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By Nariman El-Moft y
Associated Press

CAIRO — The U.N. is 
voicing alarm over the 
spread of HIV in Egypt, 
where the number of 
new cases is growing by 
up to 40 percent a year, 
and where eff orts to 
combat the epidemic are 
hampered by social stig-
ma and a lack of funding 
to address the crisis.

The virus that causes 
AIDS, U.N. offi  cials say, 
is infecting more young 
and adolescent people 

than any other age group.
Egypt, home to some 

95 million people, ranks 
behind only Iran, Sudan 
and Somalia in the Mid-
dle East for the rate at 
which the epidemic is 
spreading, according to 
U.N. fi gures. In Egypt, pa-
tients are oft en jailed on 
trumped up charges and 
ostracized by society. The 
disease is associated with 
homosexuality, which is 
not explicitly illegal but 
is widely seen as a trans-
gression against religion 
and nature in the conser-

vative, Muslim-major-
ity country.

“There is a 25-30 
percent increase in 
incidents every year... 
It’s is alarming to us 
because the growth 
of the epidemic and 
the discontinuation of 
interest from donors 
in funding,” Ahmed 
Khamis, of the U.N. 
AIDS agency, told The 
Associated Press.

Estimates of the 
number of people liv-
ing with HIV in Egypt 
vary. UNAIDS says 
there are over 11,000 
cases, while the coun-
try’s Health Ministry 
estimates the fi gure to 
be around 7,000.

The rise in the num-
ber of new infections, 
however, is not in dis-
pute.

“Most recently, we’ve 
been seeing people of a 
much younger age group 
infected with the virus. 
There is a higher risk 
now for adolescents and 
youths than in the past,” 
said Khamis.

“We don’t have exact 
numbers, but this is 
what the evidence we are 
seeing on the ground is 
suggesting,” he added, 
explaining that the lack 
of funds is hampering 
Egypt’s capacity to pro-
duce precise fi gures.

Patients who require 
surgical intervention 
are oft en unable to ac-
cess basic health care at 

hospitals because of the 
associated stigma, UN-
AIDS offi  cials said.

The virus can be spread 
through sexual contact, 
as well as contaminat-
ed needles or syringes, 
or blood transfusions. 
It can also be passed 
from infected women to 
their babies at birth or 
through breast-feeding. 
But in Egypt, the virus 

is widely associated with 
homosexuality, which is 
seen by many Egyptians 
as a lifestyle choice.

In a recent conference 
on AIDS, Islamic schol-
ar and cleric Ali al-Jifri 
spoke about the stigma 
and discrimination sur-
rounding HIV and AIDS 
patients. “A person di-
agnosed with HIV is a 
human. We should never 
question their diagno-
sis,” he told the confer-
ence.

A Christian priest, Bo-
lous Soror, told the con-
ference that Egyptians 
should accept others, 
regardless of their HIV 
status.

Shunned by society, 
it is not uncommon for 
patients to contemplate 
suicide.

Ahmed, 40, is one of 
them. He has been trying 
to gain asylum status in 
the U.S.

“I do not want to be 
living a life always feel-
ing strapped down and 
imprisoned,” he told his 

therapist during a ses-
sion attended by an AP 
reporter. Fearing fur-
ther stigma, he asked that 
he be identifi ed only by 
his fi rst name. 

One woman told the UN 
she found it hard to live 
in a society that rejects 
people carrying the vi-
rus. 
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BEAUTY SALON & 
BARBERSHOPS

We’re Here and We’re 
Not Going Anywhere

Deans Beauty Salon 
& Barbershop
OREGON’S OLDEST 

BLACK BEAUTY SALON 

& BARBERSHOP

Serving our community since 1954

215 & 213 NE Hancock
Portland, OR 97212

503.282.3379  Salon

503.282.3388  Barbershop

STYLISTS:

Kim • Sylvia • Kaycee • Pearl

BARBERS:

Curtis • Pearl

REQUEST FOR BIDS
Portland International Airport (PDX) 
Parking Additions and Consolidated 

Rental Car Facility (PACR)

Electrical Trade Partner

Bids Due: 2:00pm PST, Jan. 5, 2018

JE Dunn Construction invites written and sealed 
proposals for qualifi ed Trade Partners to provide 
preconstruction and design-assist services for Elec-
trical Work on the PACR project. Upon successful 
preconstruction participation, the intent is to award 
the Trade Partner a contract to furnish and install 
the Electrical scope of work.

