
P ric in g  is  s till in  flu x  fo r m o st d is trib u -

to rs , w h o lesa le rs  an d  re ta ile rs , b ecau se  it’s

th e  firs t tim e  in  7 0  y ea rs  th e  p riv a te  p a rtie s

h av e  b een  in  th e  liq u o r b u sin ess , sa id  Jo e l

B en o lie l, C o stco  sen io r v ice  p res id en t an d

ch ie f leg a l o ffice r. 

``C o stco  is  d e te rm in ed  w e  w ill b e  co m -

p e titiv e , m ay b e  a  little  lo w er, th an  th e  s ta te

w as ,’’ h e  sa id . ``W e  w an t to  b u y  ch eap ly,

d is trib u te  m o re  ch eap ly, an d  tak e  a  little

sh o rte r m arg in . T h a t’s  w h a t w e  d o  o n  a ll o u r

p rices .’’ 

B u t h e  a lso  n o ted  th a t n o b o d y  sh o u ld  b e

ex p ec tin g  C a lifo rn ia  p rices , b ecau se  W ash -

in g to n  h as  m u ch  h ig h e r tax es  an d  fees . 

M o st d is trib u to rs  an d  re ta ile rs  h av e  b een

w ary  o f sh a rin g  th e ir  n ew  p rices  in  ad v an ce

o f th e  sw itch  F rid ay, b u t p rice  lis ts  p ro v id ed

b y  tw o  d is trib u to rs  to  an  in d ep en d en t g ro -

ce ry  s to re  o ffe r a  g lim p se  in to  w h a t co n -

su m ers  can  ex p ec t a t m an y  s to res . 

T h e  s ta te ’s  cu rren t ch a rg e  fo r a  7 5 0 -m l

b o ttle  o f A b so lu t C itro n  Vo d k a : $ 2 2 .9 5 .

T h a t p rice  in c lu d es  a ll fees  an d  tax es . 

T h e  d is trib u to r ’s  p rice  p e r b o ttle  fo r a

case  o f th e  sam e  p ro d u c t: $ 1 8 .2 7 . T h en  ad d

in  an  in d u stry -av e rag e  2 0  p e rcen t m ark u p

fo r  th e  re ta ile r

to  c o v e r  c o s ts

a n d  m a k e  a

p ro f i t  —  th is

w il l  v a ry  b y

sto re  —  an d  a

1 7  p e rc e n t  fe e

re q u ire d  u n d e r

th e  in itia tiv e  to

reco u p  lo s t rev -

e n u e  to  th e

s ta te , a  2 0 .5  p e r-

cen t re ta il sa le s  tax  an d  a  $ 2 .8 3  lite r tax .

P rice  p e r b o ttle : $ 3 3 .7 4 . 

F o r 1 5 1 -p ro o f B aca rd i R u m , a lso  in  a

7 5 0 -m l b o ttle , th e  p ric e  in c re a se s  fro m

$ 2 6 .9 5  p e r b o ttle  to  $ 3 4 .7 3 . 

T h e  in itia tiv e  a lso  req u ire s  d is trib u to rs  to

ra ise  a t lea s t $ 1 5 0  m illio n  in  licen sin g  fees

fo r th e  s ta te , o r W ash in g to n  o ffic ia ls  can

re tro ac tiv e ly  ch a rg e  th em  fo r it. 

T h a t p ro v is io n  p u ts  w h o lesa le rs  in  an

u n co m fo rtab le  p o sitio n , h av in g  to  p ad  th e ir

p rices  en o u g h  to  co v e r th a t

su rch a rg e , sa id  Jan  G ee , p re s-

id en t o f th e  W ash in g to n  F o o d

In d u stry  A sso c ia tio n , a  trad e

asso c ia tio n  fo r sm a ll, in d e -

p e n d e n t  a n d  fa m ily -o w n e d

g ro c e ry  s to re s .  B u t  th e

w h o lesa le  tax es  an d  fees  fa ll

a fte r th e  firs t y ea r. 

` `N o n e  o f  th e  re ta il  a n d

c o n s u m e r  p r ic e s  e v e r

red u ce ,’’ sh e  sa id . ``T h ey  s tan d  th e  w ay

th ey  a re  rig h t n o w, an d  th ey ’re  h u g e .’’ 

S o m e  s to res  a re  rep o rted ly  d ra ftin g  s ig n s

fo r th e ir  liq u o r sh e lv es  to  ex p la in  th e  h ig h e r
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h o o d s  o f b e tte r o r w o rse  h ea lth . S in ce  K in g

C o u n ty  is  o n e  o f th e  h ea lth ie s t co u n tie s  in

th e  s ta te , p ro b lem s lik e  o b esity  co u ld  b e

o v e r lo o k e d  w ith o u t m o re  sp e c if ic  d a ta ,

D rew n o w sk i sa id . 

