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- News
Rep. Charles Rangel Reflects on Stellar Political Career

Longtime member of New York's congressional delegation will retire at end of this Congressional year

By D. Kevin McNeir
The Washington
Informer, NNPA Member

harles B. Rangel,
the celebrated dean
of New York’s con-
gressional delega-
tion currently serving
as a member of the U.S.
House of Representa-
tives, has always been
one who stepped to the
front of the line on behalf
of his fellow Americans.

Now, the 86-year-old
attorney, a founding
member of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus, the
first Black chair of the
highly-influential House
Ways and Means Com-
mittee, the recipient of
both a Purple Heart and
Bronze Star for service
in the U.S. Army, and the
former New York State
Assembly member who
successfully  defeated
long-time incumbent
Rep. Adam Clayton Pow-
ell, Jr. in his 1971 quest
for election to the House,
will retire from office at
the end of the congres-
sional year.

But, have no fear - the
Harlem-born  stalwart
for “the least of these”
says he plans to continue
to serve his community,
his Democratic Party and
his fellow Americans.

However, his primary
focus will be enjoying
life with his wife, Alma,
and spending more time
with their children and
grandchildren.

“After 46 years in po-
litical office, it’s going
to be strange when the
new Congress takes over
in January and I'm not
among the members,’
Rangel said.

“The emotional impact
hasn’'t hit me yet. I'm
just grateful for enjoy-
ing a career that has giv-
en me the opportunity
to improve the lives of
working people, defend
veterans, contribute to
President Obama’s his-
toric health care legisla-
tion, and rehabilitate our
nation’s public schools,”
he said.

Looking at the upcom-
ing presidential election,
Rangel said he hopes his
fellow Democrats will
follow the example of
former President Frank-

lin Delano Roosevelt and
make a significant invest-
ment in education and
America’'s  infrastruc-
ture while tackling ongo-
ing social problems and
issues related to world

remove the political cat-
aracts from my eyes,” he
said. “I now see my wife
and family in a much
clearer light. Fortunate-
ly, my wife and I are both
in good health, and so

we'll be able to enjoy this
new phase in our lives.”
“A career in politics
tends to blind you from
so much because you
have to be so committed,
maintain so much ener-

‘We'll have to wait and see what happens to the
Republican Party, but I think the party of Lin-
coln has become a coalition of very sick peo-
ple - Ku Klux Klan members, Dixiecrats and
those who hate immigrants and are opposed
to gay rights. And, they're able to hide behind
Donald Trump whose rhetoric resonates with
a large number of uneducated whites’

trade.

“We’ll have to wait and
see what happens to the
Republican Party, but I
think the party of Lin-
coln has become a coali-
tion of very sick people -
Ku Klux Klan members,
Dixiecrats and those who
hate immigrants and are
opposed to gay rights.
And, they’re able to hide
behind Donald Trump
whose rhetoric resonates
with a large number of
uneducated whites,” Ran-
gel said.

As for family matters
and his retirement plans,
the wily New Yorker said
he and his wife are excit-
ed about the future.

“We have a very long
list of things we want to
do, and we'll need to cut
it down. It will definitely
include traveling, speak-
ing engagements from
time to time, and raising
funds for City College,’
said Rangel. He earned
high praise for his lead-
ership in persuading U.S.
investors to pull out of
apartheid-based South
Africa in 1986, and for
his founding of an inter-
national affairs program
in the State Department
in cooperation with
Howard University. As
of 2015, the program has
trained over 200 “Rangel
Fellows” for positions as
Foreign Service officers
in U.S. embassies around
the world.

And, while he admits
that saying “goodbye”
won't be easy, he wel-
comes the change.

“Just talking about re-
tirement has helped me
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gy, and are
constantly
working to
succeed on
behalf of
your con-
stituents. It
takes a lot
out of you.
Soon that
will be be-
hind me.”
Rangel
continued:
“I can’t wait
to simply
wake up ev-
ery day and
spend more
time with
my wife.”
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Rep. Charles Rangel was a founding member of the
Congressional Black Caucus, the first Black chair
of the highly-influential House Ways and Means
Committee and the recipient of both a Purple
Heart and Bronze Star for service in the U.S. Army.
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They’re your dreams. Start building them.

You’ve already dreamed up the blueprints. We may be able to help bring them to life.
The U.S. Bank Home Equity Line of Credit offers competitive rates, flexible payment
options and trusted service to help you finance the lasting home improvements you've

HOME

EQUITY
LINE OF
CREDIT

=

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

Introductory rate for 6 months
Rates as low as

1.50.%

Rate available 9/11/16 - 11/11/16.
Rates are subject to change.

Call 800.209.BANK (2265),
visit a local branch,
or go to usbank.com/dreambig

Variable rate after
introductory period

4.00%

Rate shown for lines of credit:
— Up to 70% loan-to-value
— U.8. Bank Consumer Checking Package
Actual rate may be lower.
Visit usbank.com for custom rates.

*1.50% Introductory Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is available on Home Equity Lines of Credit with an 80% loan-to-value (LTV) or less. The Introductory Interest Rate will be fixed at
1.50% during the 6-month Introductory Period. A higher introductory rate will apply for an LTV above 80%. Offer is available for new applications submitted from September 11 -
November 11, 2016. After the 6-month introductory period: the APR is variable and is based upon an index plus a margin. The APR will vary with Prime Rate (the index) as published in
the Wall Street Journal. As of September 11, 20186, the variable rate for Home Equity Lines of Credit ranged from 2.62% APR to 7.20% APR. Higher rates may apply due to an increase
in the Prime Rate, a credit limit below $100,000, an LTV above 70%, and/or a credit score less than 730. A U.S. Bank Consumer Silver, Gold, or Platinum Checking Package account is
required to receive the lowest rate, but is not required for loan approval. The rate will not vary above 18% APR, or applicable state law, or below 2.12% APR — 2.55% APR, depending
on market. Choosing an interest-only repayment may cause your monthly payment to increase, possibly substantially, once your credit line transitions into the repayment period.
Repayment options may vary based on credit qualifications. Interest only repayment may be unavailable. Loans are subject to credit approval and program guidelines. Not all loan
programs are available in all states for all loan amounts. Interest rates and program terms are subject to change without notice. Property insurance is required. U.S. Bank and its
representatives do not provide tax or legal advice. Your tax and financial situation is unique. You should consult your tax and/or legal advisor for advice and information
conceming your particular situation. Other restrictions may apply. Mortgage and Home Equity products offered by U.S. Bank National Association. Deposit Products are
offered through U.S. Bank National Association. Customer pays no closing costs, except escrow-related funding costs. An annual fee of up to $90 may apply after the first
year and is waived with a U.S. Bank personal Platinum Checking Package. The Consumer Pricing Information brochure lists terms and conditions that apply to U.S. Bank
Consumer Checking Package accounts and can be obtained by calling 800.872.2657. Member FDIC. ©2016 U.S. Bank. 160494 8/16
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