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N N :  W e b o th  h av e  a  d ry  sen se  o f h u m o r an d

a n  a p p re c ia t io n  fo r  c la s s ic  l i te ra tu re .

S am u e l is  S en eg a le se  an d  m y  fam ily  is

N ig e rian . I  h o p e  to  o n e  d ay  sp eak  fiv e  lan -

g u ag es  lik e  S am u e l. R ig h t n o w, I  k n o w

E n g lish , a  lo t o f F ren ch , a  little  b it o f E fik

an d  a  few  w o rd s  in  W o lo f.

K W : W ere  y o u  su rp rised  w h en  M elissa

M cC arth y  w as  n o m in a ted  fo r an  O sca r fo r

B rid esm aid s?

N N : [C ast m em b er] R en o  W ilso n  ca lled  it

im m ed ia te ly  a fte r w e  saw  th e  p rem ie re  o f

B r id e s m a id s  a n d  [c a s t  m e m b e r ]  K a ty

M ix o n  h ad  a  d ream  ab o u t it n o t to o  lo n g

a fte r th a t. S o , w h en  it cam e  tim e  fo r th e

n o m in a tio n s , I  w asn ’t su rp rised . S h e  w as

th a t g o o d ! M elissa  M cC arth y  is  a  ch a rac te r

ac tin g  g en iu s .

K W : H o w  d id  y o u  d ev e lo p  an  in te re s t in

ac tin g  w h ile  p lay in g  D iv is io n  I  b ask e tb a ll in

co lleg e?

N N : I  h av e  a lw ay s  h ad  an  in te re s t in  ac t-

in g  fo r a s  lo n g  a s  I  can  rem em b er. I  ju s t

n ev e r ca lled  it ac tin g . I t w as  ce leb ra tin g  th e

n u an ce  o f th e  p eo p le  I  m e t. S o  I  co n stan tly

w as  en te rta in in g  m y  fam ily  an d  frien d s  w ith

so m e  ch a rac te r th ey  k n ew  –  an  u n c le , an

au n t, a  co u sin , a  fam ily  frien d  o r a  ch a rac te r

fro m  a  te lev is io n  sh o w  o r film . W h en  I w as

a  co lleg e  sen io r, I  w as  a  B u sin ess  m a jo r an d

u n ce rta in  ab o u t m y  fu tu re . T h e  d ream  w as

a lw ay s  p ro fess io n a l b ask e tb a ll, w h ich  w as

fad in g  w ith  each  d rib b le , an d  I  ju s t d id  n o t

fee l W all S tree t o r an y  o th e r d esk  jo b  w as  in

th e  ca rd s  fo r m e . I  w as  a t a  lo ss . S o  I  d ec id -

ed  to  d o  w h a t I  d o  w h en  I w an t to  b e  h ap p y

an d  th a t is  p lay  a  ch a rac te r. T h e re  w as  a

M artin  L u th e r K in g  g a la  a t B u ck n e ll U n i-

v e rs ity, so  I  o ffe red  to  rec ite  a  sp eech  I  u sed

to  co m p e te  w ith  in  h ig h  sch o o l fo r th e

fo ren s ic s  c lu b , th e  a rt o f sp eech m ak in g

fo re n s ic s  n o t  C S I  fo re n s ic s .  I

sen sed  d o u b t in  th e  co o rd in a to r o f

th e  ev en t ab o u t m y  sk ills , b ecau se

th o se  w h o  k n ew  m e  fro m  a fa r

k n ew  m e  as  a  q u ie t sh y  ty p e . To

h av e  fu n  an d  p ro v e  th e  co o rd in a to r

w ro n g , I  d ec id ed  to  m em o rize  th e

s p e e c h , s tu d y  h is  c a d e n c e , h is

s u i ts ,  h is  w a lk ,  th e  s p e e c h e s

b eh in d  th e  sp eech , h is  in sp ira tio n s

an d  n ev e r o n ce  d id  I  ca ll an y  o f

th a t ac tin g  o r w h a t an  ac to r d o es .

