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I
n  th e  w ak e  o f th e  sh o o tin g

d ea th  o f 1 7 -y ea r-o ld  Tray v o n

M artin  in  S an fo rd , F la ., s to rie s

ap p ea red  in  n ew sp ap ers , o n  b ro ad -

cas t o u tle ts  an d  o n  th e  In te rn e t

ab o u t “ th e  ta lk ,”  a  can d id  co n v er-

sa tio n  B lack  p a ren ts  h av e  a t so m e

p o in t w ith  th e ir  B lack  so n s  ab o u t

su rv iv in g  in  a  so c ie ty  th a t d ev a l-

u es  th em  as  h u m an s.

In  an  A p ril 5  a rtic le  p u b lish ed  in

Ta k i  m a g a z in e  ( ta k im a g .c o m ) ,

N a tio n a l R ev iew  co n trib u to r Jo h n

D erb y sh ire  w ro te , “Yes , ta lk  ab o u t

th e  ta lk  is  a ll o v e r.”  U n d er th e

h e a d lin e ,  “ T h e  Ta lk :  N o n b la c k

Vers io n ,”  h e  sa id , “T h ere  is  a  ta lk

th a t  n o n b la c k  A m e r ic a n s  h a v e

w ith  th e ir  k id s , to o . M y  o w n  k id s ,

n o w  1 9  an d  1 6 , h av e  h ad  it in  b its

an d  p ieces  a s  su b to p ics  h av e  a ris -

en . If  I  w ere  to  a ssem b le  it in to  a

s in g le  ta lk , it w o u ld  lo o k  so m e-

th in g  lik e  th e  fo llo w in g .”

H e  th en  lis ted  a  se rie s  o f c lea rly

ra c is t  a n d  u n d o c u m e n te d  c o m -

m en ts . A m o n g  th em :

—  T h e  d e fa u l t  p r in c ip le  in

ev e ry d ay  p e rso n a l en co u n te rs  is

th a t, a s  a  fe llo w  c itizen  w ith  th e

sa m e  r ig h ts  a n d  o b lig a tio n s  a s

y o u rse lf , an y  in d iv id u a l b lack  is

en titled  to  th e  sam e  co u rte s ie s  y o u

w o u ld  ex ten d  to  a  n o n b lack  c iti-

zen . T h a t is  b as ic  g o o d  m an n ers

a n d  g o o d  c i t iz e n sh ip . In  so m e

u n u s u a l  c i rc u m s ta n c e s ,  h o w e v -

e r— e.g ., p a rag rap h  (1 0 h ) b e lo w —

th is  d e fau lt p rin c ip le  sh o u ld  b e

o v e rrid d en  b y  co n sid e ra tio n s  o f

p e rso n a l sa fe ty.

—  In  co n sid e ra tio n  o f p e rso n a l

sa fe ty, D erb y sh ire  ad v ises : Av o id

co n cen tra tio n s  o f b lack s  n o t a ll

k n o w n  to  y o u  p e rso n a lly ; s tay  o u t

o f h eav ily  b lack  n e ig h b o rh o o d s; if

p la n n in g  a  t r ip  to  a  b e a c h  o r

am u sem en t p a rk  a t so m e  d a te , f in d

o u t  w h e th e r  i t  is  l ik e ly  to  b e

sw am p ed  w ith  b lack s  o n  th a t d a te

(n eg lec t o f th a t o n e , h e  sa id , g o t

m e  th e  c lo ses t I  h av e  ev e r g o tten

to  d ea th  b y  g u n sh o t); d o  n o t

a tten d  ev en ts  lik e ly  to  d raw  a  lo t

o f b lack s; if  y o u  a re  a t so m e  p u b -

lic  ev en t a t w h ich  th e  n u m b er o f

b lack s  su d d en ly  sw e lls , leav e  a s

q u ick ly  a s  p o ss ib le ; d o  n o t se ttle  in

a  d is tric t o r m u n ic ip a lity  ru n  b y

b lack  p o litic ian s ; b e fo re  v o tin g

fo r a  b lack  p o litic ian , sc ru tin ize

h is /h e r ch a rac te r m u ch  m o re  ca re -

fu lly  th an  y o u  w o u ld  a  w h ite ; d o

n o t ac t th e  G o o d  S am aritan  to

b lack s  in  ap p a ren t d is tre ss , e .g ., o n

th e  h ig h w ay  an d  if  acco sted  b y  a

s tran g e  b lack  in  th e  s tree t, sm ile

an d  say  so m eth in g  p o lite  b u t k eep

m o v in g .

