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Case of the King-Size Monkey; Wrench

The cases of Ross Barnett, James
Meredith, even General Edwin Walker,
are back where they ought to he—in the
courts, But don't expect all to be se-
rene. David Lawrence, the columnist
who is also publisher of U.S. News and
World Report, has revealed a monkey
wrench of the greatest magnitude, He
contends, in a editorial in his magazine,
that the Fourteenth Amendment, upon
which the federal government's case
largely rests, is illegal. This has long
heen a popular view in the South. Ex-
pect now that it will be taken up with
renewed vigor.

The Supreme Court, Lawrence notes,
has never passed upon the method hy
which the amendment was ratified by
the states in the hectic years right after
the Civil War. Here, briefly, is the
chronology: «

June 18, 1866—Secrelary of State
Seward forwards the proposed amend-
ment to the states, 28 of which must
ratify if it is to become law.

June 30, 1866—Connecticut is first
to ratify.

July 6, 1866 to July 4, 1868—24 more
states ratify. In this period North Caro-
lina, Louisiana and South Carolina re-
jected the proposed amendment. Also
in this period, New Jersey and Ohio,
which had once voted to ratify, voted to
rescind their earlier ratification. Thus,
by July 4, 1868, the federal government
needed three additional ratifications—
if the “rescind” moves of Ohio and New
Jersey were not allowed, If those were
allowed, five more ratifications were
needed.

Legislatures of the former Confed-
erale states were packed with the scala-
wags gnd carpetbaggers of infamy and
with f@rmer slaves, many of them illiter-
ate. By July 9 of 1868, ratifications were
obtained from North Carolina, Louisiana
and South Carolina, all of which had
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What Is Home Rule?

Would you rather have control of
your family's affairs right within the
family circle? Or would you prefer to
take such matters to an area council of
family representatives for final and bind-
ing decisions?

1If you favor settlements made at
home, by those directly to be affected
by them, you are in favor of “home
rile,”” the principle underlying a new
Lane County charter to be voted on
Nov. 6.

By adopting this charter, Lane
County residents can control how day-to-
day affaifs of counly government are
handled. @i the charter is defeated, con-
trol of connty affairs will continue
to be patterned by the Stale Legisia-
ture.

Nothing in the new charter, or that
might be done under its provisions,
would overrule stateswide laws, But
home rule would be emploved in such
matters as reorganizing courthouse de-
partments and adopling local ordinances
to deal with local problems. The respon-
sibility for the efficiency of most county
departments would be given to three
elected county commissioners instead of
being scattered. as it now ls, among a
group of independently elected depart-
ment heads

If the new charter Is adopted, county
voters will then have rights that city
voters have long possessed, including the
powers of initiative and referendum
through which they may exercise ems-
by-item control over the direction of
local public affairs.

To state it simply: Grassrools gove
ernment i8 the idea that will be served
if Lane County's home rule charter is
adopted. With home rule, Lane volers
will be able to dictate any fulure
changes in county procedures which
they think should be made. Without it.
Lane residents will continue to be gov-
erncd too much according to the will
of the legislators of the entire state
assembled in Salem.

once rejected the amendment. The Ohio
and New Jersey moves to rescind were
not recognized, and thus the ratifications
were counted.

Now, how about those moves to re-
scind? And how. about the legality of
the three southern legislatures which
changed their minds?' Those are ques-
tions the court has avoided.

Oregon figures in this story some-
what, too. Oregon voted to ratify on
Sept. 19, 1866, But the complexion of
the Legislature changed, partly as the
result of southern Democrals who
flocked in here after the war, In Oc-
tober of 1868, three months after rati-
fication of the amendment was pro-
claimed, Oregon, also, voted to rescind.
And Oregon didn't get around to ratify-
ing the 15th amendment, which gave
former slaves the right to vote, until
Feh, 24, 10590, some 90 years after the
first state, Nevada, had ratified that
amendment, California rejected that
amendment and never even bothered to
act on the 14th,

Illegal? Well, maybe. Certainly it
was high-handed. But, then, high-hand-
edness was called for between Fort
Sumter and the removal of troops from
the South in 1877. The only way the
Union could be glued together again was
by high-handedness. Thig is what brings
a smile to those who read, 100 years
later, southern protests about *Abe Lin-
coln’s illegal invasion of the South."”

