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Minority, Women, Veteran and Small Business 

Ceri fi cai on Guide
The Offi  ce of Minority and Women’s Business Enterprises (OMWBE) ceri fi es small businesses owned by 
women, minorii es, and socially and economically disadvantaged persons. The Department of Veterans 
Aff airs ceri fi es businesses owned by veterans. The Department of Enterprise Services off ers online self-
ceri fi cai on for small businesses.

WHY BECOME CERTIFIED?
• Being ceri fi ed may increase your marketability:

 o In the larger business community

 o To state and local government

 o To contractors who are hired by government and off er subcontraci ng opportu-
nii es.

 o Agencies and prime contractors can fi nd ceri fi ed fi rms in centralized state 
databases.

• State and local agencies set pari cipai on goals, and recognize that improving 
opportunii es for small and minority-, women-, and veteran-owned businesses 
drives innovai on and economic growth and translates to stronger Washington 
communii es.

• U.S. Department of Transportai on (USDOT) Disadvantaged Business Enterprises 
(DBE) regulai ons require state and local transportai on agencies that receive 
USDOT fi nancial assistance to establish goals for the pari cipai on of DBEs.

• State ceri fi cai on makes you eligible to apply for the Linked Deposit Program 
that can decrease interest rates on qualifi ed small business loans up to 2 percent.

TYPES OF CERTIFICATIONS
Use the chart on Page 2 to fi nd types of ceri fi cai ons, basic requirements, and 
where you can go to get more informai on and apply. The ceri fi cai ons and ceri fy-
ing agencies listed are the only ones recognized by the State of Washington.

Tip: Submii  ng the right documents the fi rst i me will save you i me. We encour-
age you to contact the ceri fying agency before fi lling out your applicai on and ask 
quesi ons throughout the process.

RESOURCES
Below are a few addii onal resources for fi rms. Please see OMWBE’s website for 
more informai on.

• Procurement Technical Assistance Center (PTAC) – No-cost assistance: Helps 
companies fi nd and bid on contracts for work with local, state and federal gov-
ernments. washingtonptac.org, info@washingtonptac.org (360) 464-6043

• Nai ve PTAC - Helps nai ve- and tribally-owned businesses apply for and fulfi ll 
government contracts. Nai veptac.org, info@ nai veptac.org, (888) 467-0240

• Washington State Department of Transportai on (WSDOT) DBE Support Services 
– Provides services to federally-ceri fi ed fi rms interested in working on WSDOT 
highway projects. wsdot.wa.gov/EqualOpportunity/dbe, DBESS@wsdot.wa.gov, 
(888) 259-9143

1 Other individuals may be found to be socially and economically disadvantaged on a case-by-case basis.