—  A s y o u  g o  th ro u g h  life , h o w -

ev e r, y o u  w ill ex p e rien ce  an  ev e r

la rg e r n u m b er o f en co u n te rs  w ith

b lack  A m erican s . A ssu m in g  y o u r

e n c o u n te r s  a re  ra n d o m — fo r

e x a m p le , n o t re s tr ic te d  o n ly  to

b lack  co n v ic ted  m u rd e re rs  o r to

b la c k  in v e s tm e n t  b a n k e rs — th e

L a w  o f  L a rg e  N u m b e rs  w il l

in e v i ta b ly  k ic k  in .  Yo u  w il l

o b se rv e  th a t th e  m ean s— th e  av e r-

ag es— o f m an y  tra its  a re  v e ry  d if-

fe re n t  fo r  b la c k  a n d  w h ite

A m erican s , a s  h as  b een  co n firm ed

b y  m e th o d ic a l in q u ir ie s  in  th e

h u m an  sc ien ces .

—  O f m o st im p o rtan ce  to  y o u r

p e rso n a l sa fe ty  a re  th e  v e ry  d iffe r-

en t m ean s  fo r an tiso c ia l b eh av io r,

w h ich  y o u  w ill see  re flec ted  in , fo r

in s ta n c e ,  s c h o o l  d is c ip l in a ry

m easu res , p o litica l co rru p tio n , an d

c rim in a l co n v ic tio n s .

—  T h ese  d iffe ren ces  a re  m ag n i-

fied  b y  th e  h o stility  m an y  b lack s

fee l to w ard  w h ite s . T h u s , w h ile

b lack -o n -b lack  b eh av io r is  m o re

an tiso c ia l in  th e  av e rag e  th an  is

w h ite -o n -w h ite  b eh av io r, av e rag e

b la c k -o n -w h ite  b e h a v io r  is  a

d eg ree  m o re  an tiso c ia l y e t.

—  A sm a ll co h o rt o f b lack s— in

m y  ex p e rien ce , a ro u n d  fiv e  p e r-

c e n t— is  fe ro c io u s ly  h o s t i le  to

w h ite s  an d  w ill g o  to  g rea t len g th s

to  in co n v en ien ce  o r h a rm  u s . A

m u ch  la rg e r co h o rt o f b lack s—

aro u n d  h a lf— w ill g o  a lo n g  p as-

s iv e ly  if  th e  f iv e  p e rc e n t ta k e

lead e rsh ip  in  so m e  ev en t. T h ey

w ill d o  th is  o u t o f rac ia l so lid a rity,

th e  n a tu ra l w illin g n ess  o f m o st

h u m an  b e in g s  to  b e  led , an d  a

v ag u e  fee lin g  th a t w h ite s  h av e  it

co m in g .

—  T h e  m e a n  in te l l ig e n c e  o f

b lack s  is  m u ch  lo w er th an  fo r

w h ite s . T h e  lea s t in te llig en t 1 0

p e rcen t o f w h ite s  h av e  IQ s b e lo w

8 1 ; fo rty  p e rcen t o f b lack s  h av e

IQ s th a t lo w. O n ly  o n e  b lack  in  s ix

is  m o re  in te llig en t th an  th e  av e r-

ag e  w h ite ; f iv e  w h ite s  o u t o f s ix

a re  m o re  in te llig en t th an  th e  av e r-

ag e  b lack … “L ife  is  an  IQ  te s t.”

—  T h ere  is  a  m ag n ify in g  e ffec t

h e re , to o , cau sed  b y  a ffirm a tiv e

ac tio n . In  a  p u re  m erito c racy  th e re

w o u ld  b e  v e ry  lo w  p ro p o rtio n s  o f

b lack s  in  co g n itiv e ly  d em an d in g

jo b s .  B e c a u s e  o f  a ff i rm a t iv e

ac tio n , th e  p ro p o rtio n s  a re  h ig h e r.