Ah, what a flap there would be if
the 14th amendment should be ruled il-
legal, which is unlikely. So large a bady
of decision has been based upon it the
past 94 years, Certainly a new one
would have to take its place, and pronto.
For we must remember that the 14th,
as important an amendment as the bill
of rights in safeguarding our liberties,
hears also upon many activities that are
not remotely related to tragic events in

the South,
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Take the Eighth?

Mississippi's Gov. Ross Barnett could
be fined $10,000 a day for everv day of
noncompliance with a federal court
order. L. Gov. Paul B. Johnson, Jr,

‘could be fined $5,000 a day.

These cumulative penalties are like
those in the Internal Security Act,
which provide fines of $10,000 a day and
five years of imprisonment for each day
of noncompliance. One wonders if they
are not in the nature of a “cruel and
unusual punishment,” and thus in viola-
tion of the Eighth Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution.

Bad Luck Sign

President Kennedy is going all out
in his effort to “help” Democratic candi-
dates for Congress. The President boasts
he is a student of history. 1f some of the
candidates for Congress are history stu-
dents, too, they may ask him to please
stay in Washington until after Nov. 6.
Presidential “help” has usually been the
Kind candidates can do without.

Woodrow Wilson in 1918 made a
great effort to get the American people
o elect Democrats to Congress. Repub-
ltiegans that vear gained 30 seats in the
House and five in the Senate

And remember the famous Roosevolt
“purge” of 1938. FDR that year singled
out nine senators and three representa-
tives he saild he wanted beaten. All but
one was re-elected. The Republicans
gained B0 House and six Senate seats.

In 1954 Vice President Nixon did the
job for President Eisenhower. Demo-
crals won 19 House seats and one (Ore-
gon's) Senate seat, In 1958, Mr, Eisen-
hower tried it himself, with Nixon only
helping. gained 49 House
soats and 17 in the Senate, their groatest
gains In two (decades

Demperats

Mavbe President Kennedy has some-
thing his predecessors didn't have. But
Democratic candidates are entitled to

worry a little if the Caroline lands at
the home-town airport.
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Backs Lewis

SPRINGFIELD (To the Ed-
itor} — After rending the ramb-
ling letter to the editor in a re-
cent issue of the Eugene Regis-
tor-Guard, signed by a candidate
for justice of the peace, Spring-
field District, T am more con:
vineed then ever that we should
relain our present judge, Carl
M. Lewis,

There I8 abgolutely no doubt
about Judge Lewis's experience,
proven  ability, tolerance and
understanding.

Judge Lewis has built our
Justice court up from nothing to
n recognired court of dignity
and high standing in the com-
munity. An untried, inexpe-
rienced person soeks the office.

‘Why should we vote for an
inexperienced man that has
been in the state only a few
years compared to Judge Lewis
who has been a resident of Lane
County for 55 years?

Therefore, 1 shall cast my
vole for the man that knows the
county, the people in the coun-
ty; and their problems. a man
with proven ability and expe-
rienee; a man that believes jus-
tice should be tempered with
common-2cnge.  That man is
Springfield’s own Judge Lowis.

JOE PROCIW
S. 32nd St.

Back Again

EUGENE (To the Editor)—
Because of the many requests |
have received and also because
I believe in the old adage that
“the pen is mightier than the
sword," 1 will again begin wril-
ing letters to the Guard.

One of the misunderstandings
of the people today ns
overy stale in the union, The
headlines have been “Mississippl
Defies Federals."

