
th e  d ra ft p lan  to  its  w eb site  an d  sen t

em a ils  to  1 0 0 0  ‘s tak eh o ld e rs ,’ a ll th e

p u zz le  p ieces  w ere  read y  to  fa ll in to

p lace . A n d  d u rin g  th e  n ex t m o n th ,

th ey  d id . 

P o rtlan d  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  P res id en t

W im  W ie w e l  e x p la in e d  h o w  o n

O P B ’s  T h in k  O u t L o u d  p ro g ra m ,

M ay  2 2 . 

“T h is  h as  n o w  b een  ap p ro v ed  b y

fiv e  d iffe ren t b o d ie s : T h e  P lan n in g

a n d  S u s ta in a b i l i ty  C o m m is s io n ,

U rb an  R en ew a l A d v iso ry  C o m m is-

s io n , C o u n ty  C o m m iss io n e rs , P o rt-

lan d  D ev e lo p m en t C o m m iss io n  an d

P o rtlan d  C ity  C o u n c il,”  W iew e l sa id .

“S o  fiv e  e lec ted  o r ap p o in ted  b o d ie s

h av e  d ec id ed  th a t, ‘Yes  th is  is  th e

rig h t in v es tm en t… ’”

T h ere  w as  o n ly  o n e  p ro b lem . U n til

Jan u a ry, n o  d e ta ils  ab o u t th e  p lan  h ad

b een  p u b lish ed . A n d  u n til A p ril 6  n o

fu ll d ra ft w as  av a ilab le . S o  m an y  c ity

re s id en ts  w ere  ju s t w ak in g  u p  to  th e

id ea  th a t an  E d u ca tio n  U rb an  R en ew -

a l A rea  w as  m o re  th an  a  fan ta sy  item

o n  th e  m ay o r ’s  w ish  lis t. 

W h a t ’s  a t  S ta k e ?

T h e  E d u ca tio n  U R A  is  se t to  in v es t

$ 1 6 9  m illio n  in  d iv e rted  tax es  o v e r

2 8  y ea rs . I t w ill d ev e lo p  1 4 4  ac re s  o f

d o w n to w n  p ro p e r ty  th a t  in c lu d e s

P o rtlan d  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  an d  L in -

co ln  H ig h  S ch o o l. T h e  co u n ty  w ill

g e t a  n ew  $ 1 9  m illio n  b u ild in g  an d

P o rtlan d  P u b lic  sch o o ls  w ill g e t $ 11

m il l io n  to  h e lp  re n o v a te  L in c o ln

H ig h  S ch o o l. A t th e  sam e  tim e , lo ca l

g o v e rn m en ts  an d  sch o o ls  w ill lo se

th o se  U R A  tax es : th e  c ity  w ill lo se

$ 7 0  m illio n , M u ltn o m ah  C o u n ty  w ill

g iv e  u p  $ 6 8  m illio n  an d  th e  s ta te

sch o o ls  fu n d  w o u ld  lo se  $ 7 5  m illio n .

M ay o r A d am s say s  th e  sac rifice  is

w o rth  it b ecau se  th e  en tire  reg io n  w ill

b en e fit in  th e  lo n g  te rm .

“T h e  U R A  fu n d s  w ill s tim u la te  p ri-

v a te  in v es tm en t an d  p h ilan th ro p y  in

P S U  an d  th e  reg io n : th is  w ill ad d

ad d itio n a l cap ac ity  to  th e  tax  b ase  in

th e  a rea . I t is  e s tim a ted  th a t th is

in v es tm en t in  th e  E d u ca tio n  U R A

w ill n ea rly  tr ip le  th e  s ize  o f th e  ex is t-

in g  tax  b ase  in  th e  reg io n  fro m  $ 6 0 8

m illio n  to  $ 1 .7  b illio n  in  3 2  y ea rs .”

E v en  C o m m iss io n e r F ritz , th e  lo n e

v o ice  o n  co u n c il w h o  o p p o sed  th e

U R A , lik es  th e  id ea .

