
are heavily tattooed.’’ The gatherings often
include “rough dancing that looks like a
brawl,’’ and fights are common. Stabbings
are not unusual. 

Simi also knew Page, having spent
time with him during research in
southern California in 2001 to 2003.
The two then fell out of touch. 

Asked if Milwaukee police tracked
hate metal groups, spokeswoman
Anne Schwartz said via email that
authorities “are aware of the threats
by groups who are contributors to
acts of domestic terrorism.’’ 

Matthew Chandler, spokesman for
the Department of Homeland Securi-
ty, declined to say if the agency
specifically tracked hate rock groups
but said it’s focused “on preventing
violence that is motivated by extreme ideo-
logical beliefs.’’ 

Levin said it can be difficult for law
enforcement to focus specifically on certain

individuals well-known in hate-rock circles
unless there’s evidence they’ve committed
some type of crime. 

Mark Pitcavage, an investigator of right-

wing groups for the Anti-Defamation
League in New York City, said acts of right-
wing extremism are at the highest level
since the mid-1990s, around the time of the

Oklahoma City bombing. He credited feder-
al authorities for staying on top of the
threats, but said it often takes incidents such
as the temple attack to get the public’s atten-

tion. 
Stevens recalled the hundreds of

hours he spent with Page in vans and
cars as they traveled to gigs around
the U.S. and Europe. 

“You get intimate with people. You
get to know their secrets and stuff,’’
Stevens said. “This was a guy, I never
even seen him get in a fight -- even
when riots broke out at the shows.
When I heard what happened, I felt
sick.’’ 

Condon reported from Minneapolis.
Associated Press Writer Doug Glass

in Minneapolis contributed to this report. 
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