1. What law has Governor
Barnett broken? There is no law
on record passed by the Con-
gress of the United States which
gives the federal government
the right to intercede in state
educational institutions,

2, If the fedorals can dictute to
a local government in the field
of edueation, there Is no field
it eannot take over from our lo:
cality, 1f government by mi-
nority pressure groups is so ad-
vanced that the foree of all the
taxpayers’ moaney can be used to
satisly the whims of a few, thon
let us cease all prelense of
representative government and
honestly admit that we have a
ruthless dictatorship.

&, Governor Barmett has right-
Iy and legally interposed the

Ralph McGill
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stute of Mississippi hetween the
herserk power of the pressure
groups and the people.

4. Is the federal government
the master or the servant of the

people? Can we stand aside
while another step to the
planned debasement of the

American way Is compleled? Is

state's rights merely a quaint

historical footnote or will the

dramatie and courageous stand

of Mississippi breathe new life

into the hallowed doctrine?
EDITH PHETTEPLACE
3918 Hilyard St

Other View

EUGENE (To the Editor) —
1 would like to make a few com-
ments on Alberta Hulsebus's let-
ter, if 1 may.

First, the Negroes that are
now living out West Eleventh
and those that have lived out
there are just as ashamed of
their ‘living conditions as the
rest of us. But how can they
improve it when there are no
sewage or water lines there,
even though it is in the city
fimits? Most of those people
have adequate jobs and can af-
ford a better house, but the
problem is finding people who
will rent or sell to them,

All.my life T have lived in
Eugene, and to me it seems as
if the whites judge us (the Ne-
groes) by the whole, but the
majority of the Negroes judge
the while people of Eugene by
the individusls

Do you really think that the
federal government put Mere-
dith up to going to the Univer-
sity of Mississippi? 1f so, why?
The Negroes had to open up
their high schools and colleges
to the white students, so please
don't feel that the federal gov-
ernment 15 stepping on the toes
of the white people. But what
goes for you goes also for us,

LYNDA REYNOLDS
207 High St

Stars and Bars

EUGENE (To the Editor) —
As the father of a son who, pre-
sumably, will in a few years he
n student at South Eugene High
Sehool, 1 must dissent from the
view expressed today (Ocet. 10),
both by a student at South Fu-
gene and in oan editorial, that
the use of the Confederate flag
as a “rally symbol" ecan be
shrugged off as “innocent high
Jinks” and objections to such
A use scorned as stirring up a
“teapot tempest,” Nor it is a

‘Was That the Bell Again?’ ¢ |

The Editor’s Mailbag

sufficlent defense that its wse
is a “school tradition" dating
back “several vears." I am ap-
palled at the ignorance or bad
taste or both which permitted
the adoption of such a symbol
in the first place.

The Confederate fing from its
earliest appearanee until now
has symbolized defiance of fed-
eral law and allegiance tn a so.
ciety ba on racism; this last
was made abundantly clenr by
Confederate VicePresideont
Aloxander H, Stephens when he
declared that the Confederacy
rested upon “the great truth”
that “slavery — subordination
to the superior race — is his
(the Negro's) natural and nor-
mal condition.” In recent years
the Confederate flag has always
been displayed when defiance—
frequently by mob violence—of
the Supreme Court desegrega-
tion decision was being urged
and  carried oul. Persistent
#lamorization of the Confeder.
acy, its symbols and leaders, by
ignorant, sentimental, or money-
hunting novellsts and nmovie or
TV producers, and by vote-chas-
ing politicians, can be eredited
with a share in encouraging the
resistance to federal authority
which most recently and catas-
trophically erupled in Missis
sippi.

Granted that the adoption of
the Confederate flag at South
Eugene was the work of inno-
cent ignorance and that ils use
hag become traditional, No one
now has any excuse for ignor-
ance of its meaning and no time
11 better than the present for
discarding a symbol which now,
at least, is Inescapably associ-
ated with lawlessness and vi-
clousness.