“ I d o  th in k  it’s  r ig h t fo r P o rtlan d ;

it’s  ju s t n o t r ig h t fo r P o rtlan d  a t th is

tim e  w h en  th e  c ity  is  s tru g g lin g  to

co v e r its  b u d g e t,”  F ritz  say s . “A n d  I

q u e s tio n  w h y  w e  a re  d e c id in g  to

sp en d  m o n ey  o n  n ew  b u ild in g s  w h en

w e  can ’t p ay  th e  co s ts  o f k eep in g

teach e rs  an d  s tu d en ts  in  th e  c la ss-

ro o m s w e  h av e .”

T h e  L eag u e  o f W o m en  Vo te rs  h as

v o iced  an o th e r o b jec tio n . T h e  a rea  is

fa r fro m  b lig h ted , so  u rb an  ren ew a l is

th e  w ro n g  to o l fo r th e  jo b . 

“W h y  d o esn ’t th e  c ity  ju s t co m m it

to  h e lp in g  P S U  b y  a llo ca tin g  m o n ey

fro m  th e  b u d g e t to  th e  u n iv e rs ity  o v e r

th e  n ex t 3 0  y ea rs ,”  say s  A io n a .  “W e

are  n o t a rg u in g  ag a in s t th e  im p o r-

tan ce  o f in v es tin g  in  P S U , w e’re  say -

in g  g iv en  th e  im p ac t o n  o th e r tax in g

ju risd ic tio n s  –  th e  sch o o ls , th e  co u n -

ty  an d  th e  c ity  – U rb an  R en ew a l is  n o t

th e  w ay  to  d o  it.”

T h e  L a s t  M ile

In  Jan u a ry  2 0 1 2 , th e  P D C  b eg an  to

sh a re  a  b ro ch u re  ab o u t th e  E d u ca tio n

U R A  w ith  d o w n to w n  g ro u p s . T h ey

m et w ith  an  en th u sia s tic  recep tio n

fro m  th e  P o rtlan d  B u sin ess  A llian ce ,

th e  p r iv a te  d e v e lo p m e n t  g ro u p

G rea te r P o rtlan d  In c ., an d  fro m  L in -

c o ln  H ig h  S c h o o l  b o o s te r s ,  w h o

a lread y  h ad  am b itio u s  p lan s  fo r th e

sch o o l. T h ey  m e t w ith  re s id en ts  o f

E lio t To w ers  co n d o m in iu m s, w ith  th e

D o w n to w n  N e ig h b o rh o o d  A sso c ia -

tio n , th e  S o u th  o f M ark e t E co D is tric t

S tee rin g  C o m m ittee  an d  th e  G o o se

H o llo w  F o o th ills  L eag u e .

Ye t a s  la te  a s  F eb ru a ry  2 0 1 2 , M u lt-

n o m ah  C o u n ty  C h a ir Je ff  C o g en  w as

te llin g  th e  P o rtlan d  B u sin ess  Jo u r-

n a l’s  M a tth ew  K ish  th a t h e  h ad  n o t

seen  a  p lan  an d  h ad  p len ty  o f d o u b ts

ab o u t th e  p ro jec t.

“W e  h av en ’t seen  th e  m ay o r ’s  fin a l

P S U  p ro p o sa l,”  C o g e n  to ld  K ish .

“B u t it’s  im p o rtan t to  rem em b er th a t

an y  tim e  an  u rb an  ren ew a l a rea  g e ts

c rea ted , th e re ’s  an  im p ac t o n  a lread y

fin an c ia lly  s trap p ed  tax p ay e rs . A n d

th e re ’s  an  im p ac t o n  th e  se rv ices  w e

p ro v id e  to  p eo p le  in  n eed  —  sen io r

c itizen s , p eo p le  fac in g  fin an c ia l h a rd -

sh ip s  in v o lv in g  th e ir  h o m es, y o u th

p ro g ram s an d  o th e r c ritica l se rv ices

th a t a id  v u ln e rab le  p o p u la tio n s .”

