun from the shooting suspect. Behind Shaw

is police spokesman Don Aaron.

in the hospital early Sunday before he

was released, he had one piece of ad-

vice for his son: “Don’t do that again.”
“I take no pride in him charging a

Memo: VA Pick Jackson
Said to Have Crashed Car
While Drunk

WASHINGTON (AP) — President
Donald Trump’s pick for Veterans
Affairs secretary showed “a pattern”
of questionable prescription drug
practices and drunken behavior, in-
cluding crashing a government vehi-
cle while intoxicated and doling out
a large supply of a prescription opi-
oid to a White House military staff
member, according to a summary of
allegations compiled by Democratic

staff of a Senate panel.

The two-page summary details
complaints it received from 23 former
and current colleagues of Dr. Ronny
Jackson, who has served as a White
House physician since 2006.

The memo released by Democrats on
the Senate Veterans Affairs Committee
said they were told of multiple inci-
dents of Jackson’s intoxication while
on duty, often on overseas trips. On
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loaded gun,” James Shaw Sr. said. “I do
take pride in him helping save the lives
of other people.”

World News Briefs
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Rear Adm. Ronny Jackson, center, President Donald
Trump's choice to be secretary of the Department
of Veterans Affairs, walks down a stairwell to
avoid reporters and cameras as he leaves a Senate
office building after meeting individually with
some members of the committee that would vet
him for the post, on Capitol Hill in Washington,
Tuesday, April 24, 2018.
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