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SEATTLE 2014
C O M M U N I T Y C A L E N D A R

Saturday February 8

JOIN IN ACTIVITIES TO CELEBRATE NEIGHBOR
APPRECIATION DAY. South Park Pancake Breakfast
10 a.m. – 11 a.m. Come help us celebrate and
get to know your neighbors. South Park
Community Center, 8319 8th Ave. S. Free Please

check website for other activities
www.seattle.gov/neighborhoods/neighborday/

Sunday February 9

THE SEATTLE PUBLIC LIBRARY CELEBRATES BLACK
HISTORY MONTH WITH AFRICAN AMERICAN
ODYSSEY. Join NW Tap Connection and Color
Lines Dance Ensemble for a celebration of
cultural heritage through dance, song, and
spoken word. 3 – 4 p.m. Central Library, 1000
Fourth Ave. Seattle, WA

KIDS CLUB: VALENTINE’S SWEETS & CRAFTS. Kids
ages 7 – 12 are invited to decorate Valentine’s
cookies and create some cards. 2 p.m. Whole
Foods Market Lynnwood, 2800 196th St. SW.
Lynwood, WA 98036 Contact store to register.

Monday February 10

CARIBBEAN WRITERS SERIES. Identity, Immigration,
and Art: Myriam J. A. Chancy talk: The Memory
Table: 5:30 – 7 p.m. Sponsored by African
America Studies and Chism Lecture in Humanities
and Arts. Tahoma Room, Commencement Hall,
University of Puget Sound. Free Admission.

Saturday February 15

AN EVENING OF CLASSIC BLUES AND JAZZ.
Featuring Rob Hutchinson and Friends, featuring
Gail Pettis vocals, and Puget Sound Jazz Band
director Tracy Knoop. 8 p.m. Scheebeck Concert
Hall, University of Puget Sound. FREE

If you have an event you want to share 
with the community, email it two weeks

in advance to The Skanner at
info@theskanner.com

D
r. Dinesh Sharma is a cul-
tural psychologist, market-
ing consultant and an

acclaimed author with a doctorate
from Harvard University. He is an
Associate Research Professor
(Honorary) at the Institute for
Global Cultural Studies, SUNY-
Binghamton; a senior fellow at
Institute for International and
Cross-Cultural Research, NYC;
and a columnist for Asia Times
Online, Al Jazeera English and
The Global Intelligence, among
other syndicated publications.

His recent articles and opinions
have appeared in the Wall Street
Journal Online, Wonkette.com,
Free Lance-Star, Far Eastern Eco-
nomic Review, Middle East
Times, Middle East Online, Epoch
Times, Biotech Law Review,
Health Affairs, Media Monitors,
DC Chronicles,
Fredricksburg.com, MyCentral-
Jersey.com, International Psychol-
ogy Bulletin, and other journals.
Dr. Sharma has been profiled
domestically and internationally
including in L’Echo, DeStandaard,
Luxembourg Wort, 352 Lux Mag-
azine, The Eastern Eye,
Asian Affairs, Cincinnati
Herald and The Skanner,
to name a few. 

On TV, Dinesh’s work
has been favorably
reviewed on Politics
Tonight (WGN News),
Urban Update (WHDH
Boston), City Line WABC
Boston, KITV Hawaii,
Bay Sunday San Francis-
co, and many other shows.
On Radio, he has been fea-
tured on Conversations on
the Coast in San Francis-
co, Reality Check FM-4
Vienna, South African
Broadcast Corporation
(SABC) and numerous other talk
shows.

Furthermore, he has been a con-
sultant in the healthcare industry
for major pharmaceutical, biotech
and medical device clients for
about a decade. He is the author of
“Barack Obama in Hawaii and
Indonesia: The Making of a Glob-
al President,” which was rated as
among the Top 10 Books of Black

History for 2012 by the American
Library Association, Book List
Online. Here, he talks about the
follow-up book, “The
Global Obama.”

Kam Williams: Hi Dinesh,
thanks for the interview.

