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likely to use the emer-
gency room for dental 
care, according to a sur-
vey conducted by FAIR 
Health.

In all, the use of emer-
gency room bills for pre-
ventable conditions costs 
as much as $30.8 billion.

The Centers for Medi-
care and Medicaid Ser-
vices (CMS) report noted 
that health spending also 
grew rapidly in 2015, in 
part, because so many 
more individuals have 

health insurance than 
before.

There are indications 
that Americans who’d 
been sick for some time 
were seeking medical 
care for the fi rst time, 
said CMS’s Aaron Catlin, 
who worked on the re-
port.

“Following fi ve con-
secutive years of his-
torically low growth, 
from 2009 through 2013, 
health spending growth 
accelerated in 2014 (to 
5.3 percent) and 2015 (to 
5.8 percent),” Catlin and 
his team of researchers 
wrote in their report, 
that was published in the 
journal “Health Aff airs.”

“The faster growth in 
2014 and 2015 occurred 
as the Aff ordable Care 
Act (ACA) expanded 
health insurance cov-
erage for individuals 
through marketplace 
health insurance plans 
and the Medicaid pro-
gram,” Catlin said.

On a per capita basis, 
national health spend-
ing was primarily due 
to accelerated growth 
in spending for private 
health insurance (7.2 per-
cent), hospital care (5.6 
percent) and physician 
and clinical services (6.3 
percent), the CMS report 
revealed.

While Medicaid spend-
ing and retail prescrip-
tion drug spending grew 
at a slower rate than in 
2014, both contributed 
to overall health care 
spending in 2015.

In a release about the 
report, Anne B. Martin, 
an economist in the CMS 
Offi  ce of the Actuary, 
said that, “Over the last 
55 years, the largest in-
crease in health spend-
ing’s share of the U.S. 
economy have typically 
occurred around periods 

of economic recession.”
Martin continued: 

“While the 2014 and 2015 
increased occurred more 
than fi ve years aft er the 
nation’s last recession 
ended, they coincided 
with 9.7 million indi-
viduals gaining private 
health insurance cov-
erage and 10.3 million 
more people enrolling in 
Medicaid coverage. An 
additional contributing 
factor is the rapid growth 
in retail prescription 
drug spending.”

Certainly, the 2014-
2015 period was unique 
given the signifi cant 
changes in health cov-

erage that have taken 
place; health spending is 
projected to increase as a 
share of the overall econ-
omy in the decade ahead, 
Martin said.

Martin added that 
health care spending in 
the future would be in-
fl uenced by the aging of 
the population, chang-
ing economic conditions, 
and faster medical price 
growth.

Among the major pay-
ers’ spending growth 
are private health insur-
ance, where spending 

increased 7.2 percent, 
reaching $1.1 trillion.

Medicare spending, 
which increased by 4.5 
percent, reached $646.2 
billion, accounting for 
20 percent of total health 
expenditures while 
Medicaid expenditures 
increased 9.7 percent, 
reaching $545.1 billion in 
2015 and accounting for 
17 percent of total nation-
al health expenditures, 
the report authors said.

Also, total physician 
and clinical expendi-
tures reached $634.9 bil-
lion; hospital spending 
reached $1 trillion; and 

retail prescription drugs 
spending topped $324.6 
billion.

Thanks in part to the 
ACA, 20 million Ameri-
cans have health insur-
ance while about half 
bought private insur-
ance on the ACA health 
exchanges and half of 
them have coverage in 
states that agreed to ex-
pand their Medicaid pro-
grams, CMS offi  cials said.

Today, 90 percent of 
Americans now have 
health insurance cover-
age.

Aft er the ACA became 
law, 9.7 million Amer-
icans gained private 
health insurance cover-
age and 10.3 million en-
rolled in Medicaid cover-
age, CMS offi  cials said.

“Our signifi cant prog-
ress in reducing the na-
tion’s uninsured rate, 
while providing strong 
protections for Amer-
icans if they get sick, 
would not be possible 
without the Aff ordable 
Care Act,” said CMS Act-

ing Administrator Andy 
Slavitt. “As millions more 
Americans have ob-
tained health insurance, 
per-person cost growth 
remains at historically 
modest levels.”
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PROPOSALS 
POSTPONED

Grant High School Modernization
2245 NE 36th Ave., Portland, OR

Bid Package: #1 – Design Assist 
Packages, and Early Work

Request for proposals has 
been postponed until early 2017.  
Proposals are not due on 1/10/17 

as previously advertised and walk 
throughs scheduled for 12/13/16 

and 12/20/16 have been cancelled.

