
BIG BUDGET FILMS

The DUFF (PG-13 for
profanity, partying, perva-
sive sexuality and constant
crude humor) Mae Whitman
plays the title character in
this coming-of-age comedy
as a homely teen upset
about her reputation around
school as her pretty BFFs’
(Skyler Samuels and Bianca
Santos) “Designated Ugly
Fat Friend.” Cast includes
Bella Thorne, Allison Jan-
ney, Romany Malco,
Robbie Amell and Dr. Ken
Jeong.  

Hot Tub Time Machine 2
(R for pervasive profanity,
incessant sexuality, crude

humor, graphic nudity, vio-
lence and drug use) Sci-fi
sequel, set a decade in the
future, finds buddies Jacob
(Clark Duke) and Nick
(Craig Robinson) getting
back into the hot tub to travel
back in time to undo pal
Nick’s (Rob Corddry) mur-
der at the hands of an
unknown assassin. With
Chevy Chase, Adam Scott,
Gillian Jacobs, Thomas
Lennon and Kellee Stewart.  

McFarland, USA (PG for
violence, mild epithets and
mature themes) Kevin Cost-
ner stars in this true tale, set
in 1987, about a high school
track coach who transforms
his underachieving cross-
country team into
championship contenders
after recruiting some fleet-

footed Latino students.
Ensemble cast includes
Maria Bello, Hector Duran,
Daniel Moncada, Vincent
Martella and Carlos Pratts. 

INDEPENDENT &
FOREIGN FILMS  

Accidental Love (PG-13
for profanity and sexuality)
Romantic comedy adapted
by David O. Russell from
the best-seller “Sammy’s
Hill” by Kristin Gore (Al’s
daughter). Principal shoot-
ing began in 2008, but
Russell abandoned the trou-
bled project a couple years
later, and subsequently
refused to take a directing
credit. The plot revolves
around a small-town wait-
ress (Jessica Biel) who turns
into a nymphomaniac after
being shot in the head by a
nail gun. With Jake Gyllen-
haal, Tracy Morgan, Bill
Hader, Kirstie Alley, James
Marsden, Catherine Keener
and James Brolin.  

Approaching the Ele-
phant (Unrated) Alternative
education documentary
chronicling year one at the
Teddy McArdle Free School
located in Little Falls, New
Jersey, where classes are

optional, challenging
authority is encouraged, and
conflicts are resolved by
majority rule. 

Blackbird (Unrated) Bit-
tersweet coming-of-age
drama revolving around a
black choir boy’s (Julian
Walker) struggle with his
sexuality while a member of
a tight-knit, Southern Bap-
tist community. With
Mo’Nique, Isaiah Washing-
ton and Kevin Allesee.

The Business of Disease
(Unrated) Holistic medicine
expose’ warning about how

physicians have conspired
with the pharmaceutical
industry to hypnotize the
masses into forgetting the
body’s natural ability to
heal. Featuring commentary
by Sonia Barrett, Brad
Bartholomew and Brian
David Anderson.

A Convenient Truth
(Unrated) Politically-incor-
rect mockumentary about a
camera crew which chroni-
cles a California
assemblyman’s (Alan
Berman) solution for a host
of societal ills, including
climate change, unemploy-

ment, obesity and illegal
immigration. With Kevin
Hauver, Elise Rovinsky and
Gilli Lesser.

Drunktown’s Finest
(Unrated) Navajo drama
examining a promiscuous
transsexual (Carmen
Moore), a college-bound
Christian (Morningstar
Angeline), and her absentee
baby-daddy (Jeremiah Bit-
sui) as they attempt to
escape their harsh lives on
the reservation. Cast
includes Loren Anthony,
Shauna Baker and Pierre
Barrera. 
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Arts & Entertainment

Blackbird

By Kam Williams
For The Skanner News

Africa Through African Lenses
Portland Community College 
Cascade Campus
Moriarty Arts and Humanities Bldg, #104
705 North Killingsworth Street

‘Other Desert Cities,’
opening at Portland
Center Stage on Feb. 27,
features family drama
complete with mix-ups
and plot twists straight out
of Palm Springs, expertly
woven together by
director Timothy Bond, at
left. Preview performances
start Feb. 21, with opening
night  Feb. 27. The play
runs through March 22 on
the U.S. Bank Main Stage
in PCS’s Gerding Theater
at the Armory. Get tickets
at www.pcs.org or call
503-445-3700. See the
complete schedule at
www.pcs.org/desert.

Family DramaMovies Opening This
Friday, Feb. 20


