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Sand Along Base Paths: a Defensive Maneuver
By Frank Eck

Of the Associated Press
Is cheating returning to big

league diamonds?
The Los Angeles Dodgers

had a valid excuse when first
baseman Ron Fairly discov-
ered an abnormal amount of
sand spread halfway between
first and second base the

pire Jocko Conlan's good ear.
Obliging Jocko called "tTme,"
inspected the area and ord-

ered the sand removed.
At the Washington r

game Dodger General Manag-
er Emile "'Buzzie" Bavasi and
Giant vice president Charles
"Chubby" Feeney, two like-
able officials who were to

night after the Dodgers had
whipped the San Francisco
Giants, 113.

The Dodgers had stolen
four bases, two of them per-
petrated by speedy Maury
Wills, the new base stealing
champion.

Fairly complained to Man-

ager Walt Alston who got Um

proof" to Commissioner Ford
C. Frick that signals arc be-
ing stolen by opposing teams.
Birdie suggests a guilty man-
ager ought to be suspendedfor one year.

Birdie is chirping up the
wrong tree, says Frick. "If
he had any evidence I'd act
in a hurry," says the commi-
ssioner.

For shame, Birdie! You
know there's no cheating in
baseball. Your Joe Adcock
always holds his foot on first
base until the putout is made
and pitcher Lew Burdette
spits only to clean the soil
spots for the baseball.
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Big League Bus Takes Bumps
Out of Minor League Travel

ing toward foul territory but
when they reached a certain
spot halfway down the third
base line, the balls would veer
into fair ground as though
loaded with sceing-ey- equip-
ment (radar was new then).

Dr. Richard Rohde, Cincin-
nati Red trainer who acted as
Fred Hutchinson's trainer for
the National League s

this year, recalls his days as
club trainer when Bill "Dea-
con" McKechnie managed Cin-

cinnati (1938-46)- .

"Wo had a groundkeeper
who used to let the infield
grass grow real high near
third base," says Dr. Rohde.
"Hcd just water it and water
it, and Bill Werber, our third
baseman, would come out to
supervise the operation."

Werber could play third
base better than anyone in
Crosley Field.

Pitching mounds have been
raised and lowered at tho
whim of a star pitcher, dis-

tances of outfield fences
have been changed to suit
ono team's power, or lack of
same, and in the days of the
Baltimore Orioles, baseballs
were stored on ice to make
them harder and thus live-

lier.
Manager Birdie Tebbetts

of the Milwaukee Braves, who
aren't doing too well, says he
has mailed "undisputable
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MAURY WILLS
Hnd Giants Jumping

ball returned to fair ground
and Deb Garms, the boston
third baseman, had an easy
chance for the putout.

It also worked well offen-

sively for the Braves. They
had to struggle for hits. Bud-

dy Hassett and Deb Garms,
beat out a number of bunts.
Opposing third baseman were
duped on bunts close to the
line. The balls would be roll

dine together, were spotted.
"There he is!" said Bavasi,

who never lets anyone pull
the wool (or sand) over the
eyes of Walter F. O'Malley,
his Dodger boss. "Just call
him 'Sandman.'

A "Half-Ton- of Sand

"Sure they did it on pur-
pose. They had to find a way
to stop Maury Wills. (Wills
has stolen three bases in his
first three games at Candle-
stick Park, home of the
Giants). "I'm not accusing
anybody but after we stole
four bases in one game there
was a half-to- of sand near
first base."

This could impede any
Dodger (any Giant, too) on
steals and pickoff plays.

"You really don't think we
did it on purpose, do you?"
Feeney asked this writer.

(It's hard to say what the
Giants will do. When they
played in the Polo Grounds
the ground crew dragged
mats around the infield after
four and a half innings.
Clouds of dust reached the
box seat fans. This,
box seat fans. This, of course,
was not on purpose.

"I know Buzzie was only
kidding," says Feeney. "Ac-

tually what happened is that
the hose (water hose not a

' sand blasting hose) broke.
They took off only two wheel-
barrows of sand."

The broken hose caused
flooding, and groundkeeper
Matty Schwab, a man who has
around, used sand to help
dry the spot.

It will be interesting to see
what the Giants will think of
when the Dodgers next visit
San Francisco on Aug.

It seems strange that base-
ball men today make excuses
when they have been accused
of tampering with the playing
surface.

Stengel Foils Foes

When Casey Stengel man-

aged the Boston Braves be-

tween 1938 and 1943 he knew
more about manipulating a

playing area than he did about
platooning. He couldn't pla-
toon with his material, but he
found ways to foil visiting
teams.

Casey had his ground crew
build up the third base line at
old Braves field. This, wizened
Stengel felt, would serve a
dual purpose and it did.
Visiting players, when they
bunted down third base, could
be foiled into thinking a

bunt would roll
foul.

There was no sense to hustle
down to first on a seemingly
foul bunt. But much to their
amazement the bunters would
be caught napping when the

HOMEOWNERS:

By CARLOS SALAZAR
of the NEA

I ALBUQUERQUE, N.M.

(NEA) If you travel with
the Tulsa Oilers you get to
see Texas League territory in

high style if you stay awake
that long.

