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EDITOR'S NOTE: The ad-
vance of medical knowledye
does not take place in an even
I* flowmg wave, There are
hesitations, and  sometines
Glick spurts when medicine
canfronts the opportunity to
transform  medical research
o medical practice. The cir-
Cumatances are apt 1o be dra.
matie. 5o they were in the
ease of Everett Knowles, Lit
tle League baseball pitcher of
Somerville, Mass,
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By 81D MOODY and
JAMES CALOGERO
Of the Assorlated Press

BOSTON — Down near the
fracks a factory worker was
lounging in a doorway catching
& quick smoke.

Shortly before, a freight train
hud rattled theough on its wiy
out of Boston. There was usunl-
Iy one about that time, a little
before 2:90 in the afternoon
when the kids got out of school
In fact the cops had been hav
ing thelr troubles keeping kids
from hopping rides on the ears.

There came one of the young-
sters now, walking up the street.

Bul the way he was coming
brought the worker alert. The
boy was erying and holding his
add looking right arm with his
left, And blood had turned the
sleeve of his shirt a deep red.

“I was in an aceident," sobhed
the boy. “Please help me.”

Thus did Everett Knowles Jr,,
12 alter th annals of medicine.

His right arm had been sey-
ered from his body just below
the shoulder by a wheel of the
froight train.

"I wanted to hop a train, just
once," said Everett, “to see
what it was like, 1 don’t remem-
her just how the accident hap
pened” Police said later the
arm dangled half way down the
calf of his leg. It isn't certain
when it fell away,

That was last May 23, Three
weeks luler, to the day, Everett
Knowles went home.

With his right arm,

Doctors who teamed (o rojoin
the boy's arm to his body shun
any claim to notoriety, But a
search of records shows no
where in  medical history s
tuere a case where the severed
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the arm of 12-year-old

of the Massachusetts General

Hospital. The nerves must still be joined

limb of a human has been re.
uniterl  successfuliv - with  the
body.

On seeing the boy, the factory
| worker ran inside the plant, the
Handy Card and Paper Co,
shouting, "Thoere's a boy out |
there with his arm hangin® way
down low!"
| Mrs: Alice: Chmielewski looked
up from her machine.

“All T could see at first was
this little boy lying on the plat
form. There was blood every
where, 1 couldn't see his face
and 1 thought 'Oh, my God, it's
my son. "

She ran [rom hee machine
Se00pIng up any clean rags she
could f{ind as she weni, She
knelt beside young Knowles

“Then I saw he wasn't miy
som, but I wanted to treat him

)

in a future operation,
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him like a mother. L wag think.
ing he might die or pass out and
I wondered who he was, | asked
him his name and he told me. [
asked him where he Hved and
what school he wemt to and he
told me All the time | wis pat-
ting his face and holding those
rags appinst the wound.”

Meanwhile other employes
had immediately called police
Sgt, Donuld MacElree was cruis-
ing a half mile away. Police log-
ged the eall at 2:31. The eruiser
was there at 2:34

“When T got there" MucElree
sajd,  “Mrs.  Chmielewski was
holding the hoy's head in her
lap so he couldn’t see his arm
She whispered to me that it was
cut off. But when 1 tried to take
it away from his body, he aave
a little yelp of pain so | put i
hack and covered it with a blan
ket™

Thiee minuies later the local
fire squad ambulance pulled up

“They brought oul a siretcher
and lifted the boy onto it," snid
Mrs. Chmielewski, “They put
the arm in heside him, with still
a small part of it inside the
slevve

*I got in the ambulance with
him with one of the firemen. 1|
kept talking to the boy and hold
ing the rugs in place. 1 kept his
view blocked so he wouldn't see
his arm. And | prayed: Oh,

i pleage, God, help him

like he was my own. 1 wipod his
face and 1 was talking to him
to make him feel comfortable

“Then | saw ihe boy's hand
near his ankle. 1 got between
the boy and his arm sn he
wouldn't see {1 had been eul off,
L tried to make a tourniquet,"

But she couldn't, There wasn't
enough of a stump

Luck had played its first card

Had there been enough of the
shoulder 1o twist a tourniguet
around, doctors later said, it|
might have damaged irrevocably
the tissues later joined.

S0 Mrs. Chmielewski wadded |
up the rigs: and bheld them
against the bleeding shoulder,
Just what the doector would have
ordored,

“The boy tdlked perfect sense
on' the platform and in the am
bulance, He asked me onee My
arm. my arm, is it all right?"

The ambulance reached the
Mnssachusetts General Hospital
approximately 15 minutes after

| the aceident 37 miles away at

I stthurban Spmerville, At 245
Everett Knowles was on the!
way to the operating room.

