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Selma’s Lesson: The Civil Rights Struggle Continues

resident Obama
marked the 50th
anniversary of Selma

by celebrating the ordinary
heroes who sacrificed so
much to make America bet-
ter. Noting that nearly 100
members of Congress were
in the audience, he urged
them to return to Washing-
ton to strengthen the Voting
Rights Act, weakened by
the ill-considered decision
of  five  conservative
Supreme Court Justices in
Shelby County v. Holder.
Today, 50 years after Selma,
states are moving once more
to make voting harder rather
than easier.

Reviving the Voting
Rights Act is essential, but it
is not sufficient. The
marchers in Selma were
marching not just for the
right to vote, but also for
jobs and justice. And today,
Selma itself reveals how far
we have to go.

Much attention was right-
ly paid to the 103-year-old
Amelia Boynton Robinson.
In 1965, she was a leader in

RAINBOW/
PUSH

The Rev.

Jesse Jackson

We need them to
return to Washington
and raise the mini-
mum wage. We need
a jobs program for
young people in
urban America. We
need to fulfill the
easy rhetoric about

education as an answer, by
investing the most in those
who need it the most — the
sons and daughters of the
poor and low wage families.

President Obama called
out to the young to lead
once more: “It is you, the
young and fearless at heart,

the most diverse and educat-
ed generation in our history,
who the nation is waiting to
follow.” We’ve seen the stir-
rings in the BlackLivesMat-
ter demonstrations across
the country. What Selma
reminds us is that to make

America better will take
much more action to
demand what could be, and
much less acceptance of
what is.

criminal justice system. Our
schools in poor communi-
ties — ghettos, barrios and
rural areas — still suffer a
savage  inequality  in
resources and capacity.

Yes, great progress has
been made, and it is impor-
tant to recognize and
remember the courage and
costs of those who sacri-
ficed to make America bet-
ter.

But the commemoration
must be a call to action. We
should be protesting in
Selma, not celebrating. The
Civil Rights struggle was in
some respect a movement
that had three parts. The
first was ending legal segre-
gation. The second guaran-

The marchers in Selma were

marching not just for the right

to vote, but also for jobs and
justice

planning the Selma demon-
strations, and her home was
the site for Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. and legisla-
tors to gather as they wrote
the first draft of the Voting
Rights Act. This weekend,
50 years later, she joined
President Obama on the
Edmund Pettus Bridge, sit-
ting tall in her wheelchair.
Yet, her home — which
ought to be a national
memorial — now sits board-
ed up, joining other vacant
and foreclosed homes in her

neighborhood.
Selma is now 80 percent
Black. Dallas County,

where it sits, suffers the
highest unemployment in
the state at 10.2 percent.
The official figure doesn’t
count the many who have
simply given up trying to
find a job. Downtown
Selma has as many boarded
up stores as operating ones.

And of course, it is not
just Selma. African Ameri-
can unemployment remains
at more than twice the level
of White unemployment.
Only 60 percent of all
African American men have
a job of any kind, with only
one in five African Ameri-
cans 16-19 employed. We
lock up more people — most-
ly people of color — than any
other nation in the world.
The Justice Department’s
investigation of Ferguson,
Mo. showed a destructive
racial bias still stains our

teeing the right to vote. The
third, the one Dr. King knew
would be the most difficult,
was to guarantee economic
justice, equal opportunity
and a fair start for all. As
Selma shows today, and as
the Fergusons across the
country demonstrate, that
part has yet to be achieved.

President Obama was
right. It’s great to see 100
legislators at the demonstra-
tion, but we need them to
legislate, not demonstrate.

SUB BIDS REQUESTED

Jefferson County Courthouse

Bid Package #1 - Sitework, Structure,
Mechanical, Electrical, Plumbing

Bid Date for Select Scopes:
April 2, 2015 at 2:00PM

Bid Package #1 - Sitework, Structure, Mechanical,
Electrical, Plumbing

Prebid: March 16, 2015 at 11:00 AM

249 SW 3rd Street, Suite 257, Madras, OR 97741

Submit bids to: julie.hyer@skanska.com
Phone: 541-504-9525 Fax: 541-504-9529

SKANSKA

Oregon CCB: 153980
Washington Business License: SKANSUB985RT

Skanska is an equal opportunity employer and
actively requests bids from Minority, Women, Dis-
advantaged, and Emerging Small Business Enter-

prises.
3-11-15

VY Peterson Treads
Tough Terrain in New Book

This extraordinary collection of poetry
and fictional prose, chronicles the
realities and disparities of divorce,
— relationships and mental illness, within
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communities of color.

her desires for a greater America.

Portland author V.Y. Peterson hopes,
with her work, to acknowledge the
adversities that are present in
communities of color, that are
impacting life everyday such as: AIDS,
divorce, incarceration and mental
illness. She has written countless plays,
poems and short stories, that outline

Fruits of Our Labor: MY Words, MY Harvest can be purchased at
authorhouse.com, Broadway Books in Portland and amazon.com.

(503)796-9250
Avalonflowers@msn.com

avalonflowerspdx.com
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SUB BIDS REQUESTED

Beaveton School District
New Middle School

Bid Date: Thursday March 12, 2:00PM
Skanska is requesting subcontractor bids:

Project Description: We are requesting bids for the
Precast Wall Panel with brick veneer portion of this
project. This is based on SD drawings so we are
looking for cost per SF proposals.

Sealed Bids Required.
We encourage all MWESB subs to participate
Additional Information:

Contact: Michael.moore @skanska.com for ques-
tions or access to project documents.

SKANSKA

222 SW Columbia St Suite 300

Portland OR 97201
Oregon CCB: 153980
Washington Business License: SKANSUB985RT

Skanska is an equal opportunity employer and
actively requests bids from Minority, Women, Dis-
advantaged, and Emerging Small Business Enter-

prises.
3-11-15

SUB BIDS REQUESTED

Allen Fremont Plaza
221 NE Fremont St, Portland OR

Project Description: We are looking for bids for the

following scopes: Roofing, Gutters, Window Repair,
Flooring, Painting, Plumbing, and Landscaping.

Bids Due: Tuesday, March 24, 2015 at
2PM

Pre-Bid walk through Wednesday,
March 18, 2015, from 2-4pm

Project Schedule: May-July 2015

Plans and Specifications: Project documents will be
available via dropbox and hard copies can be
viewed in O’Neill Office.

Dropbox link: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/xr5hsy-
bixhg3s49/AAC_-e4ZI9FtXx4LzIBiCeE1a?dI=0

If you have any problems accessing the files please
call Ali or Kelsey directly 503-493-6045 at our office
or email at kelsey @ oneillelectricinc.com

O’NEIL INC.

4444 SE 27th Ave,
Portland, OR 97202

Contact: Ali O’Neill
ali@oneillelectricinc.com

Phone: (503) 493-6045
Fax: (503) 460-0956
CCB #129027

We are signatory with the Painter's Union. Non-
union painters please call our office if interested in
bidding.

This project is subject to Section 3 hiring require-
ments, Residential Davis-Bacon wages, and Work-
force Training requirements for subcontracts over
$100,000. Bid pricing must be held for 60 days.

We are an equal opportunity employer and request
a sub-bid from Section 3 businesses, emerging
small businesses, disadvantaged business enter-

prises, women and minority business enterprises.
3-11-15