``H u g e  so c ia l d isp a ritie s  h av e  b een  b u ried

b y  lo o k in g  a t d a ta  a t a  v e ry  c ru d e  lev e l,’’ h e

sa id . 

P ro p e rty  v a lu es  a re  a  sh o rt h an d  fo r a ll

k in d s  o f th in g s , h e  ad d ed . C o m m u te  tim es ,

p ro x im ity  to  p a rk s  an d  o th e r sa fe  p laces  to

ex e rc ise , an d  access  to  h ea lth y  fo o d s  m ay

a ll b e  re la ted  to  p ro p e rty  v a lu es , d ep en d in g

o n  w h ere  y o u  liv e . 

H e  ex p ec ts  fu tu re  s tu d ie s  o f o th e r c itie s  o r

c o u n t ie s  to  f in d  a  s im ila r  c o r re la t io n

b e tw een  p ro p e rty  v a lu es  an d  o b esity. 

O f co u rse , ju s t m o v in g  p eo p le  in to  rich e r

n e ig h b o rh o o d s  w o n ’t f ix  th e ir  h ea lth  p ro b -

lem s, h e  is  q u ick  to  p o in t o u t. 

T h e  re sea rch e rs  ex p ec ted  to  fin d  a  d iffe r-

en ce  b e tw een  th e  im p ac t o n  w o m en  an d

m en , s in ce  o th e r s tu d ie s  h av e  fo u n d  th a t

m en ’s  h ea lth  is  n o t a s  c lo se ly  tied  to  eco -

n o m ics , b u t th e  d iffe ren ces  fo u n d  in  th is

re s e a rc h  w e re  m o re  d ra m a tic  th a n

D rew n o w sk i ex p ec ted . 

F o r each  $ 2 3 8 ,0 0 0  d ro p  in  p ro p e rty  v a l-

u es , o b es ity  ra te s  w en t u p  8 0  p e rcen t am o n g

w o m en , an d  th e  d iffe ren ces  in  o b es ity  ra te s

w e re  a s  g ra d u a l  a s  th e  v a lu e s ,  th e

resea rch e rs  fo u n d . 

T h o se  g en d er d iffe ren ces  ca ll fo r co n fir-

m a tio n  b y  o th e r re sea rch  an d  so m e  c la rifi-

ca tio n , sa id  D r. D ariu sh  M o zaffa rian , an

asso c ia te  p ro fesso r in  th e  D ep artm en t o f

E p id em io lo g y  a t th e  H arv a rd  S ch o o l o f

P u b lic  H ea lth , w h o  w as  n o t in v o lv ed  in  th is

re sea rch . 

M o z a ffa r ia n  s a id  D re w n o w sk i’s  s tu d y

m ad e  h im  w o n d er if  th e re  a re  m o re  o b ese

w o m en  in  lo w er p ro p e rty  v a lu es  o r m o re

lean  w o m en  in  h ig h e r p ro p e rty  v a lu es , o r

b o th . If  o b es ity  is  m o re  ev en ly  d is trib u ted

am o n g  m en , th e  d iffe ren ce  co u ld  b e  g rea t a t

b o th  en d s  o f th e  sp ec tru m . 

``If  th is  is  co n firm ed , m ay b e  w o m en  a re

m o re  in f lu e n c e d  b y  th e  h o m e  e n v iro n -

m en t,’’ M o zaffa rian  sa id , ad d in g  th a t h e

co u ld n ’t b e  su re  u n le ss  m o re  re sea rch  w as

co m p le ted . 

H e’d  a lso  lik e  to  k n o w  w h a t p a rt p ro p e rty

v a lu es  p lay  in  th e  o b esity  eq u a tio n . Is  it ju s t

th a t n ice r h o m es a re  u su a lly  in  m o re  w a lk a -

b le  n e ig h b o rh o o d s  an d  c lo se r to  g ro ce ry

s to res?  O r is  so m eth in g  e lse  g o in g  o n ?  

D rew n o w sk i h as  so m e  th eo rie s  o f h is

o w n . H e  b e liev es  o b es ity  in  w o m en  is

c lo se ly  co n n ec ted  to  fin an c ia l in secu rity.

S in ce  p ro p e rty  v a lu es  sep a ra te  th e  eco n o m -

ica lly  secu re  fro m  th o se  w h o  w o rry  ab o u t

w h ere  th e ir  n ex t m ea l is  co m in g  fro m , a s

w e ll a s  d e te rm in in g  if  th ey  a re  sa fe  fro m

c r im e , th e  d iffe re n c e s  b e tw e e n  w o m e n

co u ld  b e  re la ted  to  s tre ss . 

P eo p le  try in g  to  h e lp  o th e rs  lo se  w e ig h t

ta lk  a  lo t ab o u t in d iv id u a l re sp o n sib ility  an d

w illin g n ess  to  ch an g e , b u t w h ere  y o u  liv e  is

n o t n ecessa rily  a  ch o ice , e sp ec ia lly  n o t in

S ea ttle  w h ere  h o m e  v a lu es  a re  so  h ig h ,

D rew n o w sk i sa id . 