S o , th e  n ig h t I  p e rfo rm ed  th e  sp eech , so m e-

th in g  n ew  w as  h ap p en in g  w ith in  m e  th a t

w as  e lec trify in g . F o r ten  m in u tes  I  ac tu a lly

th o u g h t I  w as  M artin  L u th e r K in g  an d  a fte r-

w ard s , P ro fesso r G ly n e  G riffith s  w h o , a lo n g

w ith  m e , I’m  su re , w o n d ered  w h a t I  w as

g o in g  to  d o  w ith  m y  life , w ith  jo y, p u t a

n am e  to  th e  v e ry  th in g  I  lo v ed  to  d o ,

“N y am b i, y o u ’re  an  ac to r.”  A n d  I h av en ’t

lo o k e d  b a c k  s in c e .

K W : W h y  d id  y o u  d ec id e  to  g e t a  M aste r ’s

in  th ea te r, an d  h o w  d id  y o u  co m e  to  p ick

N Y U  o v er th e  Ya le  D ram a  S ch o o l?

N N :  I  g o t m y  M aste r ’s  in  A c tin g  fro m

Nyambi
c o n t in u e d  fro m  p a g e  5

N Y U  b ecau se  I  w an ted  to  ex p lo re  th e  g rea t

ro le s  in  th e  g rea t p lay s  an d  b e  g iv en  th e

a ren a  to  fa il tr iu m p h an tly. M y  fa th e r so  e lo -

q u en tly  s ta ted , “W ell, in  N ig e ria  w e  k n o w

Yale .”  C h o o sin g  N Y U  w as a  h ea rt d ec is io n .

I  w an ted  th a t p lay g ro u n d  o f N ew  Yo rk  to

d raw  ch a rac te rs  fro m .

K W : I  see  th a t y o u ’re  a  ju n io r. Is  N y am b i

N y am b i b o th  y o u  an d  y o u r d ad ’s  rea l n am e?

D id  y o u  ev e r w ish  y o u  h ad  tw o  n am es?

N N : Yes, m y  fa th e r an d  I  sh a re  th e  sam e

n am e . O u r n am es m ean  a  lo t in  m y  fam ily. I

lo v e  m y  n am e  b ecau se  o f th e  lev e l o f co n -

fu s io n  it b rin g s  to  p eo p le ’s  faces . I  w o n d er

so m etim es  w h a t life  w o u ld  b e  lik e  if  m y

n am e  w ere  C lin t o r W ally.

K W : Yo u  w a tch ed  a  m o v ie  a  d ay  la s t

y ea r. W h a t w ere  a  few  o f y o u r fav o rite s?

W h a t w as  th e  w o rs t o n e  y o u  saw ?

N N :  A few  o f m y  fav o rite s  w ere  D in e r,

M id n ig h t in  P a ris , C itizen  K an e , U n fo rg iv -

en  an d  S o u n d er. T h e  w o rs t, b u t s till en te r-

ta in in g , w as  T h e  Te rro r o f T in y  To w n .

K W : Is  th e re  an y  q u estio n  n o  o n e  ev e r

ask s  y o u , th a t y o u  w ish  so m eo n e  w o u ld ?

N N :  Yo u  a re  a  su p e rh e ro . W h a t is  y o u r

o n e  su p e r p o w er an d  w h y ?

K W : T h e  Tash a  S m ith  q u estio n : A re  y o u

ev e r a fra id ?

N N :  I  am  a lw ay s  a fra id , w h ich  I  h av e

d ec id ed  to  b e  a  g o o d  th in g , b ecau se  I’m  in

th e  face  o f th e  v e ry  th in g  I  n eed  to  co n q u er.

A n d  w h en  I co n q u er th a t fea r, it is  th e  m o st

aw eso m e  fee lin g .

K W : T h e  C o lu m b u s S h o rt q u es tio n : A re

y o u  h ap p y ?

