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News

By Arashi Young 
Of The Skanner News

T
racing Black heritage
is often a difficult
task. White people

can trace their geneology
through birth records, death
records and census data. But
due to the devastating
effects of the Trans Atlantic
Slave Trade, African Ameri-
can people are often faced
with a paucity of informa-
tion.

“Black people weren’t
recorded as people until the
1870s census,” says Gina
Paige, co-founder and presi-
dent of the genetic testing
company African Ancestry.

Where culture fails, sci-
ence can now help African
American people trace their
roots and have a deeper
understanding of their iden-
tity. On Friday Feb. 27,
OMSI is presenting an
evening of art and science
about genetic testing,
African culture and discov-
ering one’s lost heritage.

“Without genetic ancestry
tracing, there really is no
way for an African Ameri-
can to know where their
ancestry was prior to the

slave trade,” Paige said.
“The system of slavery was
designed for complete dis-
connection.”

Paige is the keynote
speaker and her speech will

cover the historical context
of ancestry tracing and the
science behind genetics.

The event will also feature
a drum and dance perform-
ance by the Sébé Kan West
African Dance Ensemble
and a special guest appear-
ance by Stic.Man of Dead
Prez.

Event organizer Karanja
Crews brought Stic.Man to
OMSI as part of his docu-
mentary “Sounds of Our
Roots.” He has been reach-
ing out to hip-hop artists to
help them discover their
African ancestry with the
intent on creating a sound-
track inspired by this jour-
ney of identity. 

A highlight of the evening

will be the public revealing
of the genetic heritage of
Stic.Man, local artist Mic
Capes and other audience
members who previously
submitted their DNA for

testing.
The submitted DNA will

be compared to the DNA
samples in a lineage data-
base. African Ancestry Co-
founder Rick Kittles spent
over 10 years working with
historians and anthropolo-
gists to develop this collec-
tion of genetic information.

The result of the genetic
test will tell the person
which present-day country
in Africa they originated
from. In many cases, the test
can also determine their
specific African ancestral
ethnic group.

Paige has witnessed a
number of people get their
genetic test results and says
it is a stunning experience.

“Immediately, people are
pretty overwhelmed,” Paige
said. “It takes some time to
sit with that information and
research that information
for it to have a deeper

impact on people.”
Crews learned his genetic

history last year; he has
Nigerian roots on his from
both sides of his family tree.
His mother’s people came
from the Yoruba tribe, while
his father’s people were
Igbo. This new information
has changed his overall
sense of identity.

“I identify myself now,
not as two continents -
African American, now I
can say I’m Nigerian Amer-
ican,” Crews said.

Paige describes this work
as being cross-cultural —
where previously there was
a void of identity and con-
nection only to a broad con-
tinent, African American

people can find kinship
within a shared history and
culture.

“It helps Black Ameri-
cans, Black people in the
diaspora to dispel some of
the stereotypes they may

have been raised with about
Africa, and also helps
Africans to connect better
with the descendents of
Africa,” Paige said.
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Where culture fails, science can now help
African American people trace their roots and
have a deeper understanding of their identity

A highlight of the evening will be the public
revealing of the genetic heritage of Stic.Man, local
artist Mic Capes and other audience members who
previously submitted their dNA for testing.

This extraordinary collection of poetry
and fictional prose, chronicles the
realities and disparities of divorce,
relationships and mental illness, within
communities of color. 

Portland author V.Y. Peterson hopes,
with her work, to acknowledge the
adversities that are present in
communities of color, that are
impacting life everyday such as: AIDS,
divorce, incarceration and mental
illness. She has written countless plays,
poems and short stories,  that outline
her desires for a greater America.

V Y Peterson Treads 
Tough Terrain in New Book

Fruits of Our Labor: MY Words, MY Harvest can be purchased at
authorhouse.com, Broadway Books in Portland and amazon.com.


