
Former Tribune reporter Ben Jacklet wrote, in the series
of articles titled ‘The Secret Watchers,’ that law enforce-
ment says that doesn’t happen anymore.

“But the spy files provide a cautionary tale in today’s
post-Sept. 11 world. They show how intelligence gatherers
can be seduced by their own political convictions. They
show how watching one group leads to watching another,
and then another. And they show how easy it is for secret
files to take on a life of their own.”

The article continued:
“People think surveillance will only be used against the

bad people, but it never works like that,” says Ron
Herndon, a longtime activist in Portland’s Black communi-
ty who was spied on for years. “When you give law
enforcement the unfettered authority to snoop into people’s
lives in the name of national security, it will be abused.”

It may sound like a conspiracy theory to some people –
but there’s no question that virtually every Oregon resident
charged and convicted of terror-related crimes so far – and
there are a surprising number — has been either Black, or
Muslim, or both. 

And certainly most of the 727 people currently listed on
the Portland Police gang list are people of color.

RICO laws, as well as the Patriot Act, both involve sig-
nificant degrees of surveillance, and wide swaths of secre-
cy in government operations. 

“And you know as I remember them, there was a big
wave when a lot of that RICO stuff first came out in the mid
to late ‘90s, where the police did a whole sweep in Old
Town-Chinatown with a bunch of young Black men, one of
which was my cousin,” Muhammad said. “They were all
secretly indicted for drug charges and then given some stiff
sentences with regards to that.”

He notes that former Portland Police Officer Ron
Frashour, who pulled the trigger that killed Aaron
Campbell, is up for a new hearing next month in which he
may be awarded his job back – one of many small factors
that give community members the feeling that young Black
men are the scapegoats of law enforcement, while police
officers are not held accountable for wrongdoing.

Sen. Ron Wyden last week said it is important for local
citizens to get behind gang prevention programs that stand
to be cut in the federal budget.

“The last stop that we made last night in the community,
I believe it was at the market at the corner of 18th and
Dekum, and a fellow came up and he was wearing colors,
and there wasn’t much question in my mind that he was a
gang member,” Wyden said. “And he said, Senator, if
you’re serious about getting at this you’ve got to reach the
kids. You’ve got to reach the kids that are four, five, six,
seven. 

“He basically said because by the time they’re 10, you’re
playing catch-up ball,” Wyden continued. “So in this com-
munity we’re going to have to marshall all our resources,
federal, state, and local, to deal with this.”

One that’s on the federal chopping block is the Gang
Resistance Education and Training Program, a model com-
munity policing institution that sends police officers into
schools to work with young people and build positive rela-
tionships one-on-one.

GREAT also sponsors family events and parenting class-
es between law enforcement and immigrant Hispanic and
Somali families in the Cully neighborhood.

The program’s total funding is being slashed from $25
million a few years ago to $10 million in next year’s budg-
et.

Meanwhile, alleged Christmas bomber Mohamed
Mohamud, who was born in Somalia, is scheduled for a
‘status and scheduling hearing’ May 23, after Judge Garr
King in January rejected prosecutors’ efforts to schedule the
teen’s terrorism trial for February of 2012.

Mohamud’s attorneys are expected to argue the former
Oregon State University student was entrapped by FBI
agents. He has pled not guilty in the case.
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