Testim o n y  a t th e  P D C ’s  A p ril 11

p u b lic  h e a r in g  e c h o e d  th e se  c o n -

ce rn s . 

W e n d y  R a h m , a n  E l io t  To w e r

b o a rd  m em b er, sa id  th e  P D C  n eed ed

to  p ro v id e  m o re  in fo rm a tio n  in  its

o u treach  e ffo rts . 

“ I  ap p rec ia ted  P D C  co m in g  to  g iv e

th e  b rie fin g  a t th e  E llio t; it’s  a  b ig

to w er 2 2 9  u n its : 4 0 0  p eo p le ,”  sh e

sa id .  “H o w ev er I  w as  tro u b led  b y  th e

fac t th a t th is  b rie fin g  w as  u sed  a s  a

ch eck o ff fo r P D C  o u treach . M an y  o f

th e  5 6  p eo p le  w h o  a tten d ed  w ere  d is -

m ay ed  b y  th e  lack  o f d e ta il p re sen t-

ed , an d  b y  th e ir  q u es tio n s  fo r m o re

s p e c if ic  d e ta i l  g o in g  e s s e n t ia l ly

u n an sw ered . To  b e  fa ir, I  th in k  o u r

p resen ta tio n  w as  ea rly, an d  th e re fo re

m ay  b e  p e rh ap s  p rem a tu re , b u t th e re

w ere  a  lo t o f  co n ce rn s  ex p re ssed

ab o u t th a t a fte r th e  m ee tin g .”

R ah m  w as  o n e  o f sev e ra l p eo p le

w h o  ask ed  P D C  C o m m iss io n e rs  to

s lo w  d o w n  th e  d ec is io n . T h ey  d id n ’t.

A  p u b lic  o p en  h o u se  a t P S U  o n  A p ril

1 7 , co n c lu d ed  th e  o u treach  p ro cess .

O n  A p ril 2 4 , th e  P lan n in g  an d  S u s-

ta in ab ility  C o m m ittee  ap p ro v ed  th e

p lan . M u ltn o m ah  C o u n ty  C o m m is-

s io n e rs  ap p ro v ed  th e ir  sh a re  o f th e

d ea l o n  A p ril 2 6 . T h e  C en tra l C ity

U R A  E v a lu a tio n  C o m m ittee , w h ich

h ad  n o t m e t s in ce  la te  2 0 1 0 , w as

reco n v en ed  A p ril 2 6  to  lea rn  ab o u t

th e  n ew  p lan . T h ey  ap p ro v ed  it th a t

sam e  d ay. 

F o u r d ay s  la te r, P D C  C o m m iss io n -

e rs  sen t th e  p lan  to  c ity  co u n c il fo r

fin a l ap p ro v a l. T h e  co u n c il to o k  p u b -

lic  te s tim o n y  o n  M ay  9 , an d  v o ted  th e

U R A  in to  ex is ten ce  o n  M ay  1 6 .

To  in s id e rs , it w as  th e  su ccessfu l

co n c lu s io n  o f y ea rs  o f w o rk . To  o u t-

s id e rs  it w as  a  ru sh  jo b . A s  M au rice

S en d ak  m ig h t say. “L e t th e  w ild  ru m -

p u s  b eg in .”

Until January, no details about the plan

had been published and until April 6 no

full draft was available
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c o n t in u e d  fro m  p a g e  1

Boxing
c o n t in u e d  fro m  p a g e  1

A frican  A m erican s  h ad  7 6  p e rcen t lo w er

o d d s  o f o b ta in in g  a  k id n ey  fro m  a  liv in g

d o n o r. E v en  a t th e  fac ilitie s  th a t cam e  c lo s-

e s t to  eq u a lity, A frican  A m erican s  w ere  s till

3 5  p e rcen t le ss  lik e ly  to  o b ta in  a  tran sp lan t. 

