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Costly
Funding
Plan
How power brokers
fast-tracked the
‘Education URA’

B y  H e le n  S i lv is  

O f  The Skanner News

C
ity  C o u n c il ap p ro v ed  P o rtlan d ’s  n ew

E d u c a t io n  U rb a n  R e n e w a l  A re a ,

M ay  1 6 , in  a  th ree  to  o n e  v o te . I t w as

a  m a jo r v ic to ry  fo r M ay o r S am  A d am s, P S U

P res id en t W im  W iew e l an d  th e  P o rtlan d

D ev e lo p m en t C o m m iss io n .

U su a lly  th e  v ic to ry  en d s  th e  b a ttle . T h is

tim e , th e  co n tro v e rsy  h as  in ten s ified .

F ro m  th e  p u b lica tio n  o f th e  d ra ft p lan  to

th e  fin a l c ity  co u n c il v o te , th e  E d u ca tio n

U R A  w as fa s t-track ed  in  ju s t o v e r a  m o n th .

O p p o n en ts  say  th e  d ec is io n  w as  tak en  to o

q u ick ly.

“ It’s  a  co m p lica ted  co n cep t an d  to  h av e

ju s t o n e  m o n th  to  ex p la in  th is  to  th e  p u b lic

w as  to o  sh o rt a  tim e ,”  say s  D eb b ie  A io n a , a

b o a rd  d irec to r fo r th e  L eag u e  o f W o m en

Vo te rs , w h ich  o p p o ses  th e  n ew  U R A .

M o v in g  to o  fa s t?  A  d o w n to w n  U rb an

R en ew a l A rea  h as  b een  in  th e  w o rk s  s in ce

fa ll 2 0 1 0 , say s  P D C  sp o k esm an , S h aw n

U h lm an . A n d  M ay o r A d am s sp o k e  ab o u t

p lan s  fo r an  E d u ca tio n  U R A  in  h is  2 0 11  an d

2 0 1 2  S ta te  o f th e  C ity  sp eech es . M o reo v e r,

p lan n e rs  h av e  b een  w o rk in g  w ith  M u ltn o m -

ah  C o u n ty  an d  P o rtlan d  P u b lic  S ch o o ls  to

cu t a  d ea l th a t ev e ry o n e  can  b e  h ap p y  ab o u t. 

“F ro m  an  o u treach  s tan d p o in t an d  a  p a rt-

n e rsh ip  s tan d p o in t, I  th in k  w h a t w e  h av e

d o n e  h e re  is  w o rk  v e ry  p ro ac tiv e ly  w ith  a ll

th e  p a rtn e rs ,”  say s  U h lm an . “T h e  o u treach

w e  h av e  d o n e  is  v e ry  s im ila r to  th e  o th e r

U R A s.”  

S o  w h a t’s  d iffe ren t ab o u t th e  E d u ca tio n

U R A ? 

F o r s ta rte rs , th e  o rig in a l C ity  C en te r U R A

p ro p o sa l w as  p u t o n  h o ld  fo r m o re  th an  a

y ea r. In  D ecem b er 2 0 1 0 , A d am s d ec id ed  to

je ttiso n  th e  o rig in a l p lan . B eh in d  c lo sed

d o o rs , in  2 0 11 , p lan s  fo r a  s tream lin ed

U R A , tig h tly  fo cu sed  o n  P o rtlan d  S ta te  U n i-

v e rs ity  an d  its  sp in o ff re sea rch  in d u stry,

to o k  sh ap e . 

B y  A p ril 6 , 2 0 1 2 , w h en  th e  P D C  p o sted

Race and Organ Transplants

A
t ev e ry  tran sp lan t cen te r

in  th e  n a tio n , A fr ic a n

A m erican s  a re  th e  lea s t

lik e ly  to  rece iv e  a  k id n ey  fro m  a

liv in g  o rg an  d o n o r.

R e s e a rc h  p u b l is h e d  in  th e

A m e r ic a n  J o u rn a l  o f  K id n e y

D iseases , th e  o ffic ia l jo u rn a l o f

th e  N a tio n a l K id n ey  F o u n d a -

tio n , u sed  d a ta  g a th e red  fro m  a ll

2 7 5  tra n sp la n t c e n te rs  in  th e

U .S ., a n d  sh o w e d  th a t  th o se

fac ilitie s  se rv in g  p red o m in an tly

A frican  A m erican  p o p u la tio n s

h ad  ev en  h ig h e r ra te s  o f liv in g

d o n o r tran sp lan t d isp a ritie s . 

“W e  w ere  q u ite  d isap p o in ted

to  fin d  th a t n o t a  s in g le  cen te r in

th is  co u n try  h ad  eq u a l a tta in -

m en t o f liv e  d o n o r k id n ey  tran s-

p lan ts  in  A frican  A m erican s  an d

n o n -A fric a n  A m e ric a n s ,”  sa id

th e  s tu d y ’s  lead  au th o r, D o rry

S eg ev, M D , o f Jo h n s  H o p k in s

U n iv e rs ity  S ch o o l o f M ed ic in e . 

