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News

By THOMAS 
BEAUMONT and BILL 
BARROW
Associated Press

DES MOINES, Iowa 
(AP) — Democrats 
searching for potential 
presidential candidates 
may fi nd some in an un-
likely place: city hall.

A handful of Democrat-
ic mayors from around 
the country are consider-
ing the race in 2020, tak-
ing early steps in Iowa, 
which holds the fi rst ma-
jor contest of the presi-
dential campaign.

Los Angeles Mayor Eric 
Garcetti visited Iowa last 

week in hopes that his 
experience running a big 
city and facing touchy 
issues like immigration 
might distinguish him in 

a fi eld with few tradition-
al contenders.

No mayor has ever 
gone straight from city 
hall to the White House, 
though former mayors 
have served as president. 
But could a mayor make 
the leap?  “I don’t see why 
not,” said New Orleans 
Mayor Mitch Landrieu, 
among the Democrats 
seeking to raise their 
profi les.

“The mayors of some 
American cities are 
running cities that are 
bigger than some coun-
tries. We run police de-
partments and deal with 
public safety. We deal 

with a plethora of issues, 
and we’re on the ground,” 
Landrieu said. “We’re 
very accountable.”

He and other mayors 

say they aren’t worried 
about the idea that Amer-
icans might want can-
didates who have more 
experience at the nation-
al level. Aft er all, Repub-
lican President Donald 
Trump was elected with-
out ever holding offi  ce. 
And mayors oft en claim 
a closer connection to 
their constituents than 
that of U.S. senators and 
representatives.

Being governor has 
been a more reliable 
stepping stone, but of the 
50 states, only 16 have 
Democratic governors 
today, and few seem to 
be weighing 2020 cam-
paigns. Democrats hold 
only half of the gover-
norships they did 25 
years ago.

And while Sens. Bernie 
Sanders, a Vermont inde-
pendent who challenged 
Hillary Clinton for the 
2016 presidential nom-
ination, and Elizabeth 
Warren, D-Mass., get at-
tention in Washington, 
some mayors are getting 
attention by taking ac-
tions on issues on which 
congressional Demo-
crats, in the minority 
party in Congress, have 
been stymied.

Mayors interested in 
running include New 
York’s Bill De Blasio, Pete 
Buttigeig of South Bend, 
Indiana, and Julian Cas-
tro, a former San Anto-
nio mayor who served as 
housing secretary in the 

Obama administration.
Landrieu leaves offi  ce 

in New Orleans next 
month, and he’s already 
ramping up a national 
book tour promoting his 
eff orts to remove some 
Confederate monuments 
in his iconic city.

Garcetti’s mission in 
Iowa is to make it clear to 
activists that his big-city 
experience is attractive 
on the national stage.

His city has roughly 
4 million people, about 
a million more than the 
entire state of Iowa. He 
heads a police depart-
ment of 30,000 and over-
sees the nation’s busiest 
seaport.

De Blasio, whose city is 
more than twice the pop-
ulation of Los Angeles, 
was the guest at a Dem-
ocratic-leaning activist 
group’s annual dinner in 
December.

Garcetti and others 
have stepped forward on 
national issues such as 
immigration, a burning 
concern for Democrats 
in Iowa angry with the 
Republican-controlled 
Legislature and GOP gov-
ernor for enacting legis-
lation last week outlaw-
ing “sanctuary cities.” 
That’s a term for juris-
dictions that limit local 
involvement in federal 
immigration enforce-
ment.

Garcetti promotes his 
opposition to such mea-

sures in Los Angeles, 
among cities that don’t 
assist with federal im-
migration enforcement, 
where he has created a 
$10-million legal defense 
fund for immigrants 
threatened with depor-
tation and defi ed U.S. Jus-
tice Department calls for 
local police to assist with 
enforcement of federal 
immigration laws when 
no serious crime has 
been committed.

Landrieu, as president 
of the U.S. Conference of 
Mayors last year, was vo-
cal among the more than 
300 mayors last year who 
opted for their cities to 
join an international cli-
mate agreement aimed 
at reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions, aft er the 
Trump administration 
withdrew the United 
States from it.

“It’s a more hands-on 
job which can produce 
both more tangible re-
sults and a greater bond 
with your constituents,” 
Democratic pollster Paul 
Maslin said. “At a time 
when frustration with 
all things Washington, 
federal government, is at 
a peak, and state govern-
ments are facing tough 
budget limitations, may-
ors start looking pretty 
good.”

Follow Beaumont at 

@TomBeaumont and Bar-

row at @BillBarrowAP.
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Will Democrats Find a Presidential Hopeful at City Hall?

In this Feb. 24 fi le photo, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti speaks at the 2018 California Democrats State 

Convention in San Diego. Garcetti, like other Democratic mayors considering the presidential race in 

2020, is hoping to show party activists that his experience running a city can preview success on the 

national scene. He planned to make his debut in Iowa on April 13, talking to union carpenters, seeing 

representatives from the Asian, Latino and LBGTQ communities and headlining a county party dinner.
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The mayors of some Ameri-
can cities are running cities 
that are bigger than some 
countries. We run police 
departments and deal with 
public safety. We deal with a 
plethora of issues, and we’re 
on the ground
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