Sections bidding for award include: ; Mass Demo, 
Mass Abatement, Masonry/Façade Restoration, 
Roof Abatement & Roofi ng, Punched Windows-His-
toric Replacement, Punched Windows-New Profi le, 
Restoration of Existing Historic Wood Windows, 
Restoration of Existing Historic Steel Windows, 
New Skylights, Elevator, Fire Protection, Plumbing, 
HVAC, DDC Controls, Electrical, AV, Security, Tele/
Data, Fire Alarm, and Solar Power. 

We apologize for any confusion this may have 
caused.

If you have any questions, please contact Erin 
Storlie or Emily Hager.  

Email: estorlie@andersen-const.com &
ehager@andersen-const.com

6712 N. Cutter Circle
Portland, OR 97217

Phone 503-283-6712

We are an equal opportunity employer and strongly 
encourage the participation of emerging small busi-
ness, women-owned, disadvantaged, disabled vet-
erans and minority enterprises.

12-14-16

DELIVERY 
DRIVER

Weekly North Port-
land newspaper is 
seeking a driver to dis-
tribute the weekly pub-
lication in the Metro 
Portland and Greater 
Vancouver areas as 
well as other duties.  
Must be dependable 
and possess a valid 
driver’s license with 
no previous accident 
or moving citation 
and may have to sub-
mit to a random drug 
test. Contact (503) 
285.5555.

12-28-16ASSISTANT GENERAL COUNSEL

The Portland Development Commission has been the 
urban renewal and economic development agency for 
the City of Portland for over 50 years. It has been at the 
forefront of many of the City’s most iconic and recognized 
civic improvements, such as Pioneer Courthouse Square 
and Pioneer Place, the Pearl District, Eastbank Espla-
nade, and South Waterfront. It is currently undertaking 
some of the most exciting new projects in the City in-
cluding the transformation of the 12-block downtown U.S. 
Post Office property, several major projects in Lents Town 
Center projects and the new Zidell/South Waterfront de-
velopment. 

The Portland Development Commission is a workplace 
of choice with passionate staff excelling in an open and 
empowering environment and sharing a commitment to 
our collective success. The Portland Development Com-
mission is currently seeking to complement its workforce 
with an Assistant General Counsel. This position is with-
in the Legal Department and will report to the General 
Counsel.

Salary
$105,383 - $152,810, annually

To Apply
You must complete an online application and submit your 
resume and a cover letter to be considered for this posi-
tion. Please note – this recruitment closes on January 
2, 2017.

Visit www.pdc.us for the complete job announcement 
and a link to our online hiring center. PDC is an Equal 
Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

12-14-16

SUB-BIDS REQUESTED
University of Oregon – Chapman Hall 
Renovation—Bid Pkg 1.02-1.15 & 1.20

990 E. 13th Ave
Eugene, OR 97403

Bid Due Date: Dec. 16, 2016 at 
12:00PM

Voluntary Pre-Bid Meeting: Dec. 6th, 2016 – 
9:00AM – 1st Floor Chapman Hall

Fortis is seeking proposals for the University of 
Oregon (UO) Chapman Hall Renovation. The proj-
ect is owned by the UO and located at 990 E. 13th 
Ave, Eugene, OR 97403. Fortis is the Construction 
Manager / General Contractor for the University of 
Oregon (UO).

1705 SW Taylor Street, Suite 200
Portland OR 97205
Contact accepting bids:  

Natasha.Carroll@fortisconstruction.com

Faxed bids accepted as well.

Phone: 503-459-4477
Fax: 503-459-4478

OR CCB#155766

Bid info and documents are available for review at: 
https://app.buildingconnected.com/public/5430e-
7da5cdc2e0300dda7f6

We are an equal opportunity employer and request 
sub bids from minority, women, disadvantaged, and 
emerging small business enterprises.

12-14-16
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The faster growth in 2014 and 2015 occurred 
as the Aff ordable Care Act (ACA) expanded 
health insurance coverage for individuals 
through marketplace health insurance plans 
and the Medicaid program“

The Skanner Foundation
31st Annual

Martin Luther King, Jr. 
BREAKFAST
Jan. 16, 2017

www.theskanner.com/
mlk-breakfast-tickets


