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News ]
PSU to Open Meeting Centers for Black, Asian Students on Campus in 2016

ast week Portland State Universi-

ty Officials announced they would

open meeting spaces specifically

for African American and Asian/
Pacific Islander students.

The centers would be the first of their
kind on the PSU campus, according to
spokesperson Scott Gallagher. While
the university has had a Multicultural
Center since 1992, a Native American
Center since 2003, and its La Casa Lati-
na space has served Latino students
since, the school has not had meeting
spaces set aside just for Black or Asian
students. The school also operates
centers for marginalized groups who

are not racial or ethnic minorities, in-
cluding LGBTQ students, veterans and
women.

PSU spokesperson Scott Gallagher
said the administration is working with
students to find an appropriate space
and expect the centers to be fully oper-
ational by fall 2016.

“The students had requested a need
for a space specific to African Amer-
ican students and Pacific Islanders.
We heard specific students saying
that there was a need and to fulfill that
need,” Gallagher said.

Gallagher noted the number of stu-
dents of color at PSU has increased
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significantly since the Multicultural
Center opened. In 2015, 10.4 percent of
PSU students identified as Hispanic or
Latino, 7.6 percent of students identi-
fied as Asian, 3.2 percent identified as
Black, 1.3 percent consider themselves
Pacific Islanders and 5.1 percent identi-
fy as multiracial.

The centers will not just serve as a
meeting space, but will include sup-
port staff to help students navigate is-
sues such as financial aid and other is-
sues unique to being a student of color
at PSU, Gallagher said.

Just prior to this announcement stu-
dents, many affiliated with the PSU

Student Union (which is not associated
with student government) occupied
the board of trustees’ meeting room for
four hours Dec. 10.

In a statement posted to the PSUSU’s
Facebook page on the evening of Dec.
10, the group demanded the adminis-
tration disarm public safety officers on
campus; that it break ties with food ser-
vice provider Aramark; that all campus
workers receive a $15 minimum wage;
and that tuition be lowered by lowering
administrative salaries. The statement
does not mention a creation of meeting
spaces.

—Christen McCurdy
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER:
Trial lawyer, author
and lifelong activ-
ist Charles Bonner
was born in Selma,
Ala. At the age of
16 Bonner joined
the Student Nonvi-
olent Coordinating
Committee (SNCC)
in 1963 and partic-
ipated in sit-ins, marches and other actions for vot-
ing rights in the South. Two years later he became a
field director for the organization. Bonner was one
of hundreds who were beaten on Sunday, March 7,
1965 by Alabama State troopers on the Edmund
Pettis Bridge during the “Bloody Sunday” Selma to
Montgomery March for the right to vote.

BREAKFAST

January 18, 2016

Hilton Portland, Grand Ballroom
921 SW 6th Ave., Portland, OR 97204

8:30a.m.-10:30 a.m.
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