Arts & Entertainment

Omar Sy: The ‘Inferno’ Interview

By Kam Williams
For The Skanner News

mar Sy is an

award-winning

actor, comedian,

comic writer and
television  personality
who has established him-
self as an international
star. With over 30 screen
credits on his impressive
resume, Omar became
a household name after
the smash hit “The In-
touchables,” his third col-
laboration with directors
Olivier Nakache and Eric
Toledano.

His performance in
that film earned Omar
a César for Best Actor
in 2012, and the movie
went on to gross over
$425 million worldwide.
And he subsequently
re-teamed with Nakache
and Toledano in 2014 for
“Samba.” This December,
he will be seen in Hugo
Gélin's “Demain Tout
Commence.”

Over the last several
years, Omar parlayed his
success in Europe into
Hollywood productions,
starring in “X-Men: Days
of Future Past” with
Hugh Jackman, Jennifer
Lawrence, and Michael
Fassbender, as well as
Colin Trevorrow’s “Ju-
rassic World” with Chris
Pratt. Both films went
on to achieve the high-
est worldwide box office
grosses in their respec-
tive franchises.

More recently, he’s
starred in John Wells’
“Burnt” with Bradley
Cooper, Sienna Mill-
er, Lily James, and Ali-
cia Vikander, as well
as in Roschdy Zem’s
French-language period
piece “Chocolat.” Here,
Omar talks about play-
ing Christoph Bouchard
opposite Tom Hanks in
Ron Howard’s “Inferno.”
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in a bus station waiting
room. Ensemble cast in-
cludes Gustavo Sanchez
Parra, Cassandra Ciang-
herotti, Fernando Becer-
ril and Humberto Busto.
(In Spanish with subti-
tles)

USS Indianapolis: Men
of Courage (R for violent
images and brief pro-
fanity) Mario Van Pee-
bles directed this World
War 1II tale of survival
recounting the Japanese
submarine torpedo at-
tack on a U.S. Navy ship
claiming the lives of over
2/3 of the 1,197 American
sailors aboard the ves-
sel. Co-starring Nicolas
Cage, Tom Sizemore and
Thomas Jane.

Kam Williams: Hi
Omar. I'm honored to
have this opportunity to
speak with you.

Omar Sy: My pleasure,
Kam.

KW: What interested
you in “Inferno”?

0S: It was the fact that
I would have an oppor-
tunity to work with a
wonderful and amazing
director in Ron Howard,
and with a legendary ac-
tor in Tom Hanks at the
same time. Also, I don't
want to spoil the story,
but I liked the script and
the idea of playing a char-
acter without a smile for
the first time.

KW: Especially since
you started out as a co-
median.

OS: Yes, as actors, we're
always looking for some
challenges, and playing a
character like Christoph,
with a twist, in a very

SHOWTIMES

THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN

(PG-13)

Sat-Thur: 12:20, 6:45, 9:30
KUBO AND THE TWO STRINGS

(PG)
Fri: 12:10, 4:30, 7:00
Sat: 12:10, 4:30

Sun-Thur: 12:10, 4:30, 7:00
HELL OR HIGH WATER (R)

Fri-Thur; 2:35, 6:30

dark thriller, was a big
challenge for me. And on
top of everything, it was
in English.

KW: I enjoyed this film
more than the first two in
the franchise, primarily
because it had more ac-
tion and less talk..

0S: Ron made Rush
prior to “Inferno.” Rush
had alot of action scenes.
Maybe he learned from
that experience. Also,
perhaps because so many
people are interested in
the issue of overpopula-
tion, we needed less dia-
logue explaining it, since
they were already famil-
iar with the topic.

KW: What would you
say is the movie’s mes-
sage?

0S: The movie explores
the issue of overpopu-
lation, and the fact that
there are several ways to
solve it. Each character
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Award-winning actor Omar Sy plays opposite Tom Hanks in Ron Howard's ‘Inferno.

has his solution. I think
the movie’s message is
that to solve the problem,
the humanity communi-
ty needs to unite and find
a global answer.

KW: Editor/Legist Pa-
tricia Turnier says: I

See INTERVIEW on page 11

The Week of

Friday, Nov. 11 through

| Thursday, Nov. 17, 2016

Fri-Thur: 9:15

RAN (R)

JASON BOURNE (PG-13)

THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS (PG)
Fri-Thur: 12:30, 2:25, 4:50

Fri-Thur; 3:15, 8:45

$4.00 adults, $3.00 senior citizens (65+)
$3.00 for kids (12 & under)

7818 SE Stark St, Portland, OR 97215

503-252-1707 * AcademyTheaterPdx.com
Babysitting: Available for children 2 to 8 years old. Fri: shows after 3:30pm and before 8:00pm. Sat - Sun: all
shows before 8:00pm. $9.50 per child for the length of the movie. Call to reserve a spot, no drop ins.

PORTLAND FIRE & RESCUE Is HIRING

BROOKLYN

REGGIE WILSON/

FIST AND HEEL PERFORMANCE GROUP
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“Multilayered dance...
a PLEASURE OF SENSATIONS™
-The New York Times

WILLAKENZII
PRESENTS

TICKETS & GROUPS
whitebi
—= THURS - SAT 8PM

S NOV 17-19

HALL, PORTLAND STATE UNIVERSITY

BE THE DIFFERENCE

‘We are here to serve and help our community.

‘ We are men and women of every race and background.

=

We are problem-solvers who work as a team.
Come join us!

Ae are Portland Fire & Rescue.

FIND OUT ABOUT THE HIRING PROCESS AT
www.portlandoregon.gov/fire/RECRUITMENT

TEST DATE: JANUARY 18, 2017

Apply online between Nov. 7—Nov. 18, 2016

Call or email our recruiter with questions:
503-823-3811/firerecruiter@portlandoregon.gov




