
By Frank S. Washington

LAS VEGAS – We came here to test drive the 2013
Scion FR-S. You’ve never heard of it because it just went on
sale June 1st.

In a nutshell, the Scion FR-S is now the flagship of the
rapidly expanding Scion brand. Earlier this year, Toyota
added the Scion iQ to its youth brand. That subcompact car
joined the Scion tC, Scion xB and Scion xD.

The 2013 Scion FR-S is a compact old school 2+2 rear-
wheel-drive sports car. Sports cars of old didn’t depend on
the brute force of horsepower. They were small, light and
had great horsepower to weight ratios. And they didn’t cost
an arm and a leg either.

Scion’s FR-S was powered by a boxer four cylinder
engine that was co-developed with Subaru which will also
produce a version of this car. The 2.0-liter engine produced
200 horsepower and 151 pound-feet of torque.

That’s a respectable number of ponies but the oomph
comes in because the Scion FR-S weighs just 2,758 lbs.
when equipped with a six-speed manual transmission. It
weighs 2,806 lbs., when equipped with a six-speed auto-
matic transmission.

The point is that the FR-S engine produces 100 horse-
power per liter. That’s an exceptional power to weight ratio
for the car’s engine with either a six-speed manual gearbox
or a six-speed automatic.

Lean and low, the FR-S had a long snout, short rump and
the car had a trunk versus a hatchback. The hood was low
with mounds over each corner for the front wheels. The
grille was wide, the car sat low and the headlights wrapped
around into the fenders.

From the side, the FR-S had short overhangs, front and
rear wheel flares, and a low set front bumper and its side
rockers were prominent. Dual exhausts and a raised rear
diffuser dominated the rear.

The
2013 Scion FR-S looked good.

We drove the six-speed manual to the Spring Mountain
Motor Resort and Country Club which was about 65 miles
west of here. We had been told that the car was low to the
ground; the seating position was about 15-inches high. That
translated into a bit of effort to get in and out of the vehicle.
But it also gave the car an excellent drag coefficient of .27.

A lot of work was done on the engine exhaust note to give
the FR-S an authoritative sound. Still, the car ran quiet
under normal acceleration. Short throw gear shifts were
precise and the seats were comfortable. Although the car
handled the race track as well as the road rally course capa-
bly, on the long straight-aways of U.S.160 it wandered off
track a bit and steering corrections were necessary.

I also thought the car could have had more low-end
torque. The 151 pound-feet kicked in from 6,400 to 6,600
RPMs. That’ pretty high. But I expect the FR-S’ torque to

increase and the RPM level
of full utilization to be low-
ered in subsequent engine
refinements.

The manual got 22 mpg in
the city and 30 mpg on the
highway and the numbers
were 25/34 in city and high-
way driving for the auto-
matic. The FR-S also
featured an engine with
direct fuel injection com-

bined with port injectors. Called the D-4S system, it
allowed precise fuel distribution and increased power while
enhancing fuel efficiency.

And a new audio system debuted on the FR-S and it will
make its way across Scion’s product line. The system had a
300-watt amplifier, HD radio, USB connectivity, auxiliary
jacks, satellite radio, and MP3, WMA and AAC capability.

But the true innovation comes in the form of Scion’s FR-
S BeSpoke system. It is an app based multi-media system
that lets users connect to their Twitter and Facebook
accounts. It’s a voice recognition system that features rout-
ing, internet radio stations and enables point-to-point con-

nections with Facebook and Twitter friends who download
the app.

And the best part of the all-new 2013 Scion FR-S is the
sticker: $24, 930 is the base price for the manual and
$26,030 for the automatic. Fun driving at a reasonable price
is definitely old school aimed at young drivers.

Car of the Week:
2013 Scion FR-S

Jerry Foster
Of The Skanner News

2013 FRS—very powerful car. With
leather-trimmed steering wheel
that seems to contour to your grip.
Getting in and out presented a bit
of a challenge for me but with the
tilt/telescopic steering wheel
provided me with a little extra
space. This vehicle with dual
exhaust and 17” alloy wheels was
a head turner. 
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A lot of work was done on the
engine exhaust note to give

the FR-S an authoritative
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under normal acceleration
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It is our primary goal as a

labor union to better the

lives of all people working

in the building trades

through advocacy, civil

demonstration, and the

long-held belief that work-

ers deserve a "family wage" - fair pay for an honest day's work.

A family wage, and the benefits that go with it, not only strength-

ens families, but also allows our communities to become

stronger, more cohesive, and more responsive to their citizens'

needs.

Our family wage agenda reflects our commitment to people

working in the building trades, and to workers everywhere. In this

small way, we are doing our part to help people achieve the

American Dream. This dream that workers can hold dear regard-

less of race, color, national origin, gender, creed, or religious

beliefs.

The Pacific Northwest Regional Council of Carpenters
Representing more than 5.000 construction workers in Oregon State.

Do you want to know more about becoming a
Union carpenter?

We honor the many
accomplishments of African
Americans.
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At home or on the go, rely on 

TheSkanner.com for expert insight and 

guidance on what’s important to you

Information is 
Today’s Currency


