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Seattle and NW Washington

SEATTLE 2015
C O M M U N I T Y C A L E N D A R

Saturday February 28

CHIldREN’S STORYTIME: BlACk HISTORY MONTH.
Please join us as we celebrate Black History
Month. With a special story time featuring the
picture books “I Am Rosa Parks,” and “I Am

Jackie Robinson”. lear about these great
American Icons. 11 a.m. – noon. Barnes & Noble,
1530 Blake lake Blvd. Olympia.

FREE PuBlIC TOuR OF kuBOTA GARdEN. Enjoy a
free public tour of Southeast Seattle’s Secret
Treasure! Meet by 10 a.m. in the Entry Plaza. Be
sure to wear sturdy shoes and layered clothing.
This tour is about one hour long. kubota Garden,
9817 55th Ave. S. 

Sunday March 1

PANCAkE BREAkFAST FuNdRAISER. Gather your
family and friends together and join your
neighbors at our annual pancake breakfast. $5.
8 – 11:30 a.m. loyal Heights Community Center,
2101 NW 77th St. 

JAPANESE GARdEN OPENS MARCH 1 WITH FIRST

VIEWING. First viewing begins with the dramatic
flair of a Shinto Blessing. Join us at 11 a.m. A re-
opening event welcoming the general public
inside the gates for the first time in 2015. Regular
admission applies: 1075 lake Washington Blvd. E. 

Monday March 2

dR. SEuSS BIRTHdAY REAdING PARTY. Games and
crafts and lots of fun. Birthday cupcakes. Please
come dressed in your silliest clothes. Free. 4 – 6
p.m. South Park Community Center, 34th Ave. SW. 

Saturday March 7

ANNuAl SOuTH SOuNd SuSTAINABIlITY EXPO. This is
a great place to explore resources for
sustainable living in the South Sound region.
Attend and interact with over 75 businesses,
organizations and much more. 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Greater Tacoma Convention Center, 1500
Broadway. Tacoma.

If you have an event you want to share 
with the community, email it two weeks

in advance to The Skanner at
info@theskanner.com

Friends of the Public library Provides
Free Books to Seattle Teachers

More than 100 Seattle elementary school teachers will
receive free books at the Friends of The Seattle Public
Library’s annual Books for Teachers book sale this Satur-
day, Feb. 28.

The free books are made possible by a $15,000 grant from
the Renee B. Fisher Foundation. The foundation offers
grants to provide books to teachers in Title 1 schools where
at least 75 percent of the students are eligible for free or
reduced lunches. Currently there are 36 Title 1 schools in
Seattle. 

The Friends’ Books for Teachers program has helped fill
classroom libraries throughout Seattle since 2009.

At the book sale, each teacher will have vouchers to buy
up to 100 books for classrooms. Two children’s librarians
from The Seattle Public Library will be on hand to help the
teachers pick out books.

For more information about the Books for Teachers pro-
gram, contact Maggie Taylor from the Friends of The Seat-
tle Public Library at 206-612-8469 or
maggiefishing@gmail.com.

Seattle Central Encourages High
School Girls to Pursue IT Careers

More than 80 young women from seven area high schools
will visit Seattle Central College on Friday, Feb. 27 to learn
about IT careers as part of a special event called GLITTER
– short for Get Launched in Technology through Education
and Resources. Now in its eighth year, the half-day event
allows participants to connect with women who have built
successful IT careers, both on campus and in the private
sector. 

The event will feature a variety of workshops on technol-
ogy, working in the IT field, applying to college and the
navigating financial aid system, among others, to encourage
those who want attend to start thinking about higher educa-
tion. Current IT students will also offer a day-in-the-life
look at what it’s like to study at Seattle Central. During
lunch, the girls will hear from a panel of women currently
employed in the IT field. 

The program is hosted in partnership with local non-profit
IGNITE (Inspiring Girls in Technology Evolution). The
organization establishes chapters in schools across the
globe to connect young girls with female mentors and role
models who have careers in STEM fields. For more infor-
mation go to www.seattlecentral.edu.