In  g o v e rn m en t w o rk , th ey  a re  v e ry

h ig h . T h u s , in  th o se  en co u n te rs

w ith  s tran g e rs  th a t in v o lv e  co g n i-

tiv e  en g ag em en t, ce te ris  p a rib u s

th e  b lack  s tran g e r w ill b e  le ss

in te llig en t th an  th e  w h ite . In  su ch

en co u n te rs , th e re fo re— fo r ex am -

p le , a t a  g o v e rn m en t o ffice— y o u

w ill, o n  av e rag e , b e  d ea lt w ith

m o re  co m p e ten tly  b y  a  w h ite  th an

b y  a  b lack .

D erb y sh ire  en d ed  h is  a rtic le  b y

say in g , “Yo u  d o n ’t h av e  to  fo llo w

m y  v e rs io n  o f th e  ta lk  p o in t fo r

p o in t; b u t if  y o u  a re  w h ite  o r A sian

an d  h av e  k id s , y o u  o w e  it to  th em

to  g iv e  th em  so m e  v e rs io n  o f th e

ta lk . I t w ill sav e  th em  a  lo t o f tim e

an d  tro u b le  sp en t fig u rin g  th in g s

o u t fo r th em se lv es . I t m ay  sav e

th e ir  liv es .”

George E. Curry, former editor-
in-chief of Emerge magazine, is
editor-in-chief of the National
Newspaper Publishers Associa-
tion News Service (NNPA) and
editorial director of Heart & Soul
magazine. He is a keynote speaker,
moderator, and media coach.

I
w o u ld  lik e  y o u  to  d o  m e  a

fav o r. W e  a ll k n o w  R ep u b li-

can s . In  fac t, y o u  m ay  b e  a

R e p u b l ic a n . S o ,  h e re  is  m y

req u est. T h e  n ex t tim e  y o u  h av e  a

d is c u s s io n  w ith  a  R e p u b l ic a n

frien d  o f y o u rs– o r if  y o u  a re  a

R ep u b lican  —  ask  th em  a  q u estio n

fo r m e : W h y  d o  th e  R ep u b lican s

k eep  fa llin g  b ack  o n  th e  race  ca rd

in  ch a llen g in g  P res id en t O b am a?

D o n ’t g e t m e  w ro n g . I  am  n o t

s u g g e s t in g  th a t  th e  p re s id e n t

sh o u ld  n o t b e  c ritic ized . In  fac t,

reg u la rly  c ritic ize  h is  p o lic ie s  in

m y  co m m en ta rie s . N o , I  am  ta lk -

in g  ab o u t so m eth in g  v e ry  d iffe r-

e n t .  I  a m  a s k in g ,  w h y  d o

R ep u b lican -a lig n ed  g ro u p s  reg u -

la rly  p lay  w ith  th e  race  ca rd . O r,

p e rh ap s  I  sh o u ld  g o  fu rth e r an d

ask , ev en  w h en  th ey  d o  n o t p lay

th e  race  ca rd , w h y  a re  th ey  a ll to o

o ften  s ilen t w h en  th e  race  ca rd

g e ts  p lay ed ?

L e t’s  tak e  a  lo o k  a t th e  b irth e r

m o v em en t, th e  m o v em en t th a t h as

su g g ested  th a t P res id en t O b am a

w as n o t b o rn  in  th e  U .S .A . W h ile

it is  tru e  th a t w e  h av e  n o t h ea rd

v e ry  m u ch  fro m  th em  recen tly, I

w as  ab so lu te ly  am azed  a t h o w  th e

R e p u b l ic a n  P a r ty  h a n d le d  th a t

issu e . T h e re  w as  e ith e r s ilen ce  o r,

w o rse , sev e ra l o f th e  G O P p res i-

d en tia l can d id a te s  su g g ested  th a t

th ey  b e liev ed  th a t to  b e  th e  case .

T h e  b irth e r m o v em en t h as  n o th in g

to  d o  w ith  th e  lo ca tio n  o f O b am a’s

b irth , b u t it h as  ev e ry th in g  to  d o

w ith  a  seg m en t o f th e  W h ite  p o p u -

la tio n  th a t fee ls  th a t a  B lack  p e r-

so n , b o rn  an y w h ere  o n  th is  p lan e t

(reg a rd le ss  o f p a ren tag e ) sh o u ld

b e  in e lig ib le  to  b e  p res id en t.