A pre-proposal meeting will be held at the Port of 
Portland HQ, Anchor Conference Room, 7200 NE 
Airport Way, Portland, OR 97218 on December 13, 
2017 at 10:30am PST. Any Proposal received after 
the specifi ed date and time will not be considered.

A complete copy of the RFP can be obtained by 
emailing Robert Means at Robert.Means@jedunn.
com.

Proposals must be delivered to JE Dunn Construc-
tion, Attn: Robert Means, 424 NW 14th Ave, Port-
land, OR 97209.

424 NW 14th Ave
Portland, OR 97209

Phone: 503-978-0800

JE Dunn Construction reserves the right to select 
the best value response, negotiate with multiple 
proposers, or reject all responses. This is an Equal 
Opportunity and encourages Minority, Woman, Vet-
eran, and Emerging Small Business participation.

12-6-17-1/5/17

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OF STUDENT 
EQUITY AND INCLUSION

Clark College is currently accepting applications for a full-
time Associate Director of Student Equity and Inclusion. 
This position assists the college in creating a campus 
climate that is inclusive and welcoming to all students, 
especially systemically non-dominant populations. Sala-
ry is $54,892. Apply online at www.clark.edu/jobs

12-6-17

BUSINESS INSTRUCTOR

Clark College is currently accepting applications for a 
full-time, tenure-track Business Instructor to teaching 
business courses, mainly accounting at the basic and 
300 level. Start date is 9/14/18. Salary is $51,500 annu-
ally. Clark College is an equal opportunity employer. Pro-
tected group members are strongly encouraged to apply.

12-6,12-13-17

DIESEL 
TECHNICIAN/
MECHANIC 

HIRING EVENT

for Portland, Gresh-
am, Clackamas and 

Wilsonville
Mechanics, Vehicle Prep 
Representatives and PT 

CDL Drivers.  

Saturday, Dec 9th 
9am-1pm.  4110 NW St. 
Helens Rd., Portland, 

OR 97219

Bring your resume for on 
the spot interviews. 

Qualifi ed applicants will 
receive job offer! RSVP 
for your spot – walk-ins 

welcome.

Call today: Penske Truck 
Leasing: 855-842-8547

12-6-17

run by the Black Panther 
Party and “disrupt distri-
bution of the BPP news-
paper.”

The documents ex-
posed in the 1976 court 
case also revealed, “mas-
sive wiretap overhears, 
including conversations 
between BPP members 
and their attorneys,” Tay-
lor wrote.

“The FBI denies they 
are surveilling (sic) our 
groups like the Black 
Lives Matter movement, 
but we told them that we 
don’t believe it and our 
information tells us that” 
those groups are under 
surveillance, said Rich-
mond.

Richmond said that the 
CBC members plan to 
present information to 
the FBI detailing surveil-
lance and harassment of 
Black organizers.

The FBI director ex-
pressed interests in 
meeting with CBC mem-
bers regularly because, 
“We are the eyes and ears 
on the ground,” and the 
CBC off ers diversity that 
the agency lacks, said 
Richmond.

Bass asked the Black 
Press to put the call out 
to their readers to let 
lawmakers know if they 
have experienced harass-
ment or surveillance, a 
request that Richmond 
echoed.

Chavis, the president 
and CEO of the NNPA, 
committed to working 
with Richmond and other 
CBC members to uncover 
stories of unwarranted 
government surveil-
lance and harassment in 
the Black community.

“People may be more 
considerate in doing 
things, if they know 
that the Black Press will 
be on their case,” said 
Leavell, the chairman of 
the NNPA. “In addition, 
it certainly shows our 
strength, if we can have a 
great impact.”
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UN Voices Alarm About Spread of HIV in Egypt
Number of new cases growing by 40 percent per year, with evidence of more cases among youth

In this Saturday, Dec. 2, 2017 photo, from left to right UNAIDS country 

manager Ahmed Khamis, Christian father Boulos Soror, Dr. Walid 

Kamal, Islamic scholar and Sheik Ali al-Jifri, and Tabah Foundation 

member Mohammed Shahin, prepare for an even part of the World 

AIDS Day 2017 national advocacy campaign at a hotel, in Cairo, Egypt. 

An alarming HIV epidemic is silently spreading in Egypt, with an 

annual growth of up to 40 percent and funds to deal with the crisis 

running out by next year, U.N. offi  cials and activists say. 
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