T h e re  a re  m o re  th an  9 2 ,0 0 0  p eo p le  w a it-

in g  fo r a  k id n ey  in  th e  U n ited  S ta te s , an d

o v e r a  th ird  o f th o se  a re  A frican  A m erican s .

In  2 0 11 , th e re  w ere  5 ,7 7 1  liv in g  d o n o r

tran sp lan ts  p e rfo rm ed  —  th e  lo w est ra te  in

ten  y ea rs  —  b u t o n ly  8 1 3  o f th o se  k id n ey s

w ere  rece iv ed  b y  A frican  A m erican s .  

N ea l say s  k id n ey  fa ilu re  is  a t an  ep id em ic

lev e l in  p a rt b ecau se  it is  lin k ed  to  th e  o b e -

s ity  ep id em ic . A n d  th e  p ro b lem  is  m ad e

w o rse  b y  th e  h ig h  co s t o f k id n ey  d ia ly s is

an d  tran sp lan ta tio n  –  th e  o n ly  w ay s  fo r k id -

n ey  p a tien ts  to  av o id  o rg an  fa ilu re .

It co s ts  c lo se  to  $ 3 5 ,0 0 0  a  y ea r fo r th e  ty p -

ica l p e rso n  o n  d ia ly s is  to  o b ta in  m ed ica l

ca re , sh e  sa id , an d  a  tran sp lan t can  co s t a s

m u ch  a s  $ 2 5 0 ,0 0 0 .

“T h ere  a re  a  lo t o f so c ia l ju s tice  issu es  in

h ea lth ,”  N ea l say s . “ It is  a  trag ed y  to  lo se

p eo p le  to  issu es  th a t d o n ’t h av e  to  a ffec t

th em , it’s  a lso  en o rm o u sly  ex p en siv e .”

D r. S eg ev  ag reed  th a t th e  d isp a ritie s  co u ld

b e  ex p la in ed , a t lea s t in  p a rt, b y  th e  ep i-

d em ics  o f o b es ity, h y p e rten s io n  an d  d ia -

b e te s , w h ich  a re  lik e ly  ru lin g  o u t m an y

p o ten tia l A frican  A m erican s  o rg an  d o n o rs

fro m  g iv in g  to  a  frien d  o r fam ily  m em b er.

D iffe ren ces  in  cu ltu re , ed u ca tio n  an d  so c ia l

a ttitu d es  a s  w e ll a s  b a rrie rs  to  m ed ica l ca re

in  g en e ra l m ay  a lso  b e  fac to rs .

“W e n eed  to  fig u re  o u t th e  k ey s  to  su c -

cessfu lly  red u c in g  d isp a ritie s ,”  D r. S eg ev

sa id . “W h a t is  it th a t cen te rs  d o  to  h e lp  th e ir

p a tien ts  id en tify  liv in g  d o n o rs?  H o w  d o

th ey  g e t liv e  d o n o rs  ev a lu a ted  e ffic ien tly ?

A n d  h o w  d o  th e ir  p a tien ts  ad d ress  th e  m an y

b arrie rs  to  su ccessfu l liv e  d o n o r tran sp lan -

ta tio n , p a rticu la rly  th o se  faced  b y  A frican

A m erican s?”

T h e  s ta ff  o f M .I.K .E ., w h ich  is  b ased  a t

P ro v id en ce  S t. V in cen t H o sp ita l, trav e ls

th ro u g h o u t th e  a rea  teach in g  y o u n g  p eo p le

h o w  to  ed u ca te  th e ir  fam ilie s  an d  co m m u n i-

tie s  o n  b e tte r k id n ey  h ea lth  th ro u g h  d ie t an d

ex e rc ise .