Vo te r  s u p p re s s io n  is  a n o th e r

issu e . T h o u g h  P res id en t O b am a’s

n am e  is  n o t fea tu red  in  th e  th e

w a v e  o f  R e p u b l ic a n -b a c k e d

e ffo rts  to  su p p ress  th e  v o te , ev e ry -

o n e  w ith  an  IQ  o f m o re  th an  1 0

k n o w s th a t th e  o b jec tiv e  is  to  su p -

p ress  th e  p ro -O b am a  v o te . W h ile

th is  su p p ress io n  is  b e in g  d o n e  in

th e  n am e  o f fig h tin g  v o te r frau d ,

th e  p e rp e tra to rs  o f th is  ch a rad e

can n o t d em o n stra te  an y  s ig n ifi-

can t v o te r frau d  th a t n eed s  to  b e

a d d re s s e d . Ye t  th e ir  a n t ic s  a re

c lea rly  b e in g  a im ed  a t m ak in g  it

th a t m u ch  m o re  d ifficu lt fo r th e

D em o cra tic  e lec to ra te , in c lu d in g

b u t n o t lim ited  to  A frican  A m eri-

can s , to  g e t o u t to  v o te . A sk  y o u r

frien d  —  o r a sk  y o u rse lf  —  w h y

w o u ld  th e  R ep u b lican  P a rty  h av e

an  in te re s t in  a  d ec lin in g  e lec to ra te

an d  m ak in g  it m o re  d ifficu lt fo r

B lack  p eo p le  to  v o te?

T h en  w e  co m e  to  th e  d iscu ss io n s

am o n g  th e  so -ca lled  S u p erPA C s,

th ese  m o n stro s itie s  th a t h av e  b een

fo rm ed  as  a  re su lt o f th e  S u p rem e

C o u rt’s  g o -ah ead  in  th e  C itizen s

U n ited  case  th a t p e rm its  m ass iv e

e x p e n d i tu re s  in  e le c t io n s  th a t

fo cu ses  o n  W h ite  fea r. To  b o rro w

fro m  th e  o ld  a lb u m  b y  th e  g ro u p

P u b lic  E n em y, th ese  R ep u b lican s

a re  p lay in g  o n  th e  W h ite  fea r o f a

‘B lack  p lan e t.’ N o w, w h ile  it is

tru e  th a t a t lea s t so m e  p eo p le  in

th e  R ep u b lican  p o litica l e s tab lish -

m en t h av e  fin a lly  su g g ested  th a t

th is  m ig h t n o t b e  a  g o o d  co u rse  o f

ac tio n , w h y  is  it th a t o n  th e  R ep u b -

lican  s id e  o f th e  a is le  su ch  c rack -

p o t ,  r a c is t  id e a s  a re  re g u la r ly

flo a ted ?

To  b e  h o n est, I  am  tired  o f ru n -

n in g  a c ro s s  B la c k  R e p u b lic a n s

w h o , fo r w h a tev e r reaso n , w o u ld

ra th e r  ig n o re  su c h  sh e n a n ig a n s

an d  p re ten d  th a t th o se  tac tic s  d o n ’t

rea lly  h av e  to  d o  w ith  race  an d

d o n ’t  re a l ly  sp e a k  to  h o w  th e

R ep u b lican  P a rty  v iew s its  sm a ll

A fr ic a n  A m e r ic a n  c o n s ti tu e n c y,

in c lu d in g  th em .

T h ey  sh o u ld  b e  a sh am ed .

Bill Fletcher, Jr. is a senior
scholar with the Institute for Poli-
cy Studies, the immediate past
president of TransAfrica Forum,
and the co-author of Solidarity
Divided

Opinion

Racist ‘Talk’ with White Children

Republicans: Playing the Race Card

‘In consideration of personal safety,
Derbyshire advises: Avoid

concentrations of blacks not all known
to you personally’

‘Do not act the Good Samaritan to
blacks in apparent distress’

To borrow from the old album by the
group Public Enemy, these

Republicans are playing on the White
fear of a ‘Black planet’
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