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World News Briefs

Aleppo Cease-Fire Collapses,
Threatening Evacuation Plans

BEIRUT (AP) — A cease-fire deal between rebels and
the Syrian government in the city of Aleppo effec-
tively collapsed on Wednesday, with fighter jets re-
suming deadly air raids over the opposition’s densely
crowded enclave in the east of the city.

The attacks threatened to scuttle plans to evacuate
rebels and tens of thousands of civilians out of harm’s
way, in what would seal the opposition’s surrender of
the city.

The evacuation was supposed to begin at dawn but
shelling resumed in the morning hours and buses
meant to be used in the pullout of rebels and civilians
returned to their depots empty. Activists and fighters
trapped in the opposition’s last sliver of territory in
Aleppo said pro-government forces had struck their
district with dozens of rockets since mid-morning.

They said aircraft resumed bombing shortly after
noon. Some shells fell near and around the one re-
maining hospital in the one-square mile enclave. It
was nearly impossible for the rescuers to account
for the dead because of the continued bombings, they
said.
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This photo released by the Syrian official news agency SANA, shows
Syrian troops and pro-government gunmen marching walk inside the
destroyed Grand Umayyad mosque in the old city of Aleppo, Syria,
Tuesday, Dec. 13, 2016. Government forces and rebel fighters have
fought to control the 12th century mosque in the last four years, until
Syrian troops seized control of it this week.

With Tillerson, Trump Keeps
Betting Big on Business Leaders

WASHINGTON (AP) — In selecting Exxon Mobil
CEO Rex Tillerson as his secretary of state, Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump is making the same bet he
asked voters to make on him: that a track record of
business accomplishment will translate into success
in government.

Indeed, Trump, the first billionaire businessman
to win the White House, is broadly testing that prop-
osition across his administration. He’s tapped fast
food executive Andy Puzder to lead the Labor De-
partment, billionaire investor Wilbur Ross for Com-
merce, financier Steven Mnuchin as Treasury secre-
tary and Goldman Sachs President Gary Cohn as his
top economic adviser. And early Wednesday, the bil-
lionaire businessman confirmed that he'd settled on
former Texas Gov. Rick Perry to be the next secretary
of energy.

But he’s taking perhaps his biggest chance on Til-
lerson, pulling an executive from the rough-and-tum-
ble world of oil production into the delicate arena of
international diplomacy. If confirmed by the Senate
— and his deep ties to Russia make that no sure thing
— Tillerson will be at the center of discussions over
the Syrian civil war, the intractable pursuit of peace
in the Middle East, and potential conflicts with China,
given Trump’s early questioning of longstanding U.S.
policy toward Beijing.

To Trump, the deals Tillerson has struck around the
world for Exxon, and the relationships he has built
doing so, are ample preparation for the challenges he
would face as the nation’s top diplomat. While Tiller-
son’s ties with Russian President Vladimir Putin are
drawing scrutiny on Capitol Hill, Trump has had good
things to say about Putin, too, and Tillerson’s connec-
tion doesn’t appear to have given him any pause.
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