N N :  Yes.

K W : T h e  Teri E m erso n  q u estio n : W h en

w as th e  la s t tim e  y o u  h ad  a  g o o d  lau g h ?

N N :  To d ay. S o m eth in g  g e ts  m e  ev e ry d ay.

K W : W h at is  y o u r g u iltie s t p leasu re?

N N :  A u stra lian  lico rice .

Nyambi Nyambi

‘I wanted to explore the
great roles in the great plays
and be given the arena to

fail triumphantly’

Read the rest of this story online at
www.theskanner.com

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT 

(F/T) sought by the Regional Arts & Culture
Council (RACC)

Report to the Executive Team and ensure the smooth
flow of activities in their offices. Provide administrative
support. Support Board/Resource Council activity (e.g.,
recruitment, scheduling, minutes). Maintain the board
manual. Design PowerPoints. Plan social events,
retreats. Back up the Office Manager/reception. Bache-
lor’s degree or equivalent. Knowledge of board proce-
dures. Graphic design a plus. $19-$20/hr, plus benefits.
Full description www.racc.org. Email résumé and cover
letter to info@racc.org by 5pm on June 8.

5-30-12

Enrollment Management & Student Affairs
Diversity & Multicultural Student Services

NEW POSITIONS IN PSU 
CULTURAL CENTERS

Portland State is seeking energetic individuals with a
proven commitment to promoting and supporting diver-
sity. Three new positions in PSU’s student cultural cen-
ters will support student success through student
leadership development and co-curricular educational,
cultural, and community-building programs and activi-
ties. Professionals who have worked successfully with
college students from diverse cultural backgrounds to
create and implement student-centered programs are
encouraged to submit an application . The staff of the
cultural centers report to the Executive Director of Diver-
sity and Multicultural Student Services - programs with a
central focus on equity, diversity, and multiculturalism.
The Executive Director reports to the Vice President for
Enrollment Management and Student Affairs.

• Director of Cultural Centers – 1.0 FTE
administrative position (NEW), benefits eligible; over-
sees Multicultural Center; supervises Program Coordi-
nators in La Casa Latina, and Native American Student
and Community Center. 

• La Casa Latina Program Coordinator – 1.0
FTE academic professional position (NEW), benefits eli-
gible.

• Native American Student Center
Program Coordinator – 0.50 FTE academic
professional position (NEW), benefits eligible.

Please see Human Resources website www.pdx.edu/hr
( Employment Opportunities -Faculty and Administrative
Openings) for position descriptions and how to apply.

Portland State University is an Affirmative Action, Equal
Opportunity Institution and welcomes applications from
diverse candidates and candidates who support diversi-
ty. 

5-30-12

ASSISTANT CONTROLLER 

Portland State University is seeking applications for a
highly motivated and experienced administrator to serve
as the Assistant Controller.  Under the direction of the
Executive Director for Financial Services and Controller,
he/she will be responsible for implementing and coordi-
nating fiscal policy including cash management systems
integration and policy development and implementation.
In addition, the Assistant Controller will oversee financial
reporting, fiscal modeling, trend analysis, as well as
training related to the use of reporting systems.  A pri-
mary responsibility of the position is to oversee and pro-
vide customer-oriented financial and administrative
services which support the mission of Portland State
University.

The Assistant Controller will work with deans, depart-
ment chairs, university administration, and research
administrators to manage fiscal operations.  The position
reports directly to the Executive Director for Financial
Services and Controller, and consults closely with the
Executive Director and other University administration.
The Assistant Controller will nurture a healthy, supportive
atmosphere for fiscal and administrative operations at
the University and within the Oregon University System
(OUS) and create processes that serve faculty, staff, and
students.

For more information, please see our website
http://www.pdx.edu/hr/employment

Portland State University is an Affirmative Action, Equal
Opportunity institution and welcomes applications from
diverse candidates and candidates who support diversi-
ty.

5-30-12