Mass General, as the hospital
Is ealled, s one of the great hos
pitals of the world, It also has
one of Lthe largest budgets {or|
hospital research in the couniry
—iibout §5 million last yoar.

Among the research particl
pants is Dr, Robert Shaw, a sur
geon who his done considerahle
experimentation with blood ves
sels and arleries of animals. Dr

| had

has done extensive work on

e

connecting llssues,
But three young doctors in
the emergency ward were the

first 1o see that Everett Knowles
might be more than just another
ampulee It struck them
when they cut away the bov's
shirt sleeve, which, remarkably
had not been severed with the
arm, that the arm might be re-
stored

You'd have thought the same
thing if you'd been there," said
br, L. Henry Edmunds, second
assistant resident in surgery. It
logked so perfectly good, so live
The oply thing wrong was that
it had been cut off”

In the medical books th re
plaicement of a severed limh is
called reimplantation. Tt Is not
n new concepl and has oneen
tried before. A man in Califor
i had 8 leg reunited with his
hody but the operation didn’t
take and the leg had to be re
ampulated. Portions of [ingers

chsie

have been regrafted success
fully

But a spokesman for the
American College of Surgeans

in Chicago, after looking
through records, said, with ous-
tomary medical eaution, “"This
well could be the first time
where an entire limb has been
replaced and lived. ItY's an
amazing feat.”

Chance was working for
Everett Knowles, The shurp
flange of the train wheel had
matle a very clean cut. The hoy
the resiliency of vouth.
Within minutes he had reached
as skilled medical care as the
country cun offer and at Mass
General doctors long had been
talking and  working loward
such an operation.

“The only new thing in this

i said Dr. Shaw, “is that
we put together many ingred
ients: that hove been handled

separately before,”
Dr. Edmunds and two olher
doctors decided a reimplantation

| was possible and called upstairs

to Dr. Mall. Dr. Shaw was
reached by phone, and rushed

|In the hospital. Within minutes,

"He was weak but never lost| Ronald A. Mall, just eompleting | had gathered.
consciousness. 1 kepl talking tolhis residency in surgery, also! “The thing we hud 1o first) use of the maseles in the m o
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arranging in’ poi
morrow!

consider was making sure the
boy survived,” said Dr. Malt, "1f
we were to put hack ap arm

as well as the sense of feel

Severed Arm Rejoined in Dramatic Operatio

n

and eouldn't, I had the best doe-

But hours had already passed. | tors fn Mussachuseits or New

Crushed  fingers on the

andd the boy died, or if at the [left hand still ne ded attention
end the arm was amputated, no | Further time consuming surgery

very good purpose would
served by it So before we did
anything we wanted to be ahso

lutely  certain the thing was
possible."

The boy's (ather, who works
nights at one meat packing
| plant, and his mother, who
works days al another, were

| called to the hospital and asked |

Hif they would consent the
operation. They did.

Then Dr. John Herrmuann,
first assistant surgical resident,
wrapped the arm in sterile band
| ages and ice and rushed it un
stuirs Lo an operattng room, He
had a harsh deadline. Tissue
will Tlve only four to six hours
awny from the body

He pumped an opaque [luid
inta the arm and X-rayved it to
see 0f
were stll open. They had o be
if the operation could start at
all. Then he filled them with
antl-coagulants and antibiotics

The hospital's plastic surgeon,
then its orthopedist joined the
other doctors and the operation
hegan.

First the main veins serving
the arm were scparated and
connected to their counterparis
in the severed limb, much as a
telephone eable ig spliced, Then
came the brachial artery, the

n

the wveins and arteries;

[ Iifeline that carries blood 1o the |

arm from the heart

"When this was done the |
| elamps  that had econtrolled
bleeding to that point were

taken off."

| other

he | would be necded 1o nssess what

damage, if any, the nerve ond
Ings had suffered. So the thre
main nerve cables, (dentificd by
a heavy dacron suture, were left
to another day

Everett
other

was wheeled

operating room

surgeons  gralted
from his rigit foot onto
damaged flingers. Dead
was cut away [from the shoulder,
handaged and a cust applied d

to an
whern
skin
the

the last operation was aver
eight hours after the first be.
gan.

Meanwhile Mrs, Chmielp. ski

had been walting
“1 sat in the lobhby for what
scemed a long time, 1 was
wondering how 1 could get back
to work on the sireetcar with
my dress all bloody. 1
to talk to one of the doctors hul
then ane of the [lremen came
out.
1 asked him please to give
me a ride hack”
“Sure," he sald.
Two weeks Inler
back for a visit,
"He looked very good, smils
ing all the time, | was vearing
w surgioal mask and |1
think he would know me. But
he told me ‘1 wouldn't be hore
today. if 1t weren't for you'
"1 ery when [ talk about it
I ery casy.”
There have heen: few
from Everell Knowles.
Five days aller his
opetiution, he underwent

the came

lears

Lissue |

wanted |

didn't |

first | ;
g [ Wil eyer be un the pitcher's

boy's | England."

