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continues to shape his inspiring
life story and extraordinary body
of work. Here, he talks about his
latest film, “Madea’s Witness Pro-
tection,“ which he not only wrote,

directed and produced, but also
stars in, playing three roles,
including the sassy, straight-talk-
ing title character. 

Kam Williams: Hi Tyler. I’m
very honored to be speaking with
you again, brother.

Tyler Perry: Oh, good, Kam!
How’re you doing? 

KW: Great! I really enjoyed this
film. Where did you come up with

the inspired idea of mixing Madea
with a family in the Witness Pro-
tection Program? 

TP: I was having dinner with a
friend, and we were talking about

Bernie Madoff, and he said, “You
know what would be a great pun-
ishment for Bernie Madoff? If he
had to go live with Madea.”
[Chuckles] I thought, man, that’s a
great concept! I need to go write
that script. And then when I asked
myself who could play the Bernie
Madoff character, of course, I
thought of Eugene Levy. 

KW: How did you determine

the casting? Looks like you went
for a lot of veteran comedians this
time out: Eugene Levy of the
American Pie franchise, John
Amos of Good Times, Marla
Gibbs of The Jeffersons, Doris
Roberts of Everybody Loves Ray-
mond, and even Charlie Sheen if
you don’t mind my mentioning
him in this article since he makes
such a surprising cameo. 

TP: That’s okay, since he’s only
in the outtakes at the very end of
the movie. But I was definitely
looking for some heavyweights to
help me carry the picture, and
those were the right people to rely
on. So, I’m pretty excited about
it.

KW: What message do you
want people to take away from
Madea’s Witness Protection Pro-
gram? 

TP: What is clear to me is that
it’s about everything in your life:
work, and struggling, and paying
attention to grinding, grinding,

grinding. It
takes their
going into a
simple situa-
tion, living
with Madea, a
woman who
doesn’t even

have wi-fi, to realize what family
is, come back together, and get to
know each other. 

KW: I have some questions for
you from fans. Leon Marquis
asks: Do you wear a girdle as
Madea?

TP: [LOL] You tell Leon, “Hell
no!” It’s bad enough being stuffed
into that costume. It’s just one
piece that gets zipped up the back.

KW: Editor/legist Patricia
Turnier asks: Is there a new genre
of movie that you would like to
make in the future?

TP: Absolutely! It’s not a new
genre, but a new genre for me: sci-
fi. I have a great sci-fi story that
I’m currently working on. I’m

going to be all over the place… all
over the place. 

KW: Patricia also asks: What
advice do you have for young peo-
ple entering the movie industry
who want to be multifaceted like
you are?

TP: You have to want it more
than breathing. Developing a good
work ethic is key. Apply yourself
at whatever you do, whether
you’re a janitor or taking your first
summer job, because that work
ethic will be reflected in every-
thing you do in life.
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“Apply yourself at whatever you do ... because that work ethic
will be reflected in everything you do in life”
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STEAMFITTER APPRENTICESHIP OPENING

The Oregon/SW Washington/NW California Steamfitters Joint Apprenticeship and Train-
ing committee (MA#1071) will be open, for the term July 30, 2012 through August 3, 2012
to seek applicants for its pool of persons eligible for selection to its Steamfitter appren-
ticeship program. Will develop skills, knowledge and experience in many areas.  Steam-
fitters train to plan, assemble, maintain, modify, install and secure pipes, tubes, fittings,
and related equipment, according to specifications, by welding, brazing, cementing, sol-
dering, and threading joints.

Steamfitters work in all weather conditions, indoors and outdoors, and often in confined
spaces.

Oregon, SW WA, NW_CA Steamfitters Joint Apprenticeship Training Committee
recruits, selects and trains apprentices without discrimination.

Who May Apply?
Only person who seeks admission to the program may apply.  Applicants must apply I
person.

Applications may be obtained only at specific locations in Oregon on the dates and
office hours shown at the following locations.  You must be on time.

To apply you must attend one of these meetings.
No one is admitted to a session after the start time!!

Tualatin- UA 290 Training Center

20220 SW Teton Avenue, Tualatin OR 97062 (503) 691-1997
Monday, July 30 –Friday, August 3, 2012 – 9:00 AM All days EXECPT Wednesday

August 1, 2012 at 1:00 PM

EUGENE
2861 Pierce Parkway, Springfield OR 97477: (541)521-1400

Monday, July 30 –Friday, August 3, 2012 – 9:00 AM All days EXECPT Wednesday
August 1, 2012 at 1:00 PM

MEDFORD
950 Industrial Circle, White City, Oregon 97503 (541) 821-1282

Monday, July 30 –Friday, August 3, 2012 – 9:00 AM All days  EXECPT Wednesday
August 1, 2012 at 1:00 PM

REDMOND
2161 SW First, Redmond,  Oregon 97756; (541) 419-5128

Monday, July 30 –Friday, August 3, 2012 – 9:00 AM All days  EXECPT Wednesday
August 1, 2012 at 1:00 PM

EUREKA
634 California Street, Eureka, CA  95501; (707) 496-1767

Monday, July 30 –Friday, August 3, 2012 – 9:00 AM All days  EXECPT Wednesday
August 1, 2012 at 1:00 PM

Minimum qualifications – to apply, an applicant must meet these requirements
1. Eighteen (18) years of age;
Education requirement:
2. Be a high school graduate with 2.00 Cumulative GPA or above;
3. OR, have a GED of 255 points (or 2550 points for GED issued after 1-1 03); or, be a

high school graduate with a GED Pretest examination score of 255 or above (2550
points for GED pretest score issued after 1-1-03);

Math requirement:
4. Must have completed one full year of high school algebra, integrated math 2, or

equivalent post-high school algebra course (s) with a grade of ‘C” of better,
5. OR must present current math placement test results from a community college

facility indicating a placement level beyond high school level algebra.

An applicant must provide written documentation that minimum qualifications
are met.

Official sealed transcripts are required and must be mailed directly from the
issuing institution to: 
Local 290 Training Center, 20220 SW Teton Avenue, Tualatin, Oregon 96062
before August 31, 2012.  Faxes WILL NOT be accepted.

Contact Michael Pollock at (503)691-1997 if you have additional questions.

Qualified applicants will be notified to attend an interview.  All applicants will be notified
of eligibility by mail.


