Health News

Nkosazana Zuma: Ebola and Africa’s Untold Stories

By George White
Special to the NNPA
from New America
Media

Editor's Note: As chair of
the African Union Commis-
sion,  Dr. Nkosazana
Dlamini Zuma directs the
staff and the work of the
African Union (AU), the
alliance of nations on the
continent. In that role, Dr.
Zuma — a physician — man-
ages AU initiatives on
education, the environment,
economic development and
health. She is currently
overseeing the deployment
of AU volunteers to help
halt the spread of the deadly
Ebola virus in the West
African nations of Liberia,
Sierra Leone and Guinea.

Q: Please comment on the
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U.S. government’s response
to Ebola. As you know, the
U.S. is using military per-
sonnel to set up medical
facilities in affected coun-
tries.

A: It would be great if the
U.S. and other developed
countries did more to help
improve the health facilities
in those countries. They
need treatment centers ...
they need laboratory-testing
facilities, they need protec-
tive clothing and they need
more transportation [capaci-
ty] and personnel.

However, we need help
beyond Ebola because we
know now that a lot more
people might die from ill-
nesses that would not
normally be fatal because
there is so much focus on
Ebola. Very few people in
those countries are being
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treated for malaria or for
injuries. We also need to
strengthen the health sys-
tems in these countries so if
there is another outbreak,
there will be people ready to
respond appropriately and
quickly. We saw this kind of
response when Nigeria
addressed and contained its
Ebola cases. Nigeria has
strong institutions that
mounted a strong public
health response.

Q: What about the role of
the United Nations and the
World Health Organization
in this crisis and the future
of health care in Africa?

A: The UN. is now
responding. It’s late but bet-
ter than never... Everyone
needs to up their game —
particularly the World
Health Organization and the
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U.N. because they have the
global responsibility for
outbreaks such as this. We
also should not forget those
who are on the ground who
have been doing this work
from Day One — the local
health workers, the
[African] governments,
Médecins Sans Frontiéres
(Doctors Without Borders)
and the Red Cross. We
would like to express our
appreciation to all of them

. and to all the countries
outside of Africa that have
helped.

I think the world should
look at the overall health sit-
uation in African nations.
We are saying there should
be universal health care for
everyone in our countries.
But some donor organiza-
tions think this is not very
important for development
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As chair of the African Union Commission, Dr.
Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma directs the staff and the
work of the African Union, the alliance of nations on

the continent.

and we think that is
wrong... We think universal
health care is very impor-
tant. Of course, it won’t
happen overnight but it has
to be established as we grow
and develop.

Ebola has shown that you
are going to get more than
health effects from the out-
break; you’re also going to
get social effects. Even
more important, there are
going to be economic
effects if efforts to stop the
outbreak fail — ships not
docking to take material in
and take material out, mines
and factories closing or
working at low levels and

what is going on.

However, it is not likely
we will get more balanced
coverage from other people
if we do not do it ourselves.
That’s why we think it’s
very important to encourage
the journalists and commu-
nicators in the [African]
diaspora to communicate
what is going on in Africa.
We’re not trying to hide
anything or minimize any-
thing but we want to tell all
our stories because we have
very good stories to tell. We
know there are stories about
difficulties but we also want
other kinds of stories told.

We need 1o strengthen the
health systems in these
countries so if there is another
outbreak, there will be people
ready to respond appropriately
and quickly

farmland not being worked
... Health and education are
the most important invest-
ments for economic growth;
but this eludes some donors
and some [government]
ministers of finance.

Q: The African Union
Commission (AUC) had
planned to host a forum for
African immigrant media in
the U.S. and African-Amer-
ican media to discuss the
coverage of development
issues at the recent U.S.-
Africa Leaders Summit in
Washington D.C. It was
cancelled but the AUC has
indicated that it still hopes
to host such a meeting. Why
is such a gathering needed?

A: I think it’s very impor-
tant because we have seen
that the coverage produced
by media outside of Africa
tends to be one-story line
for a complex continent.
Currently the storyline is
Ebola and nothing else. In
the past, the storyline was
violent conflicts. It’s impor-
tant for the media to tell the
many stories that are there
in Africa so that people can
get a clearer indication of

Q: Can you talk about
your work on energy and
global warming?

A: There’s a lot of activity
around energy because we
realize it’s needed if we are
to industrialize to process
our mineral wealth. Howev-
er, we have decided that
even though we have
enough fossil fuels to gener-
ate energy, we want to take
advantage new green tech-
nology and get a proper mix
that will be both fossil fuels
and renewable energy.

Africa is the continent that
will suffer the most dispro-
portionate impact of global
warming because the conti-
nent is the smallest polluter.
We must mitigate and adapt.
With our huge tropical
forests, Africa is the second
lung of the world, and the
Amazon is other major
lung. We have to preserve
these forests for ourselves
and for the world. Hopeful-
ly, in Paris next year, there
will be a binding interna-
tional agreement on
emissions.

Read the rest online at
www.theskanner.com



