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R E P R O D U C T IO N  IN  W H O L E  O R  IN  PA RT

W IT H O U T P E R M IS S IO N  P R O H IB IT E D .

I
n  th e  w ak e  o f th e  sh o o tin g

d ea th  o f 1 7 -y ea r-o ld  T ray v o n

M artin  in  S an fo rd , F la ., s to rie s

ap p ea red  in  n ew sp ap e rs , o n  b ro ad -

cas t o u tle ts  an d  o n  th e  In te rn e t

ab o u t “ th e  ta lk ,”  a  can d id  co n v e r-

sa tio n  B lack  p a ren ts  h av e  a t so m e

p o in t w ith  th e ir  B lack  so n s  ab o u t

su rv iv in g  in  a  so c ie ty  th a t d ev a l-

u es  th em  as  h u m an s .

In  an  A p ril 5  a rtic le  p u b lish ed  in

Ta k i  m a g a z in e  ( ta k im a g .c o m ) ,

N a tio n a l R ev iew  co n trib u to r Jo h n

D erb y sh ire  w ro te , “Yes , ta lk  ab o u t

th e  ta lk  is  a ll o v e r.”  U n d er th e

h e a d lin e ,  “ T h e  Ta lk :  N o n b la c k

Vers io n ,”  h e  sa id , “T h e re  is  a  ta lk

th a t  n o n b la c k  A m e r ic a n s  h a v e

w ith  th e ir  k id s , to o . M y  o w n  k id s ,

n o w  1 9  an d  1 6 , h av e  h ad  it in  b its

an d  p ieces  a s  su b to p ic s  h av e  a ris -

en . If  I  w ere  to  a ssem b le  it in to  a

s in g le  ta lk , it w o u ld  lo o k  so m e-

th in g  lik e  th e  fo llo w in g .”

H e  th en  lis ted  a  se rie s  o f c lea rly

ra c is t  a n d  u n d o c u m e n te d  c o m -

m en ts . A m o n g  th em :

—  T h e  d e fa u l t  p r in c ip le  in

ev e ry d ay  p e rso n a l en co u n te rs  is

th a t, a s  a  fe llo w  c itizen  w ith  th e

sa m e  r ig h ts  a n d  o b lig a tio n s  a s

y o u rse lf , an y  in d iv id u a l b lack  is

en titled  to  th e  sam e  co u rte s ie s  y o u

w o u ld  ex ten d  to  a  n o n b lack  c iti-

zen . T h a t is  b as ic  g o o d  m an n ers

a n d  g o o d  c i t iz e n sh ip . In  so m e

u n u s u a l  c i rc u m s ta n c e s ,  h o w e v -

e r— e.g ., p a rag rap h  (1 0 h ) b e lo w —

th is  d e fau lt p rin c ip le  sh o u ld  b e

o v e rrid d en  b y  co n s id e ra tio n s  o f

p e rso n a l sa fe ty.

—  In  co n sid e ra tio n  o f p e rso n a l

sa fe ty, D erb y sh ire  ad v ise s : Av o id

co n cen tra tio n s  o f b lack s  n o t a ll

k n o w n  to  y o u  p e rso n a lly ; s tay  o u t

o f h eav ily  b lack  n e ig h b o rh o o d s; if

p la n n in g  a  t r ip  to  a  b e a c h  o r

am u sem en t p a rk  a t so m e  d a te , f in d

o u t  w h e th e r  i t  is  l ik e ly  to  b e

sw am p ed  w ith  b lack s  o n  th a t d a te

(n eg lec t o f th a t o n e , h e  sa id , g o t

m e  th e  c lo ses t I  h av e  ev e r g o tten

to  d e a th  b y  g u n sh o t) ; d o  n o t

a tten d  ev en ts  lik e ly  to  d raw  a  lo t

o f b lack s ; if  y o u  a re  a t so m e  p u b -

lic  ev en t a t w h ich  th e  n u m b er o f

b lack s  su d d en ly  sw e lls , leav e  a s

q u ick ly  a s  p o ss ib le ; d o  n o t se ttle  in

a  d is tric t o r m u n ic ip a lity  ru n  b y

b lack  p o litic ian s ; b e fo re  v o tin g

fo r a  b lack  p o litic ian , sc ru tin ize

h is /h e r ch a rac te r m u ch  m o re  ca re -

fu lly  th an  y o u  w o u ld  a  w h ite ; d o

n o t ac t th e  G o o d  S am aritan  to

b lack s  in  ap p a ren t d is tre ss , e .g ., o n

th e  h ig h w ay  an d  if  acco sted  b y  a

s tran g e  b lack  in  th e  s tree t, sm ile

an d  say  so m eth in g  p o lite  b u t k eep

m o v in g .