“W e  w ere  h o p in g  to  fin d  a t

lea s t a  few  cen te rs  w h ere  th e re

as  rac ia l p a rity, so  w e  co u ld

le a rn  b e s t  p ra c t ic e s ,”  S e g e v

sa id . “W e  w ere  su rp rised  to  fin d

th a t th o se  cen te rs  th a t trea ted

th e  h ig h e s t  p e rc e n ta g e  o f

A frican  A m erican s  ac tu a lly  h ad

th e  h ig h es t rac ia l d isp a ritie s .”

In  P o rtlan d , th e  M u lticu ltu ra l

In te g ra te d  K id n e y  E d u c a t io n

P ro g ram  is  w o rk in g  to  g e t ah ead

o f th e  s ta tis tic s  th ro u g h  h ea lth

le a d e rs h ip  c la s s e s  fo r  y o u th .

M .I.K .E . P re s id en t C h e ry l N ea l

say s  p rev en tio n  is  th e  b es t w ay

to  sav e  liv es  fro m  k id n ey  fa il-

u re .

“ A fr ic a n  A m e r ic a n s  a re ,

ro u g h ly  a n d  p ro p o r t io n a te ly,

ab o u t fo u r tim es  m o re  lik e ly  to

b e  trea ted  fo r k id n ey  fa ilu re ,”

sh e  sa id . “A b o u t 7 0  to  8 0  p e r-

cen t o f k id n ey  fa ilu re  is  p rev en t-

ab le  b y  ea tin g  w e ll, s tay in g  fit

w ith  p h y sica l ac tiv ity, av o id in g

sa lt, d rin k in g  w a te r –  s im p le

th in g s  w e  k n o w  can  im p ro v e

o u r h ea lth  in  g en e ra l.”

S tu d ie s  sh o w  th a t liv in g  k id -

n ey s  –  d o n a ted  b y  a  co m p a tib le

in d iv id u a l –  la s t lo n g e r an d  a re

g en e ra lly  h ea lth ie r th an  k id n ey s

tak en  fro m  a  d eceased  d o n o r. 

T h e  J o h n s  H o p k in s  s tu d y

sh o w ed  th a t a t tran sp lan t cen -

te rs  w ith  th e  h ig h es t d isp a ritie s

o n  l iv in g  o rg a n  d o n a t io n ,

One Student’s Struggle Against Gangs

W
ith  h is  s ig h ts  se t o n  th e  2 0 1 6

O ly m p ics , b o x in g  h o p e fu l Ju an

R o g e l h as  p ack ed  a  lo t in to  h is

sh o rt life . 

R a ised  in  M ex ico  an d  N o rth  P o rtlan d , h e

h ad  n o  p a ren ts  to  s tee r h is  p a th . B u t w ith

h e lp  fro m  P o rtlan d ’s  o u treach  w o rk e rs  an d

sta ff  a t R o o sev e lt H ig h  S ch o o l, R o g e l m an -

ag ed  to  rise  ab o v e  th e  p u ll o f s tree t g an g s . 

“Yo u  w an t th a t su p p o rt an d  y o u  w an t

re sp ec t,”  h e  say s  ab o u t h is  fee lin g s  a s  a

s tru g g lin g  h ig h  sch o o l s tu d en t. 

R o g e l g rad u a ted  w ith  a  h ig h  G PA , an d  h as

n o w  g rad u a ted  fro m  H ea ld  C o lleg e  w ith  a

p a ra leg a l d eg ree  – a ll w h ile  w o rk in g  to  su p -

p o rt h im se lf  a t M cD o n a ld s . H e  sh a red  h is

su ccess  a t th e  G an g  Task  F o rce  m ee tin g  a t

th e  N o rth eas t p o lice  p rec in c t M ay  2 5  an d

rece iv ed  an  o v a tio n . 

R o g e l’s  lo n g -te rm  p e rso n a l am b itio n  is  to

m ak e  th e  b o x in g  O ly m p ic  team . T ra in in g  a t

K n o tt S tre e t a n d  G ra n d  Av e n u e  b o x in g

c lu b s , h e  h as  b een  sp a rrin g  w ith  p ro fess io n -

a l b o x e rs  an d  g e ttin g  en co u rag em en t to

fig h t th e  b es t am a teu r b o x e rs .

“ I’m  2 1  an d  n o w  I can  g o  an y w h ere ,”

R o g e l sa id . “S o  I  h av e  to  th in k  ab o u t d o  I

w an t to  b eco m e  a  P ro  o r s tay  in  am a teu r?

Gov. Kitzhaber visited the set of “Grim,” in Portland’s NW industrial area, to celebrate the return of the popular fantasy
show for its second season. The party included NBC executives, politicians, cast and crew, and staffers from the state
Office of Film and Television. Also on hand was the actor and activist Ed Asner. Grimm will contribute $50 million to
Oregon’s economy in 2011-12.

Study: African Americans least likely to find a living kidney donor

Juan Rogel’s sights are set on making the Olympic boxing team
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