“In the world, honey." said
his mother, Julia

The prognosis (or the [uture

uncertain, So time in the
next soverdl months Everett will
return for  the allimportant
nerve operation. Il the nerves
are telntively undamaged, sue
geons will try Lo reconnect thi
tiny [ihers. a ternibly delicats
operation, to make certain the
right nerve is mated to its coun-
lerpart in the srm, There may
he muscle transplants and
bone grafl. In all it will be 18
monthe ar two vears before the
case o' Everett Knowles can be
closed

Yet in practical information
medical selence has learned as
much from Evereit Knowles us
it have given him. His operation
focsn’t mean all accidental am
putations ean he restored. Bub
It hag shown that under opti:
mum conditions they ean. -

And by the very fuct that the
arm  has remained alive this
long, a milestone has heen
reached

In the meantime, Everelt is
determined to resume his eareer
lowardy becoming o major
lengue pitcher. He pitched his:
little league team to a 78 vie.
tory the day hefore his accident.

And the determination. As
soon us he gol home, his arm
still immobilized in & cast, Ev.
erett was thinking of bhaseball,

“I'm gonna exercise my arm
and then go down to the park
and ploy ball. I T ean't do it
then, I'll exercise some more.”

Dogtors  don'l think. Everett

Over thelr masks the doctors' | ery again for skin grafts around | mound aguin, but they are cau.

eyves looked intently al

white and eold arm. It became | but there was pain.
| “Even after it was all over, | all ithe normal functions of daily
the pain was pretty bad,” the!life

pink with life. There was a

pulse
Next the severed bone of th

boy recalled, “but Dr. Malt told

the | his shoulder. The grafts took, |tlously hopeful he will regain

use of his arm sufficient tc do

But who con preseribe limits

upper arm, After clearing away | me that it would be a bad sign |to the recuperative powers of a

of  spintered bils
the arm an inew,
dteel rod

drawn together,

was driven into the | it
two part of bone and they were | lucky to have doctors like him |headache and “felt
There | over?™

“1 must have been

|ami the other doctors.

| The nerves remained, 1 they | wasn't no other doctors in the i
15 doctors and as many nurses | could ‘be foined suceesstully it| world who could do it | read in|ing home,” said Dr. Malt.
meant Everett would regain the
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SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY
SALE of Famous Nationally
Advertised “Berkline” Chairs

rs.

Reg. 49.95 Plastic Swivel...

Covered in practical plostic . . . choose from white,
black, persimmon, or turquoise, So easy to keep clean
.+ » just wipe with a damp cloth! Walnut legs ‘with
bross terrules and self leveling floor guides, A truly
versatile chair with dozens of uses . . . ideal for
See them at Rubenstein’s to-

Reg. 59.95 Modern

thie paper that they tried it some | |
place else, in New York, 1 think | whooped Evereit E\nnwlem

I4 CHAIRS With a Purposel

Swivel Chairs...Rocking Swivel Chairs...

39°

Nothing Down...$5 Monthly

Reg. 79.95 High-

shurtening |1 the pain stopped, so 1 got  boy who complained on his last
a stainless | seared whenever It went away,
really | that he had a stomach ache, a

dny al Mass leneril to Dr, M-t
bad  all
"Then 1 told him he was go-

“They're all gone now,”

49,95 Early American
Swivel Chair...

Back Swivel Rocker

A man sleed sawivel rock-

Swivel Rocker...

Features attractive wond taxurious nylan plia dav. er with looss foam fliled
wing tn seft nulmesg flnidh er in ydur rf:ollfln 'n.r seat, padded arms, wal
haige, gold, persimmon, nutl base wiih brase fers

.neatly tallored flounces
| spring constructinn
anteed swival mech

ar turqualee.  Ideal sles
with gpusraniesd awivel
mechanivm - uphalstered

riles and s=lf |eveling
(loor guldes, Covered In
anis Cholce of colors in Mo siglln A ol b tambus *Vipella™ plastie

Calenial prinl. On wmle = N0 LarnarrawE . #hooss olive, turdnolse,

. Mubenstein's Monday! persimmon, of gold
Uave 120!

ubensteins

+4 Eighth and Olive, Eugene 4 DI 3-1621
% Free Delivery % Guaranteed Satisfoction

4 Free Parking % Convenient Credit Terms

Use o3 :
Fireside Chairs

SWIVELS 360 DEGREES
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