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Health Officials Report Increase in 
Edible Marijuana Intoxication in Kids 

An increasing number of King County residents are being 
poisoned by eating edible marijuana products, and health 
officials warn that children are particularly at risk. 

According to the Washington Poison Center (WAPC), the 
number of marijuana edible intoxications reported in King 
County in 2014 was 73 percent higher than in 2013, and 
there is an upward trend in 2015. Children 5 years of age 
and younger accounted for roughly 30 percent of all edible 
marijuana intoxication reports in 2014. Seventy-three per-
cent of children required evaluation at a hospital. 

Most intoxications among children occur when a child 
finds marijuana-containing products such as candy, choco-
late or baked goods left unattended in the home. 

In 2014, children under the age of 18 years accounted half 
of intoxication reports related to chocolate and candy edi-
bles, and more than a quarter of reports related to ingestion 
of marijuana-containing baked goods.

Marijuana intoxication in children can lead to anxiety 
attacks, psychotic-like symptoms, seizures, and respirato-
ry depression. Although most cases do not require hospital 
admission or result in serious illness, children often require 
extensive and costly medical evaluations to rule out other 
causes of their symptoms. 

Adults should all take steps to prevent children from mar-
ijuana intoxication and gaining access to edible marijuana.  

Edible marijuana products should be stored away from 
where children can see and gain access to them. Use con-
tainers that are securely sealed and not see-through. Con-
sider putting “Mr. Yuk” stickers on the containers. Stickers 
may be ordered from the Washington Poison Center website 
at www.wapc.org.

Adults should avoid buying edible or infused marijuana 
products that appeal to chil-
dren or look like commer-
cially available non-mari-
juana products (including 
cakes, cookies, candy such 
as lollipops and gummy 
bears). If such products are 
sold, retailers should in-
form customers regarding 
safeguarding edible prod-
ucts from children and the 
potential for serious health 
consequences for children 
who consume marijuana.

Physicians who prescribe 
marijuana for medical con-
ditions should counsel pa-
tients regarding safeguard-
ing edible products from 
children and the potential 
for serious health conse-
quences for children who 
consume marijuana.

Parents and others who 
need advice about possible 
marijuana poisoning should 
call Washington Poison 
Center at 1-800-222-1222.

Seattle City Council Puts Honest  
Elections Initiative (I-122) on Ballot

Supporters gathered in City Hall this afternoon to witness 
the City Council’s nearly unanimous vote to place Honest 
Elections Seattle (I-122) on the Seattle election ballot this 
fall. After collecting more than 33,000 voter signatures, 
Honest Elections volunteers and community members said 
they were elated to see the City Council swiftly pass the res-
olution to place I-122 on the fall ballot. The vote was nearly 
unanimous (8-1).

Key components of Initiative-122 include:

• A ban on contributions from corporations that spend sig-
nificant funds lobbying the city and corporations with 
large city contracts

• Increased fines & penalties for election law violations
• Lower contribution limits in all city races

• Tighter campaign reporting deadlines and increased trans-
parency

• An innovative campaign finance program that will give 
voters four $25 “Democracy Vouchers” to donate to the 
qualified candidates of their choice, encouraging political 
participation by a broader set of Seattleites and allowing 
candidates to finance their campaigns with small dona-
tions instead of relying on the city’s wealthiest people and 
special interests

• Spending caps for candidates that participate in the cam-
paign finance program
 

Ports of Seattle and Tacoma  
welcome multi-billion dollar state 
transportation package

The ports of Tacoma and Seattle applaud the Washington 
State Legislature’s passage of a $16.2 billion transportation 

investment package that will benefit the state’s economy 
by speeding the movement of cargo through the ports and 
freight corridors.

The ports, business and community leaders have been 
advocating for funding to complete the key freight routes 
of State Route 509 in King County and State Route 167 in 
Pierce County, which are supported in the package.

 The Washington State Department of Transportation esti-
mates a completed SR 167 could fuel job growth to the tune 
of $10.1 billion.

According to studies commissioned by the Port of Seat-
tle and cities of SeaTac and Des Moines, the completion of 
SR 509 will allow for development of more than 5 million 
square feet of office, retail and commercial space totaling 
nearly $700 million in new construction.

The transportation package also included a number of oth-
er investments to move cargo faster to and from the ports, 
including improvements on Interstate 5 at Joint Base Lew-
is-McChord and on Interstate 90 in Snoqualmie Pass. In 
total, the state will invest nearly $3.25 billion in projects 
service the Puget Sound gateway.

Seattle and NW Washington
S P O T L I G H T S

Parade

The Princesses of Elegance Drill 
Team participated in the the 

66th Annual Wallingford Family 
Parade July 11.  The parade, 

which was informally known 
as the Kiddie Parade, is the 

longest running Seafair Parade 
in the city. The parade was 

followed by a festival on 45th 
Street.
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SEATTLE COMMUNITY 
CALENDAR 2015

Thursday, July 16

HEALTHY HABITS FROM HEAD TO TOE: This is a 
fun story playtime with activities about being 
healthy all over. This is geared to families with  
preschool age children. Cost is free. 10:30 
a.m. Dupont Library, 1540 Wilmington Dr., 
Dupont.

Friday – Sunday, July 17 – 19

GROUPON BITE OF SEATTLE: The Bite features 
60+ restaurants and vendors, local wine, 
craft beer and cider tasting areas. 5 outdoor 
entertainment stages and much more. Free 
to attend. Hours are Fri – Saturday 11 a.m. – 9 
p.m., Sunday 11 a.m. – 8 p.m. Seattle Center, 
305 Harrison St.

2015 KING COUNTY FAIR: Enumclaw’s 153rs 
Annual King County Fair will see a return to the 
traditional fair format that many residents re-
member. Two free stages of live entertainment, 
carnival rides and games and a variety of fa-
vorite fair food. Admission is $7.00. Enumclaw 
Expo Center, 46224 284th Ave. SE, Enumclaw.

Saturday, July 18

3RD ANNUAL CAR SHOW 4 KIDS: Come see your 
favorite car, truck, or motorcycle. All makes 
and models will be on display. Door prizes, 
raffles, music and bake sale. This is a fundrais-
er car show to benefit the Pediatric Brain Tumor 
Foundation. 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. Coastal Farm & 
Ranch Parking Lot, 1425 Outlet Collection Dr., 
Auburn.

Monday, July 20

RENT CONTROL IN SEATTLE DEBATE: RENT IS 
OUT OF CONTROL: Debate featuring Pro-Rent 
Control Council Members Kishama Sawart and 
Nick Licata VS. Anti Rent Control Development 
Lobbyist Roger Valdez. This is a free event! 
Doors open at 5 p.m. Debate starts at 6 p.m. 
Town Hall Seattle, 8th & Seneca.

MUSIC UNDER THE STARS – FREE CLASSICAL 
CONCERT IN COLUMBIA PARK: Bring a picnic, 
stretch out on the lawn and enjoy some of the 
best classical music ever written. 7:15 p.m. – 
9:15 p.m. Columbia Park, (between Columbia 
City Library and Rainier Valley Cultural Center).

Sunday, July 26

HELP US BREAK THE GUINNESS WORLD RECORD 
FOR THE LARGEST HULA HOOP ROUTINE: We 
need 600 participants to break the world re-
cord. The simple 2.5 minute hula hoop routine 
can be performed by anyone. This is a free, 
fun event. 1:30 p.m. – 4 p.m. Everett Memorial 
Stadium, 3802 Broadway St. Everett. To view 
the routine online, please visit www.washing-
ton.providence.org/hoopitup.