H e  a lso  b e lie v e s  th a t p ro p e rty  v a lu e s

m easu re  m o re  th an  in co m e  lev e ls  b ecau se

th ey  can  sh o w  so m eth in g  ab o u t a  p e rso n

o v er a  lo n g e r p e rio d  o f tim e . T h e re  m ay  a lso

b e  an o th e r so c ia l e lem en t, s in ce  th a t o b es i-

ty  ra te s  w ere  a ffec ted  n o t ju s t b y  an  in d iv id -

u a l h o m e  v a lu e  b u t b y  a ll th e  h o m es w ith in

th e  eq u iv a len t o f a  1 0 -m in u te  w a lk . 

Fat
c o n t in u e d  fro m  p a g e  1

p rices . A n d  a t lea s t 2 0  co n trac t liq u o r s to res

h av e  n o tified  th e  s ta te  th a t th ey  w ill b e  c lo s-

in g  a lto g e th e r  —  e ith e r  b e c a u se  la rg e r

s to res  lo ca ted  in  th e  sam e  lo ca tio n  en fo rced

``n o  co m p e te ’’ c lau ses  in  th e ir  lea se  o r

b ecau se  th ey  e lec ted  n o t to  try  to  co m p e te

w ith  b ig -b o x  s to res . 

B en o lie l o f C o stco  sa id  h e  u n d e rs tan d

so m e  re ta ile rs  m ay  n o t h av e  th e  sam e  co n -

c lu s io n  th a t p rices  w ill g o  d o w n , b u t o v e r

tim e , h e  sa id  co n su m ers  w ill b en e fit fro m

th e  ch an g es . 

``W e  b e liev e , in  a  co m p e titiv e  m ark e t-

p lace , th e  co n su m er w in s ,’’ h e  sa id . 

A fte r 3 7  y ea rs  in  b u sin ess , K en n e tt so ld

th e  rig h ts  to  h e r co n trac t s to re  to  so m eo n e

e lse  in  N ach es  w h en  th e  g ro ce ry  s to re  th a t

o w n s h e r b u ild in g  —  an d  o b ta in ed  a  re ta il

liq u o r licen se  a fte r th e  in itia tiv e  p assed  —

en fo rced  a  n o -co m p e te  c lau se . A  s tead y

stream  o f cu s to m ers  em p tied  h e r sh e lv es  in

th e  fin a l d ay s  lead in g  u p  to  th e  s to re ’s  c lo -

su re  o n  S a tu rd ay. 

M e a n w h ile ,  th e  W a s h in g to n  S u p re m e

C o u rt h as  y e t to  ru le  o v e r th e  co n stitu tio n a l-

ity  o f th e  m easu re , a fte r o p p o n en ts  filed  su it

to  o v e rtu rn  it. A t issu e  is  w h e th e r th e  in itia -

tiv e  v io la te s  s ta te  ru le s  req u irin g  m easu res

to  ad d ress  o n ly  o n e  su b jec t, b ecau se  it

in c lu d es  a  p ro v is io n  to  se t a s id e  $ 1 0  m illio n

fo r p u b lic  sa fe ty. 

Booze
c o n t in u e d  fro m  p a g e  1

w o m an  w h o  recen tly  m o v ed  to  S ea ttle  fro m

A lb u q u erq u e , N .M ., to  p u rsu e  h e r d ream  o f

b eco m in g  a  ch e f d ied  o f in ju rie s  su ffe red  in

an  ap p a ren tly  ran d o m  d riv e -b y  sh o o tin g

n ea r d o w n to w n . N o  a rre s ts  h av e  b een  m ad e .

©  2 0 1 2  T h e  A sso c ia ted  P ress . A ll r ig h ts

re se rv ed . T h is  m a te ria l m ay  n o t b e  p u b -

lish ed , b ro ad cast, rew ritten  o r red is trib u ted .

L ea rn  m o re  ab o u t o u r P riv acy  P o licy  an d

Term s o f U se .

Death
c o n t in u e d  fro m  p a g e  1

Some stores are reportedly
drafting signs for their liquor
shelves to explain the higher

prices

For each $238,000 drop in property values,
obesity rates went up 80 percent among

women

Police said they were looking for a man in his
20s who fled on foot

On May 25, members of the Community Coalition for Contracts and Jobs
(CCCJ), The Black Builders Association, The Truckers Consortium, the A.
Philip Randolph Association and other community members entered the
offices of the U.S. Small Business Administration to demand equity and
fairness in contracting. 

Small Business Protest
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‘Sure, big-box stores will be able to
negotiate some discounts by ordering

in bulk, but the initiative included
higher fees to the state for everybody.

Prices will go up for everybody’

Local News