KENNETH W. PORTER
1700 Skyline Blvid,

Paperboys, Too

EUGENE (To the Editor) —
In reading Mr. Weeden's letter
in Wednesday's paper, 1 approve
af all the applause he Is giving
the KORE station and the phone
operators, and would add my
appreciation to  those men-
tioned. But T would add one
more  establishment, our own
newspaper and its stafl, report-
ers, antdl especially the carriers,
most of them in the leenage
group, Of conrse most of them
wre  dedicated  boys—but  one,
especially, T think, needs special
recognition. T don't know the
name of the boy who delivers
our paper (and [ don't doubt
there are many more like him),
but when a boy will get off his
bike, or out of his car in a

Youthful Leaders Proving Their Abilities

Op the day that President Ei-
senhowor, ont bepating the
drums for GOI* candidates, eriti-
cized what he called the eallow
yvouth of the Kennedy adminis-
tration, there
was not mueh
reason to stand
up and give a
rousing cheer
for old age.

In France the
venerable ]
Chatles de,

Gaulle was in |

Ay
-
; L
trouble In L 3
Ronn, Germany, ‘\\

the netogena =
rian Adenauer NGl
was refusing L
S, suggestions designed 1o relax
Rerlin ténsions and continuing
his private talks with France
about sotting up a nuclear arms
program. In Spain the regime
of non-callow-vouth Franco was
in trouble. In Britain there was
a surge of younger politicians
which eoncerned the graybeards
of both Labor and the Conserva-
tives. In the Uniled States the
US. labor movement was
slowed down and nunable to con-
coal friction within its own
ranks, where the contented old
timers were bolding back the
restive vounger leadership
At the time Elsenhiwer
plumping for the wisdom of the
mare aged men, the Young
Prosident was talking with Se
kou Toure, of Guinca. By Mr
Eisenhower's definition he (oo
is callow, having heen born
January 9, 1022 The fact thal
he was In Washington was, how-

¢ g

Wik

ever, not without significance
AL 40 he §s one of the most im-
portant  men in  the [forces
emerging in Africa.

When an angry, elderly De
Gaulle cut Guinea off from
France, his administration with-
drew everything possible, even
to tearing the telephones from
the walls of offices and remov-
ing all typewriters and office
equipment, The angry reaction
was swift. Russia came In. Por a
period of about two vears Soviet
hopes were high, It appeared
that Guinea might soon become
A Soviet base

The Russians sent aid hut
they buegled much of it. (A part
of the ald shipment was snow
plows) Much of the equip
ment did not work. Some of the
butlding was inoptly done. Last
December a Soviet plot to sub-
vert the government was dis

covered, Russin’s  ambassador
was sent packing. Communist
propaganda  was  sharply  re-
dueed

Asks for Peace Corps

Sekow Toure has now asked
this  country's callow  Peace
Corps 1o come into Guinea. Rus-
sian propaganda spug y make
Africans believe the Peace Corpa
was merely a cover for espio
nage. The record of the
iand callow) missionary

younyg

teach

Ly technicians AETI rai
and vocational instructors hus
disproved the Rusians. African

countrics which have benefited
frarti the Pedee Corpa are en
thusiastic, Guinea asked
some teachers

In addition, Guinea may te

for

sume ties with Franee

On the day that Eisenhower
was deploring the presence of
Young men ill KI\\(‘rﬂ]’“l‘lll_
Uganda ended 66 years as a
British protectorate and became
n sovereign nation, Her premier
Is Apallo Milton Obote—aged 37
His father wag an  illiterate
herdsman. A produet of mission
schools and college, Promior
Obote erammed and studied late
to extract all he could from the
books. He is tough, resource-
ful, ambitious and determined
His political and cconomic han-
dicaps too are many. His nation
needs everything

Soft Spot for British

He 15 not antiBritish, He cor
demns colonialism as fervently
as other African nationals. But
he has, he says. a salt spot in
his heart for the British pro
tectorate officials. He is pledged
{o strict independent neutral
1sm