“T h e  M .I.K .E . p ro g ram  rec ru its  co m m u -

n ity  m en to rs  w h o  w ill w o rk  w ith  y o u n g

p eo p le  o n  a  w eek ly  b as is  to  g u id e  th em

th ro u g h  a  cu rricu lu m , an d  w e  p rep a re  p eo -

p le  to  b e  am b assad o rs  fo r h ea lth ,”  sh e  sa id .

“T h e  w h o le  id ea  is  to  s ta rt a  r ip p le  e ffec t

th ro u g h  ed u ca tio n  an d  m en to rsh ip  an d  co m -

m u n ity  o u treach .”

“T h e  N a tio n a l K id n ey  F o u n d a tio n ’s  E N D

T H E  WA IT  in itia tiv e  is  fo cu sed  o n  red u c in g

th e  w a it fo r tran sp lan t fo r ev e ry o n e  o n  th e

w a itin g  lis t,”  sa id  Jo sep h  Vassa lo tti, M D ,

th e  N a tio n a l K id n e y  F o u n d a tio n ’s  c h ie f

m ed ica l o ffice r.  

“F irs t, w e  m u st m ak e  an  e ffo rt to  in c rease

liv in g  d o n a tio n  fo r ev e ry o n e  w h o  is  e lig ib le

fo r k id n ey  tran sp lan ta tio n ,”  h e  sa id . “S ec -

o n d , w e  h av e  to  ex p lo re  d iffe ren t w ay s  to

red u ce  rac ia l d isp a ritie s  in  access  to  liv in g

d o n o r k id n ey  tran sp lan ta tio n .  

“T h ird , w e  n eed  to  fin d  w ay s  th a t am p lify

co llab o ra tiv e  in te rac tio n s  b e tw een  p a tien ts

an d  tran sp lan t cen te rs  to  fin d  p o ten tia l liv -

in g  d o n o rs ,”  Vassa lo tti sa id . “A n d  fin a lly,

w e  h av e  to  ad d ress  w h y  th e re  is  su ch  v a ria -

tio n  b e tw een  tran sp lan t cen te rs  in  th e  U .S .”   

T h e  M IK E  P ro g ram  h o ld s  its  an n u a l b en -

e fit d in n e r an d  au c tio n  S ep t. 1 4  a t th e  M u lt-

n o m ah  A th le tic  C lu b . F in d  o u t m o re  ab o u t

th e ir  w o rk  a t w w w.m ik ep ro g ram .o rg . 

R ead  m o re  ab o u t th e  N a tio n a l K id n ey

F o u n d a tio n  a t w w w.k id n ey.o rg .

“M y  co ach  say s  I  h av e

g o t a  ch an ce  to  g o  to  th e

O ly m p ic s .  I ’m  re a d y.

T h e y  th in k  I ’m  a t th a t

lev e l.  S o  I  w an t to  fin d  an

O ly m p ic  m a tch  an d  th en

if  I  w in  th a t d o  an o th e r. If

I  k e e p  w in n in g  th o s e

c o m p e t i t io n s  I  c a n

b e c o m e  p a r t  o f  a n

O ly m p ic  tr ia l. T h ey  say  I

h av e  a  sh o t.”

N ex t u p  fo r R o g e l is  A ir

N a t io n a l  G u a rd  b o o t

cam p , w h ere  h e  is  h ead -

in g  in  Ju n e . H e’s  ac tiv e ly

seek in g  w o rk  a s  a  p a ra le -

g a l an d  h o p e fu l th a t h e

w ill f in d  so m eth in g  so o n . 

“ I h av en ’t b een  fin d in g

an y th in g  a s  a  p a ra leg a l, so

I’m  o p en  to  w o rk in g  a s  a

recep tio n is t o r an y  o ffice

w o rk ,”  h e  sa y s . “ I  ju s t

n eed  a  ch an ce  to  sh o w  m y

p ro fess io n a l sk ills .”  

‘I just need a chance to

show my professional skills’

Juan Rogel

Kidney failure is at an

epidemic level in part

because it is linked to

the obesity epidemic