Free help with Tax Forms at the
Rainier Beach library 

The Seattle Public Library and AARP have consolidated
the free tax preparation service available in southeast Seat-
tle. Tax help is no longer offered at the NewHolly Branch,
but remains available at the Rainier Beach Branch.

Drop-in tax help at the Rainier Beach Branch, 9125
Rainier Ave. S., 206-386-1906 is offered on a first-come,
first-served basis from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturdays
through April 11.

Due to federal budget cuts, the Internal Revenue Service
(IRS) is unable to provide the Library with certain tax forms
and instruction booklets. Most IRS forms are available
online at www.irs.gov. Black-and-white prints of the forms
may be printed from Library computers for 15 cents per
page. To request forms by mail, order online at
IRS.gov/orderforms or call 1-800-829-3676.

Tax help at the Rainier Beach Branch is provided by
AARP.

For more information, call the Rainier Beach Branch at
206-386-1906, visit spl.org/taxhelp, or www.spl.org.

learn How to Start a Business at the
Seattle Public library 

Entrepreneur and business coach Jeff Levy will present an
overview on how to start and run a business from 5:30 p.m.
to 8 p.m. Thursday, March 5 at the Central Library, 1000
Fourth Ave., Level 1, Microsoft Auditorium.

Library events are free and open to the public. Seating is
limited and registration is suggested. Parking is available in
the Central Library garage for $6 after 5 p.m.

At the workshop, Levy will share stories from his experi-
ence as a business owner and manager. Attendees will learn
the fundamentals of starting a business, including incorpo-
ration, financing, stakeholder development and how to
write a business plan. After the presentation, there will be a
question and answer period.

Levy is a nationally recognized consultant and coach to
individuals interested in exploring self-employment. Levy
was a founding member of Windswept Capital, president
and COO of Spider Staging Corporation, an officer at Flow
International, and executive vice-president and principal of
SafeWorks LLC. He is the co-author of “Making the Jump
into Small Business Ownership.”

This event is co-sponsored by the Small Business Admin-
istration (SBA) Seattle District office.

For more information, call the Central Library at 206-
386-4636 or www.spl.org.

Network with Government
Contractors at Regional Forum 

The Seattle Public Library and other regional government
entities will meet and greet businesses and organizations at
the 2015 Regional Contracting Forum (RCF) from 8 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 10 at the Washington State Con-
vention and Trade Center, 800 Convention Place, Seattle.

The event is free and everyone is welcome. Registration
is required. 

Representatives from the Library will be at the RCF to talk
about free tools and resources that support business informa-
tion needs. RCF attendees will have the opportunity to meet
government contracting representatives and network with
contractors, consultants, and suppliers all at one event.

For more information, call the Library at 206-386-4636 or
www.spl.org.

Semi-Finals for The 2015 Global
Reading Challenge Start March 3

Thousands of elementary school students from 54 Seattle
public schools are gearing up for the 20th anniversary of
The Seattle Public Library’s 2015 Global Reading Chal-
lenge, where students will compete as teams after they read
and discuss a set of 10 books. The seven semi-final rounds
will take place from March 3 through March 13 at The Seat-
tle Public Library, Central Library, 1000 Fourth Ave., Level
1, Microsoft Auditorium.

Library events are free and everyone is welcome. Regis-
tration is not required. Parking is available in the Central
Library garage at the regular rates.

For more information, call The Seattle Public Library at
206-386-4636 or www.spl.org.

Mahogany Project members Merri Anne
Osborne, Tina Austin, and Robin dawn
performed a piece about how easy it is
to fall into a cycle of debt and poverty
during the annual urban Poverty Forum,
Sunday, Feb. 22, at Town Hall.  This year’s
forum focused on the New debt and
how it effects the poor  (particularly
people of color) in the Pacific
Northwest.   The featured speakers
included Eddie Rye, host of the urban
Forum Northwest on 1150 AM Radio;
Jonathan Grant, executive director of
the Tenants union and  Pamela Banks,
president and chief Executive officer for
the urban league of Metropolitan
Seattle.

Credit Card Trap
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