There are in Uganda 6.800.-
000 Africans, 11600 white per
and 77400 Indians and
Pakistanis, The premier has
urged thev all stay. Speaking of
foreign teachers and administra
tars, he said. “We need them
desperatels

1t s
waorld

ed In the reminiscences of gray

Aons

heards of the wisdom ol
the past. In a way LU |
ity Thete s much value in
hoth

But it = doubtiul if even the

Ippifest critic of President Ken
nedy finds fault with his age
IDrsaribited (983 by
The Hall Spadicste, Ine)

storm fow men would have
tackled, just to deliver papers,
when Lrees and limbs  were
breaking off and flying all over
the place (not to mention hot
wires), and bring the paper to
the door, or, ag we happen to
know our hoy did, place a paper
tinder the rubber mat to keep
it from blowing away, he needs
personal thanks,

Thunk God for bovs of his
caliber. They are mnot «delins
quents, and without them, where
would our future America be?

ADAH E, CROSS
1255 Coburg Rd.
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Radiation

EUGENE (To the Editor)—
Within recent weeks there ap-
peared in the Register-Guard a
UP release from the United Na-
tions stating that a commitiee
of scientists from 15 nations,
Including the U, 8. and the Se-
viet Union, wrged that all na-
tions  end nuclear testing. 1t
stated the beliel 1 have fre-
quently heard from University
of Oregon scientists that “any
dose of radiation, however
small, is a threat to mankind."

“Tests through last December
added 15 per cent to the coses
of leukemin caused by natural
radiation. 1f continued they will
add 28 per cent.” This report
was declared to he the second
from the U. N. Seientific Com-
mittee on Lthe Effects of Altomie
Rudiation,

During the same lale sum-
moer month a notionally known
paper released a news  story
quoting the Federal Radiation
Council, composed of five cahi-
not members and the chairman
of the AKC, which “sought to
assure the poblic . . . that radi-
ation dangers from nuclear
testing-fallout are minimal and
no protective measures sre re-
quired.” This story criticized
publie health officials of Utah
and Minnesola for applying
measures to reduce conlamina-
tion of milk, Further, “admin.
istration officials will take overt
stops to allay what they regard
as undue fallout fears."

Although one should read
not only the full news account
in each case, but also the full
reports of the commiltee and
of the council before drawing
vonclusions and making them
publig, the texis as reported
would seem to be contradictory
I wish to avoid expression of
personal opinion on the radia-
tion-protection  controversy; 1
urge, however, that readers in-
terested in radiation from nu-
clear weapon testing read wide-
Iv and evaluate for themselves
the objectivity of all sources of
information.

Having a long personal in-
ferest in  this scientific-social
complex of problems, [ take
care to read a widely clreulated
easlern  paper, the R-G, and
journals of science and social
science from both U, 8. and
Greal Britain. Information an
the radiation problem is avail-
able  within nowspapers  and
magazines recelved in Eugene
arca lbraries; much informa-
tion may also be obtained by
purchase ar loan from the of-
fice of Turn Toward Peace,
Room 208, 610 Willamelte St

EDWARD P, THATCHER
1812 Villard 5.

Bicycles
ALVADORE (To the Edii*r)

Congratulations on
editorial. Hope vour paper will
push idea more—and relegale
such important obscrvations to
the front page opceasionally,
rather than the editorial page,
which a lot of people avaid.

GLENN CHAMBERS
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Eric Sevareid
Historic?
Crucial?
Nonsense!

