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EEC Hurting
American
Farm Market

By CARL HARTMAN
Of the Assoclated Press

BRUSSELS — Western Fu.
rope’s Common Markel, fos.
tered by Uncle Sam, has grown
into a welf-assertive teenager
Who has the old man worried.

The Common Markel's system
of customs dulies threatens the
market for American farm prod-
uels in Western Europe, Ils
members, especinlly France,
want to produce mare of these
products instead of buying them
&broad,

In 1061 the United States
shipped $1.8 billlon worth of
farm goods to the Common Mar-
ket countries—France, West
Germany, Italy, Belgium, Hol-
land and Luxembourg, Prelim-
inary figures indicate the total
was even higher in 1962,

Present plans of the Common
Market authorities could up
this by a third or more.

Sales of American colten and
tobaceo are not much threaten:
ed. Common Markel members
produce little of these.

Poultry Hard Hit

Sales of American pouliry
have been hard:hit and grain
may be next on the list.

After World War I Ameri-

cans were saying that Europe
could get out of its viclous eir-
cle of poverty and war only If
it broke down old (rade barriers
at national frontiers. Europeans,
it was argued, should be brought
into one big market so Europ-
ean businessmen could give the
consumer mass-produced goods
at low prices, It would be eco-
nomical for Europesn countries,
with their smaller farm area
and many tiny plots of ground,
to concentrate on dairy and
meat production, Grains eould
be bought much more cheaply
abroad.

These {deas appealed to many
Europeans, and the Common
Market is now formed and mov:
Ing toward unity In many
ways, Bul when it comes Lo
farming, things are not work-
ing out as the United Slatesl

might have liked,

Farmers In Western Europe
pull a lot of political welght, In
the United States only A per
cent of the working population
Is engaged In farming, In West
Germany the figure Is 15 per
eent and In France 23 per cenl,
France, West Germany and
Italy-deminant countries in the
Common Market—are ruled by
eonservative parties which make
& alrong appeal (o the farmer,

Protection Bystem

The Common Market authori:
tles have figured out an over
all system to prolect their
{armers,

A series of variable lovies can
make any farm import sell a
little higher—or, If desired, u‘
whole lot higher—than (he
home-grown variety.

Chicken used to be a luxury
In Europe. Ordinary {olks ate it
rarely, and with the feeling that
they were doing something fes
tive — the way Americans used
Lo {eel a generation ago, Then
In 1958 the West German gov:
ernment  bhegan allowing the
spending of foreign currency for
poultry,

Within four years, the United
States was selling 165 mil'l'mnI
pounds of chicken s vear tu|
West Germany. The price was
well below the red meat, des | B
pite a duty of five cents a|
pount. |

German  domestic producers
and exporters in Denmark and
Hollund also stepped up sales,
Chicken became a common {tem
on the German unrkinam-.m'a|
Lable.

Exports Drop [

Last summer the new Cnm‘|
mon Market levies went into
effect on chicken. Enlrance (ces
for American poultry shol up|

250 per cent, tn 125 cenls a
pound, Amerlcan exports
dropped oif.

Waost German housewives now

pay aboul 44 cents a pound for
chicken. The Ametican prod. |
uct could be sold for 25 per
cent less If it were not for the
levies.

European consumers are he-
Ing denied a bargain but the
Common Murket chicken f{arm.

ers are cleaning up. American
chicken farmers (ace the loss of
850 million of business a year

Even more money s involved
In US, exports of grain and
grain products 1o the Common
Market—S380 million in 1961

Here too the levies have hegun
to be fell. Tggs and pork are
also aflected.

Ametican farmers are putling
presaure on their government
to retaliale against the poultry
levy by way of warning. One
suggestion is to slap a really
heavy tarilf on some kinds of
French champagne entering the
United States

President Kennedy's advisers
are resisting this pressure. They
fedl that one retaliatory pres

sure brings another, and they
want to cul tarilfs—nol ta in.
ereasa them

Postal Aide Dies

WASHINGTON Mir— nr;nm-|
Assistant  Postmaster Generasl|
Elmer P. Brock, 38, died Tues. |
day at the National Instituta af
Health of lymphalie eancer
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