
families to curb spending and use any available assets to keep
pace financially. Families with no savings or assets incurred
new debt.

“The recession and slow recovery have led to declining net
worth for the average U.S. household and a disproportionate
decline for African-American and Hispanic households,” the
report says.

In communities of color, income declines are higher in part
because of declines in over-representation in two types of
employment that historically provided stable and secure jobs:
manufacturing and construction. These two industries suffered

job losses of 10 and 20 percent, respectively. African-Americans
who formerly worked manufacturing and construction jobs lost
more than twice the number of jobs between 2007 and 2011 than
they previously gained in the pre-recession decade.
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Typical American household has only $100 after Monthly Expenses
By Charlene Crowell
NNPA Columnist

A
ccording to findings from the Center for
Responsible Lending’s newest report, The
State of Lending in America and Its

Impact on US Households (State of Lending), the
typical household has just $100 left each month
after paying for basic expenses and debt pay-
ments. After controlling for inflation, the typical
household had less annual income at the end of
2010 than it did at the beginning of the decade.
Moreover, as worker productivity increased, the work-
place has seldom rewarded them with higher pay.

Even in households with two wage-earners, the

amount of disposable or discretionary income after
paying monthly expenses was less in 2010 than it was
in 2000. The combined effect of stagnant wages along
with unemployment and under-employment is forcing

Care Oregon
City of Portland - Purchasing
Energy Trust
Family Care
Hilton Portland
Home Forward
Kaiser Permanente
Legacy Medical Center
Lincoln City
Macy's
Metro Purchasing
Multnomah County Purchasing
New Seasons
Oregon Episcopal School
Oregon Health & Science University
Oregon Historical Society
Oregon Lottery
Pacific NW Regional Council of Carpenters
Pacific Power & Light
Port of Portland
Portland Art Museum
Portland Community College
Portland Development Commission
Portland Public Schools
Portland Trailblazers
Project Clean Slate
Providence Health Systems
Safeway Stores
TriMet
Turner Construction
University of Oregon
US Bank
USDA Forest Service
Vancouver Avenue First Baptist Church
Wells Fargo Bank

The Skanner News would like to thank
the following sponsors for their support

of the 2013 Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Special Edition

Middle-class values stress the
importance of career

and money. These
were not the values
which led to the civil

rights movement;
these are not the

values which lead to
positive social

transformation.

‘The recession and slow recovery
have led to declining net worth for
the average U.S. household and a

disproportionate decline for African-
American and Hispanic households’

See CROWELL on page 9

Sign The Skanner News
petition to President Obama, 

“A Marshall Plan for Black
America,” at the 

“We the People…”  website:
https://petitions.whitehouse.gov/


