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Homes, Churches Here Prepare for Season of Advent

- o

Denominations to Celebrate
‘The Coming’ Various Ways

By PEPPER BERKELEY
QOf the Register-Guard

"0 ecome, o come Emmanuel, and runsom captive lsrael,
Who lies in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear.”

This ancient chant of the Christian church echoes the
centuries that the Jewish people waited for the Messish, And
now, It typifies the spirit of Advent, the church season be-
ginning Sunday,

From denomination to denomination, the emphasis and
theologleal interpretation of Advent varies,

Some churches observe it as o type of Lenten season, For
these, It is & solemn period of spiritusl preparation for the
“coming” of Jesus Christ on Christmas, much ss Lent is a
season of spiritual preparation for Bastor and Christ's resur
reclion from the dead.

In these churches the liturgy, lessons, and hymns from
the Bible emphasizes two themes: repentance and hope. The
lHturgleal color, used on the altar on vestments and in other
ways in some churches, is purple, symbolizing penance.

As  chureh season, Advent |s the beginning of the eccle-
siustical year, It beging on the Sunday nearest Nov. 30, which
is the Feast of St Andrew. Advent ends on Christinas,

The word “advent” comes from the Latin “adventus”
meaning “a coming.”" Church historians say that the obsery.
ance Is very ancient, dating buack to the first centuries A.D.

Throughout the centuries, two types of traditions concern-
ing the observance of Advent have developed. One type is for
the home, the other for the church.
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