The Oilers' sleeper bus has
several advantages. It gives
the players adequate rest and
provides the front office with
a sizeable slash in travel ex-

pense. Manager Whitey Ku- -

juwsm aim ins uiayeis line
the comforts of their traveling
hnfpl

, The schooner is converted
'Into a sleeper. It sleeps 21.
It has seats for six more. Be-

sides boasting air condition-

ing and foam rubber mat-
tresses it has a high fidelity
radio-recor- player music in-

stallation.
The sleeper wagon was the

brain child of Grayle Howlett,
owner of the Oilers until he
sold his interest this year to
Industrialist A. Ray Smith.
"The Kansas - Oklahoma Mi-

ssouri line leases the bus to
'the Oilers who operate it at a
tost of 55 cents a mile. That
includes the season lease cost,
plus a y charge for
the driver.

It cost $1,500 to manufac-
ture tailor-mad- e supports for
the special bunks. It takes less
than $125 to rip out the scats

of a standard bus and install
the bunks. It costs another
$125 to put the bus in service
.after the season ends.

A color motif
inside the bus provides a
pleasant atmosphere as the
Oilers take their long tours.

Tulsa travels 655 miles from
'Tulsa to Albuquerque, for ex-

ample, and 779 miles on a
Junket to El Faso. Flayers
don't feel the strain of long
Jumps like that when they
.sleep comfortably all the way
"Stretched out in their bunks.

The huge sleeper fills a big
need in public relations, too.

For friendly advice ... for personal
attention to your needs ... for
prompt action consult our home loan
counselor. We are a local firm dedi-
cated to serving the home needs of
local people.

Ready money available for .
BUILDING BUYING

and 'most every type of home needl

1 Policy
Covers All

Fire, Theft, Auto,
Household con-

tents, Wind, Hail,
Medical, plus many
other attractive
Features a 1 1 com-

bined under one
policy that saves
you money.

CALL

Sanders
DI

Typewriter o-
, REPACKS ShKVICl

SUPPLIES
Sails Kentaja Laura

LANE COUNTY OFFICE
MACHINES CO.

Ulk Orchard SI 01
Parking right ootald. dour

DR. ELLIOTT

Optometrist
CREDIT GLADLY

' Wkn jou maU
letter you can see

M CAS M
ft 41 ELECTRIC KV

Across from tho W fl

MORTGAGE

LOANS

991 OAK STREET

ADS

Monkeys
Music
Monuments

Maturity

Machinery

Insured savings

Federally supervised

LocaUy controued

STOP IN OR

McLean-
INSURANCE AGENCY

Remember the address
165 W. 8th

Tulsa's Jeoff Long, standing, and Jim
display the interior of the

sleeper bus
team uses for all its road

spread-ou- t Texas League.
wear and tear on the players

economical, too. Buy or Sell Everything From

A to Z

Easy Oilers'
O'Rourke

which the

Travel trips in the
It saves
and is

The management uses the bus
for an overnight Tulsa-to-S- t.

Louis junket for a little
league team during the sea-

son.
The little leagues compete

with each other in selling
season tickets for the Oilers.
The winning team gets a free
trip to see the Cardinals

play and an added bonus of
a big dinner at Stan Musial's
restaurant. Tulsa, being a
farm of the Cardinals, has
little trouble selling the Cards
to the kids.

The sleeper bus is the an-

swer to the thousands of base-
ball players who hit the road
nightly for y hops.
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THE CLASSIFIED WANT
Hi EAT
IFF !

DURING

with

I MOMS MWIMrla)

Is For.
YOUNG SQUIRREL MONKFL,

male, good with children, 25.
See at 000 Wast 6th.

VIOLIN. Row and casa. Good
condition.

WE

Distinctive Cemetery memorial!.
Decorative marble furnlturt.
Compare price and ..election.

OOOHIghway 99 N. DI 0 0OO0

MATUHK OFKICE MAN
firm. Bookkeeping,

payroll, and typing, experience.
Reply In own handwriting, itat
Ing qualification! and salary
expected. Replies confidential.
Register-Guar- Box 000.

ALL kinds machinery, miscalls-neou- a

for large farm, rto.
Trade, rental terms. DI

DI 51-5?- 51

tIs For...

CHASE'S Summer
GAS FURNACE

SALE !
Save Now! By installing a natural gas furnace this summer.
There's a General Electric "Whole House" Cooling Unit to

match this G. E. Imperial Gas Furnace. These units are de-

signed to work together smoothly, sharing the same air ducts,

r--DS

NO DOWN

PAYMENT

lil I 1

NO PAYMENT

UNTIL OCT. 1

MARKET PLACE
registers and blowers.

The biggest market place of all Lane County . . . 2nd in the stale, that's the
busy and colorful Classified pages of the Eugene Register-Guard- . The easiest Market
place you ever shopped. No pressure to buy, no hurry, you can shop from your easy
chair. Read for profit and pleasure loo as you enjoy the newsy offerings of your
friends and neighbors. Actually some of the "produce" offered for sale is as odd as
any "human interest" item.

Sell your extra garden produce, " ads bring a good response. Sell your
children's outgrown toys and hobbies . , , and watch the ads regularly for your
own home and personal needslPLUMBING

PLAN AHEAD!
Whether you install your cooling

system now or later, the time to

plan is when you purchase your new

G.E. Furnace. The cooling installa-

tion may be made quickly and eas-

ily with much less expense.

HEATING

AIR CONDITIONING Emm icpKt-- wur?t

CLASSIFIED ADSDiamond125S Railroad Blvd.

FOR A FRIENDLY
CALL

READ FOR PRtlJITe? . . .JJSE, FQ& BESULTSe
o
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