—  A s y o u  g o  th ro u g h  life , h o w -

ev e r, y o u  w ill ex p e rien ce  an  ev e r

la rg e r n u m b er o f en co u n te rs  w ith

b lack  A m erican s . A ssu m in g  y o u r

e n c o u n te r s  a re  ra n d o m — fo r

ex am p le , n o t re s tric ted  o n ly  to

b lack  co n v ic ted  m u rd e re rs  o r to

b la c k  in v e s tm e n t  b a n k e rs — th e

L a w  o f  L a rg e  N u m b e rs  w il l

in e v i ta b ly  k ic k  in .  Yo u  w il l

o b se rv e  th a t th e  m ean s— th e  av e r-

ag es— o f m an y  tra its  a re  v e ry  d if-

fe re n t  fo r  b la c k  a n d  w h ite

A m erican s , a s  h as  b een  co n firm ed

b y  m e th o d ic a l in q u ir ie s  in  th e

h u m an  sc ien ces .

—  O f m o st im p o rtan ce  to  y o u r

p e rso n a l sa fe ty  a re  th e  v e ry  d iffe r-

en t m ean s  fo r an tiso c ia l b eh av io r,

w h ich  y o u  w ill see  re flec ted  in , fo r

in s ta n c e ,  s c h o o l  d is c ip l in a ry

m easu res , p o litica l co rru p tio n , an d

c rim in a l co n v ic tio n s .

—  T h ese  d iffe ren ces  a re  m ag n i-

fied  b y  th e  h o s tility  m an y  b lack s

fee l to w ard  w h ite s . T h u s , w h ile

b lack -o n -b lack  b eh av io r is  m o re

an tiso c ia l in  th e  av e rag e  th an  is

w h ite -o n -w h ite  b eh av io r, av e rag e

b la c k -o n -w h ite  b e h a v io r  is  a

d eg ree  m o re  an tiso c ia l y e t.

—  A  sm a ll co h o rt o f b lack s— in

m y  ex p e rien ce , a ro u n d  fiv e  p e r-

c e n t— is  fe ro c io u s ly  h o s t i le  to

w h ite s  an d  w ill g o  to  g rea t len g th s

to  in co n v en ien ce  o r h a rm  u s . A

m u ch  la rg e r co h o rt o f b lack s—

aro u n d  h a lf— w ill g o  a lo n g  p as-

s iv e ly  if  th e  f iv e  p e rc e n t ta k e

lead e rsh ip  in  so m e  ev en t. T h ey

w ill d o  th is  o u t o f rac ia l so lid a rity,

th e  n a tu ra l w illin g n ess  o f m o st

h u m an  b e in g s  to  b e  led , an d  a

v ag u e  fee lin g  th a t w h ite s  h av e  it

co m in g .

—  T h e  m e a n  in te l l ig e n c e  o f

b la c k s  is  m u c h  lo w e r th a n  fo r

w h ite s . T h e  lea s t in te llig en t 1 0

p e rcen t o f w h ite s  h av e  IQ s b e lo w

8 1 ; fo rty  p e rcen t o f b lack s  h av e

IQ s th a t lo w. O n ly  o n e  b lack  in  s ix

is  m o re  in te llig en t th an  th e  av e r-

ag e  w h ite ; f iv e  w h ite s  o u t o f s ix

a re  m o re  in te llig en t th an  th e  av e r-

ag e  b lack … “L ife  is  an  IQ  te s t.”

—  T h ere  is  a  m ag n ify in g  e ffec t

h e re , to o , cau sed  b y  a ffirm a tiv e

ac tio n . In  a  p u re  m erito c racy  th e re

w o u ld  b e  v e ry  lo w  p ro p o rtio n s  o f

b lack s  in  co g n itiv e ly  d em an d in g

jo b s .  B e c a u s e  o f  a ff i rm a t iv e

ac tio n , th e  p ro p o rtio n s  a re  h ig h e r.

In  g o v e rn m en t w o rk , th ey  a re  v e ry

h ig h . T h u s , in  th o se  en co u n te rs

w ith  s tran g e rs  th a t in v o lv e  co g n i-

tiv e  en g ag em en t, ce te ris  p a rib u s

th e  b la c k  s tra n g e r w ill b e  le ss

in te llig en t th an  th e  w h ite . In  su ch

en co u n te rs , th e re fo re— fo r ex am -

p le , a t a  g o v e rn m en t o ffice— y o u

w ill, o n  av e rag e , b e  d ea lt w ith

m o re  co m p e ten tly  b y  a  w h ite  th an

b y  a  b lack .

D erb y sh ire  en d ed  h is  a rtic le  b y

say in g , “Yo u  d o n ’t h av e  to  fo llo w

m y  v e rs io n  o f th e  ta lk  p o in t fo r

p o in t; b u t if  y o u  a re  w h ite  o r A sian

an d  h av e  k id s , y o u  o w e  it to  th em

to  g iv e  th em  so m e  v e rs io n  o f th e

ta lk . I t w ill sav e  th em  a  lo t o f tim e

an d  tro u b le  sp en t f ig u rin g  th in g s

o u t fo r th em se lv es . I t m ay  sav e

th e ir  liv es .”

George E. Curry, former editor-
in-chief of Emerge magazine, is
editor-in-chief of the National
Newspaper Publishers Associa-
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