Affirms Willingness to Go to Jail

Ike Protests Government “Threats’

NEW YORK @& — Former
President Eisenhower savs he
meant it when he said privately
he was willing to go to jail if
necessary to protest government
“threats and compulsion.”

Eisenhower made the remark
in resentment at Kennpedy ad-
ministration farm policy during
an informal huddle with Re.

publicans last spring near his
Gelttysburg, Pa.. farm,
Eisenhower details the jall

offer for the first time in a
Saturday Evening Post article
criticlzing the administration
8s "on the wrong track in many |
of its domestle policies.”

The incident first had been
reported last May by Rep
Caltherine Mpy, R-Wash., in a
letter to her constituents:

Eisenhower noted in his ar-
ticle that the administration
farm bill contained a provision,
later dropped. involving pos-
sible jail terms for farmers who
failed to comply with certuin
regulations. “When 1 learned of
this proposal,” he wrote, *I
rather explosively exclaimel
that if these provisions were
enacted into law and applied to |
a ralser of beef cattle (which
I am) 1 would offer myself as
A test case.

“I sald that T would go to
Jail if necessary and conduct a
public monologue on human!
rights from behind the bars.

“Although these remarks were
maide only in conversations with

friends, they were inevitably
made public and were noted in
the newspapers. Because this
position had already been ahan.
doned by the agriculture de-
partment, everybody had a good
laugh, and that was that.

“However, as 1 then under:
stood the matter, 1 meant what
I said; T felt just that strongly
ahout the use of threats and
compulsion to control the lives
of Americans."

Accusing the government af
an “apparent thirst for more
and more power,” he wrote that
it used intimidation in s
crackdown on a big steel price
increase last spring

Eisenhower called it a “sorry
episode”  incompatible  “with
our [ree enterprise svitem, ex-
cept in grave emergency.” and
added:

“In the end this arbitrary
display of power by the execu-
tive branch might turn omt to
be a good thing! It might be
the danger signal that this
country needs.

“l suspect that it was an eye-
opener for millions of citizens
who had grown rather indiffer
ent, if not complacent, about the

mounting powers of federal
government."
Eisenhower wrote that his

article “is in no sense intended
45 a campalgn speech—for any-
body. Rather, it is an argument
for what 1| believe to be good
government policies.”

He reiterated his doubts
about the wisdom of racing the
Soviet Union to put a man on
the Moon. He wrote:

“By all means, we must carry

on our explorations in space,
but 1 frankly do not se¢ the
need for continuing this effort
as such a fantastically expensive
crash program From here
on, 1 think we should proceed
in an orderly, scientific way,
building one accomplishment
{en another, rather than en-
| gaging in a mad effort to win
| o stunt race.”
! He wrote that the problem of
!t adequate medical care for the
aged must be solved but he op-
posed trying to dp so through
Social Security.” “nol only be-
cause it is compulsory, bul be
cause it doesn't really solve the
problem.”

“1 believe we should give our
rapidly growing private medical-
insurance plans, supplemented
by the Kerr-Mills Acl to assist
those older people in genuine
need, & betler chance to prove
their worth,” he wrote

He suggested it was nol too
late to amend the Kere-Mills act
to include a provision for coping
with catastrophic illness among
the aged

Al another point, the former
president said the tax hurden
faced by young couples was sn
great that many find it impos-
sible to start a home with even
minimum essentials,
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“1 suggest,” he wrole, “thal
it is high time we think a bit
about our voung people, and

| the young people to come, in

stead of concentrating all our
compassion on the indigent and
the elderly.”

Strike Idleness
60% Higher

WASHINGTON (UPI)—The
number of workers idled and
time lost as a result of stirikes
during the first hall of this
Vear significantly  abave
the same period in 1961, the
Labor Department reported sat-
urday

Strike during the
first half of 1062 was 60 por
cent higher compared to last
vear. The department noted,
however, that the 1881 figure
was a record postwar low,

Total strike idleness for the
first six months of 1862 amount-
ed to 9.8 million mandays, ae.
cording to preliminary figures.
This compared to 6.1 million
for the same period in 1861 and
108 million in 1960

The department said work
stoppages in the first half of
1062 totaled 1,920 and involved
800,000 workers. The figures in

was

idleness

1961 were 1,622 and 604,000,

Today, the Register-Guard is establishing a new system of re-
porting news of the Emerald Empire. Full-time staff reporters
are being assigned to gather and write news formerly han-
dled by correspondents. This method of reporting news and

features is called the "bureau” system.
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