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Legal At Last 30 Years Ago Today|

Beer Got a Heady Welcome

By MARVIN TIMS

Pay LEss Drue Store

Of the Reglstar-Guard

Fugeneans bubbled with
excitement. They were about
to quench a 13-year Lhirst
with recently legalized 32
beer.

The manufacture and sale
of alcoholic liquors had been
fllegal since 1920, outlawed
with the enactment of the
16th (Prohibition) Amend-
mant to the Constitution.

But on April 7, 1933, exact-
Iy 30 years ago loday, the
first legnlized beer in more
than a decads was to flow
from Eugene taps, Congress a
{aw weeks earilor had passed
special heer legislation o le-
galie that beverage almost
Immediately. The legalization
of olher alcoholic heverages

was to come later.

The Eugena City Couneil,
readying the city for the sala
of beer, pansed a speclal or-
dinanes on April 4, 1033, pro-
hibiting its sale on the Lni-
versity of Oregon campus, at
dance halls or at skating
rinks, Beer was also hanned
from card rooms and pool
halls, and could not be sold
to minors under 18 years of
age.

As the waning hours of
April 8 ticked off, the parched
throats In Eugene and the na-
tlon became increasingly
drier, anticipating the substi-
tute for the hated ‘'near
beer," a mild concoction that
was suddenly selling as cheap-
Iy as elght hottles for a quar-

fer.

Ax April 7 dawned in Eu-
gene, hundrods rushed to the
eating establishments
for Hquid refreshments. And
throughout the nation, thirsty
Amerieans were lifting glasses
in celebration of the death of
the 18th Amendment.

But to the dismay of many
of the Eugene citizenry, the
city was still dry. Not a drop
of beer dripped anywhers,
Merchants, shrugging their
shoulders, said expected beer
delivaries wers Iats,

About 4 am, on the 7th, 78

casos and 10 kegs of beer ar-
rived by train. The preclous
fluld was quickly dispersed to
retall outlets and by 7 am.
many citizans, who hadn't yet
gone to bed, were amacking
their lips.

But within three hours the
supply was gone, a develop-
ment which created consterna-
tlon among those who had
planned to aip after lunch.
Some 25 carlonds of beer
schedulad for delivery from
San Franclsco hadn't arrived.
Eugens was agaln as dry as it
was during prohibition days.

Whils the supply lasted,
beer wan selling for 10 cenis
& glass, Merchants sald they
Iater Intended to lower the
price to a nickel,

Security Rules Often Hurt
Public, Oppenheimer Says
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interviewed by Times corres
pondent Walter Sullivan at the
Institute for Advanced Study,
Prineston, N. I,

Oppenhelmer, who has head-
od the Institute since 1847, mads
a strong plea for freeing sclence
from the ahackles of unneces-
sary secrecy, the Times re
ported.

The newspaper quoled Oppen.
heimer as saying that sscrecy
in regard to a noutron homb
could lead the publie to beliave
that nuclear war could he made

mote tolerable, This, he sald,
eould lead to a relaxation of

It was the AFC's interprela:

tion of seeurity regulations near-

his security clearance, three
AEC eommissloners based thelr
decision on “his persistent and
continuous association with
Communists.”

A fourth said Oppenheimer
wan disloyal in that he dlsre-.
garded security regulations of
& man in a sensitive position,

On the occasion of his inter

view, Oppenheimer relensed «!§

prepared atatement saying:
“Most of us look to the good
opinion of our colleagues and
to the good will and the eon-
fidencs of our government. 1
am no exception.”
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An April B news slary was
somewhat eritleal of Eugene's
opening.day beer-selling ac-
tivities, The story said:

“At some of the dispensar-
jes yesterday where draught
beer was put over the count:
er, there was every evidence
of plenty of spilling or total
waste of the precious fluid,
Old-time  bartenders, and
thers wera quite a fow still
in the city, watched with
some interest just how the
new generation of lads in
white jackets, and lassies now
too, handled the faucets,
There is no doubt that there
s an art and science {o draw.
ing beer to save profits and
not ellow too much to go down
the drain instead of in the
glass.”

By Tuesday, April 11, beer
was flowing again. That San
Francisco shipment had fin-
ally arrived and now suppliea
were beginning to trickle in
from Washington slate,

Springlield, meanwhile,
wan still dry. The eity couneil
hadn't yel passed an ordin-
ance to license taverns,

Instead of concentrating on

beer, the council on April 10

passed an ordinance banning

roller skating on Main Street.
It would be another two
weeks before the clty fathers

peopls were soaking up beer
like human sponges during
the first 48 hours of legalized
selling. An officlal of a na-
tional beer association esti-
mated that 60 million pints of
the beverage were consumed
in that period.

At the same time, the Pure
Milk Assn. was publicizing
the iact that beer sales had
not lessened the natlon's de-
mand for milk.

Meanwhile, the Northwest's
hopes for an increase in Lhe
haer supply was temporarily
dimmed by what beer drink-
ers called the Wallh Walla,
Wash,, tragedy. A huge pipe
in a brewery burst. Befors
the damage could be re
phired, nearly 20,000 gallons
ol beer was lost,

Several days later, on April
16, Eugene was again hit by
a suds shoriage. And resi-
dents were heginning to com-
plain about high prices. Some
taverns were now charging
25 cents for an 1l-ounce
hottle. Soon the price rose to
30 cents, This made some clii-
gens  hopping mad. They
charged that merchanis were
taking advantage of the situa-
tlon,

Fortunately for the com-
munity, the severe shoriage
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