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News

Portland Kwanzaa Celebrations Start Saturday

And so even though we face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, 
I still have a dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in the American 
dream.

I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the 
true meaning of its creed: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, 
that all men are created equal.”

I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia, the sons of 
former slaves and the sons of former slave owners will be able to sit 
down together at the table of brotherhood.

I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a state 
sweltering with the heat of injustice, sweltering with the heat 
of oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and 
justice.

I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a 
nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but 
by the content of their character.

I have a dream today!

I have a dream that one day, down in Alabama, with its vicious 
racists, with its governor having his lips dripping with the words of 
“interposition” and “nullification” -- one day right there in Alabama 
little black boys and black girls will be able to join hands with little 
white boys and white girls as sisters and brothers.

I have a dream today!

I have a dream that one day every valley shall be 
exalted, and every hill and mountain shall be made 
low, the rough places will be made plain, and the 
crooked places will be made straight; “and the glory of 
the Lord shall be revealed and all flesh shall see it 
together.”2

This is our hope, and this is the faith that I go back to the South 
with.

With this faith, we will be able to hew out of the mountain of 
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER: 

Trial lawyer, author 

and lifelong activ-

ist Charles Bonner 

was born in Selma, 

Ala. At the age of 

16 Bonner joined 

the Student Nonvi-

olent Coordinating 

Committee (SNCC) 

in 1963 and partic-

ipated in sit-ins, marches and other actions for vot-

ing rights in the South. Two years later he became a 

fi eld director for the organization. Bonner was one 

of hundreds who were beaten on Sunday, March 7, 

1965 by Alabama State troopers on the  Edmund 

Pettis Bridge during the  “Bloody Sunday” Selma to 

Montgomery March for the right to vote. 
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BREAKFAST

H

sponsors:

January 18, 2016
Hilton Portland, Grand Ballroom 

921 SW 6th Ave., Portland, OR 97204

8:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.

#SKBreakfast

#KingBreakfast2016

K
wanzaa, the traditional Af-
rican American holiday cen-
tered around seven core values 
(one for each day of the festi-

val), begins Saturday and continues 
through Jan. 1. This year Portland 
residents have the opportunity to at-
tend several Kwanzaa events hosted 
at various locations around the city.

Dec. 26 — Umoja — Unity
The International Center of Tradi-

tional Childbearing and the African 
American Breastfeeding Coalition of 
Oregon will hold a celebration from 
2 to 5 p.m. at Charles Jordan Commu-
nity Center, 9009 N. Foss Ave.

 Later in the day, there will be a 
traditional Kwanzaa celebration 
featuring Okropong. The event will 
take place from 6 to 9 p.m. at Matt 
Dishman Community Center, 77 NE 
Knott St. For more information, call 
(503) 288-8429.

Dec. 27 — Kujichagulia — Self-
determination

The North Portland Library will 
host an event from 2 to 3 p.m. at 512 
N. Killingsworth St.

Dec. 29 — Ujamaa — Cooperative 
economics

The REAL Program (Recovery, Em-
powerment, Achievement in Life) 

will hold an event from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. at Umoja Center, 4941 NE 17th 
Ave.

Dec. 30 — NIA — Purpose
Diverse and Empowered Employ-

ees of Portland will hold an event 
from 5 to 7:30 p.m. on the fi rst fl oor 
of Portland City Hall.

Dec. 31 — Kuumba — Creativity — 
Celebrate with a Karamu (feast)

Jan. 1 — Imani — Faith
Spend the day refl ecting on the 

good and planning on strengthening 
the bonds of family, community and 
culture.

Portland residents will have the opportunity to participate in 

Kwanzaa celebrations hosted at several locations throughout 

the city.