This is an unsolicited form
letter to the President, Ev and
Charlie, the national party
chairmen, all stale and cone
gressionn!  candidates, their
ghost writers,
and my com- 4
rades in the col-
umning a nd
commentatin g 'f| =¥
tradpes: N

Let's give it
up, fellows. The'; Y

1962  off - year , ;,
elections are ¥ &
neither *histor-~ ,; -
ic"  nor “erus

ciml. They Sevarcld

aren't even exciting. and no

amount of saying will make .

them so, Dramatically, they are

o bust, and were it not for the

ordinance forcing the hox of-
fice to stay open until the first
Tuesday after the first Monday
in November, the show would
have closed last Saturday night.

In terms of national policy,
nothing whatsoever is going to
he measurably changed by the
Nov. 6 resull, The next Cone
gress will be like the last Con-
gress, 1t is almost inconceivable
that the President can get an
even heavier majority of, not
only Demoerats, but the kind
of Democrats he wants to “get
the country moving again." He
i€ not Roosevell and 1962
doesn’t look, feel or smell like
1834 to anybody, anvwhere. In
terms of general party strength,
1960 did not mark the start of
A Democriatic resurgence; it was
the highwaler mark of a re-
surgence that began in 1954,
Just as 1952 was not the start
of the Republican come-back,
but its apex. These things run
in cycles, and, barring some
apocalyptic event, the Demo-
cratie party curve is now bend-
ing downward,

A 'Grey’ Situation

The President’s cross-country
exhortations exude an air of
unreality, as do the hyperbolic
assaults upon him, and for the
same  reason—ihat the whole
situalion is a “grey" one, with
no hlacks and whites about it.
His record of leadership was
good but not that good; the
Congress was obstructive, but
nol that obstructive, Like vice
presidents and lieutenant eol
onels, both dwell in the realm
of the not.quite but not-quite
not.

There simply is no over-arch-
ing national issue {or either
orators or voters to bile on.
Congress removed the immense-
Iy important question of Amer
lea's fulure in the world econ-
omy as an issue by rising to its
duty und passing a wholecloth
trade bill. 1t gave him half a
furm acl, hall a tax aet, and
three-quarters of a foreign aid
act, lpaving him in these arcas
with a series of fraction-ssues,
and no amount of fraction.is
sues add up (o one big issue.

Nol Even Stock Slide

1t denied him the Urhan Al
fairs Department, but the case
for it was never proved, It de-
nied him the zchool aid he
wanted, medicare, and the ac-
tions on housing, and unemploy.
ment he wanted;, but each of
these is a real issue only in
seattered fractions of our goog-
raphy and our social strueture,
and it seems impossible to fuse
them into a national election
theme or image {or his parly.
No consensus has vet [ormed,
among the people or in the
Congress {or even within his
administration) as to precisely
how we “gel the economy move
ing." Nor, with all its emotional
overtones, has Cuba—ihe chief
foreign policy problem — wet
produced a really sharp division
of opinion in the country.

Even the stock market fall

wasn't dizey enough and far
enough (o produce political
frauma

The President draws crowds
hecause he is John F, Kennedy,
a popular and glamorous pers
sonality, not because he secms
1o the people either a politically
vietorious hero or a political
martyr. He is, in this campaign,
un acrobal on i political tight.
rope, forced to argue, in effect,

that even an overwhelming
party. majority in hoth houses
1= not enough and he must

have a near monopaly,
A Personality’ Election

The ftruth is that, unlike
nearly all “off yeur” elections,
this is a “personality™ election.
I is true on the federal level,
where, I anything is changed
hy the President it will he be-
cause of his person. not his
srguments, It i (rie on the
state fevel. In several races for
governarships will lie the only
real  excitement for election
night, and even there personali-
tigs are more lmportant than
issues

In both New York and Call.
formia the issucs are fuzzy, the
volers so far are rather apa.
thetie and the real drama lles
in the truly vital guestion of
whether it will be man named
Rockefeller or a man named
Nixon (F make only a faint bow
in the direction of Michigan
and Romney) who will fight the
1064 hat tor the White House
against K

There lies the one and only

element of netional drama {or
Nov, 6, an asdmission nobody
could regrel more his des

volee of the exclamation poiot