Dinesh Sharma: Any time. It’s
very nice of you to conduct this
interview. You reviewed my earli-
er book and the new book, “The
Global Obama.” So, I really
appreciate it.

KW: What interested you in
writing another book about
Obama? 

DS: Well, first, Barack H.
Obama is a landmark presidential
figure as the first black, multira-
cial, multicultural president from

Hawaii and the Pacific. In the first
book, Barack Obama in Hawaii
and Indonesia, as you know, I doc-
umented, with ethnographic inter-
views, the childhood and
adolescence of this history-mak-
ing president. The idea was to
show that the childhood of a his-
torical leader speaks to the histori-
cal times and, in turn, shapes the
future in some important
ways. When I lectured around the

world for the first book, I realized
that he was more popular abroad
than at home. I had known that
from some of the early surveys by
the Pew Research Center and The
Economist. But when I toured
throughout Europe, Asia and
Africa, this was really brought
home to me. So I wanted to do a
book on that trend and try to
explore some of the reasons for
this finding. Given that no author
has an expertise in all areas of the
world, I decided to make this an
edited book, with help from
friends who span the globe. In the
new book, we have covered five
continents and more than twenty
countries.

KW: Was it a harder sell, since
the President’s bloom has fallen
off the rose, at least domestically?

DS: It wasn’t a hard sell with the
publishers or the reviewers. Most
reviewers got the purpose of the
project right away and supported
it. In fact, the book is part of a
series that is headed by James
MacGregor Burns, who wrote the
classic book on leadership and
coined the term “transformational

leadership,” Georgia Sorensen,
who worked in the Carter adminis-
tration, and Ron Riggio, a profes-
sor of leadership at Claremont
McKenna College. Given that
Obama is a relevant historical fig-
ure despite the negative polling
trends domestically, he has many
more admirers than detractors at
home and abroad. In fact, the pub-
lisher wanted us to focus on his
leadership style within a cross-cul-

tural context, which is the theme
of the new book.

KW: How do you explain his
enduring popularity overseas?

DS: I think it has partly to do
with his international biography
and global moorings in almost all
continents—Africa, Asia, Europe
and the US, of course. Professor

Ali A. Mazrui calls him “the
child of three continents.”
But if you include his Irish
or European ancestry from
his mother’s side of the fam-
ily, he may be called “the
man of four continents” or
the global president, a sym-
bol of the changing times. 

KW: What were you most
surprised to learn about him
in the course of your prepar-
ing this book?

DS: When I prepared the
manuscript, the sheer enor-
mity of the challenges the
U.S. faces abroad were
mind-boggling. It became
clear to me that the job of

managing all of these conflicts
simultaneously is, indeed, very
difficult, especially, if the U.S.
wants to remain the global leader
in the 21st Century. That’s why
China does not necessarily want to
be in the position of a global
superpower. The other BRIC
countries, Russia, India and
Brazil, are not anywhere near
being global superpowers. Coun-
tries around the world expect the

U.S. to deliver, be engaged, and
respond to their needs. Presiden-
tial leadership is a really tough
job, does come not easily. “To
those much is given, much is
expected,” to paraphrase President
Kennedy.

KW: What has been your most
special moment in your visits to
the White House?

DS: Hard to say, but I think
watching the President in the East
Room when he hosts some of the
sports teams, stars from the NBA,
WNBA, and NFL, after they have
won a championship. Obama is a
sports aficionado! You can really
observe that when he’s around ath-
letes. He gets a kick out of it. His
inner-jock self comes out and his
language becomes very
jocular.

KW: What’s it like to be a mem-
ber of the press corps accompany-
ing President Obama on a trip?

DS: Very interesting. As an
immigrant from India who lived in
Chicago for many years, or even
as a graduate student at Harvard in
psychology and human develop-
ment, I didn’t think or imagine
that one day I would be covering
the first black president at the
White House. 

KW: You traveled to various
places where Obama grew up
while researching your first book
about Obama. Where did you
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