Books

Justice While Black’ by Robbin Shipp, Esq. and Nick Chiles

By Kam Williams, Special To
The Skanner News

“The August 9th fatal shooting
of teenager Michael Brown by
police in Ferguson, Missouri has
focused global attention on the
precarious  safety of young
African-American men...

Justice While Black is a hand-
book for African-American fami-
lies that is full of practical,
brass-tacks advice... on how to
avoid being ensnared in the crimi-
nal justice system.”

Excerpted from a Note from the
Publisher, Doug Seibold

nless you’ve been living
under a rock in recent
months, you know that the
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incredibly antagonistic and too
often deadly relationship between
the police and black males is final-
ly garnering the national attention
it has so long deserved. Some-

thing’s gotta give, when it’s
degenerated to the point where
you have cops shooting to death a
12 year-old playing with a toy gun
in a park and an unarmed 28 year-
old merely escorting his girlfriend
down the dark stairwell of his
apartment building.

Yes, President Obama has
weighed-in in the wake of the
grand juries’ failures to indict the
officers responsible for the deaths
of Michael Brown and Eric Gar-
ner. He’s ostensibly attempting to
quell racial unrest by hinting that
Attorney General Holder might
still file Federal civil rights
charges against the cops.

But meanwhile, the question
remains: how should the parent of
a black boy prepare him for a pos-
sible encounter with police, since

they’re prone to misread the most
innocent of behaviors as somehow
menacing? After all, it’s been said
that if a cop sees a black man sit-
ting, he’s shiftless; if he’s stand-
ing, he’s loitering; if he’s walking,
he’s prowling; and if he’s running,
he’s escaping.

I’'m not sure whether there’s
been a more timely tome than
“Justice While Black,” a how-to
book written by a concerned sister
who is both a lawyer and a mother.
With 20+ years experience as a
criminal defense attorney under
her belt, Robbin Shipp (with the
help of Pulitzer Prize-winner Nick
Chiles) shares a wealth of advice
for young brothers about not only
dealing with police on the street,
but with navigating one’s way
through the court and correctional

systems, should you unfortunately
be arrested and/or convicted.

Not one to mince words, the
author from Chapter One, “Officer
Friendly Isn’t Your Friend,”
makes it clear that any black
man’s encounter with a police
officer could easily lead to a close
brush with death. Therefore, she
relates step-by-step instructions
about what to do in situations
ranging from being stopped while
driving (“If the officer asks for
your license and registration, get
his permission to reach for them.”)
to being placed under arrest
(“Resist the urge to explain to
them everything that happened.”),
and so forth.

A mandatory, must-read that just
might save the life or liberty of
someone you love.
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Martin Luther. .
KING, JR. |

BREAKFAST
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Chavis, Jr.,

Tickets availahle: MLKBreakfast@theskanner.com

Keynote speaker: Dr. Benjamin F.
is the current CEO &
President of the National Newspaper
Publishers Association and reknown
civil rights leader. While a freshman at
college he served on the advance team
for Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. As one of
the Wilmington Ten, Chavis spent
nearly a decade in prison before his
sentence was overturned in 1980.
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