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Carpenter Predicte
‘Ride’ 3 Years Ago

By HOWARD BENEDICT
Of the Assoclaled Press

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla
~—When Maleolm Scoit Care
penter was selected in 1050
as one of the seven Mereury
ustronauts, he was thankful
1o be rescued from what he
considered a groeling assign:
ment—ia two-year tour of duty
on an aircraft carrier.

On the carrier, he would
face long periods away from
his family and the disappoint
ing prospect of a nonflying
jnab. The Mercury orders ar
rived just two days before Lhe
ship was to depart San Diegn.

When the cartier command.
rr asked him what he was
going lo do, Carpenler re
plied; “Ride the nose cone of
an Atlas three times around
the earth.”

“I remember being a little
amazed at my own words,"
Carpenter said recently, “I
knew little about the program
then, By now, 1 know & good
deal more, but the whole (dea
fills me with awe.”

Carpenter, 37, a Navy liou.
lenant commander, was thrust
siddenly into the pilot role
for the second U.S. manned
arhit fhight Jast March 15

" when it was discloged thst the
chosen astronaut, Alr Force
Maj, Donald K. Slayton, had
minor heart trouble. Carpen:
ter had been backup pilot for
Marine 1t Col. John H
Glenn Jr.'s orbital [light on
Feb, 20.

The handsome, crow-cul Car

. penter has heen & vital mem
ber of the astronaut team. His
specialty s navigation and

. communications and he has

_ worked extensively with en-
gineers and technicians to
develop a foolproof communi-
cations system for the Mer-
cury capsile

Carpenter is wn exemplary
citlzen now, bul it took him
a bittle time to find himsel
He spld recently that in his
youth he was a drifter and
“surt of a nogood" in his
home town of Boulder, Colo,
where he was born May 1,
1025

o "I didn't study hard and 1
had to quit high school faot.
ball because I couldn’t devole
mysell to learning the plays."
he said: I stole things from

«atores and 1 was just drifting

through, sort of a nogood "
After high school gradua-
tion In 1943, he enlisted in

the Navy and got a starl on
his flying career in the Navy
V-8 flight training program

Alter World War 11, he en-
tered the University of Colo
rado but had trouble adjust-
ing and Iwice was funked out
ol school,

He became a laborer in
Boulder, But not long after
ward, when h. was 20, he had
an auto accident, which chang-
ed his whole life, He was un-
conscious for four days, and
during a two-week convales-
conce In the hospital he de
cided to return to college.

He came within three gredit
hours of earning a degree in
acronautical engineering from
Colorada in 1849 but encoun-
lered difficulty with a course
in heat transfer. Before he
could pick up the credits, he
courted and married his wile,
Rene, also & Colorado student,
and rejoined the Navy.

After graduastion from the
Navy test pilot school in 1054,
Carpenter hegan the danger-
ous job of working the kinks
out of some of the nation's
nowoest, fastest fighting planes, |

Rene, a pretty blonde, re-
valls some anxious momonts
when he was a test pilot at |
Patuxent River, Md, She said |
she was nervous every Llima
he didn't show up atl 6 o'clock
sharp for dinner

But she savs they havae dis
cussed the dangers of his jobh
and have learned to live with
them. They spend little Lime
worrving — oven aboul the
harzards of space flight

Carpenter and Rene. who
also In from Boulder, are very
tlose and write lengthy letters |

tn one another when separat- an six preeleetion NRC news |

ed. He writes in detail about

his Project Mercury work and
once penned 17 pages.

Soon after he had gone o
Washington for one of his
first briefings as an astronaut,
Rene wrote him; “I think you
were born for this and God
knows 1'd rather have you in
space than at sea. I'm so darn
happy and proud of you"

With four children, they
have the largest family of any
of the astronauts. The young.
sters are Mark Scott, 12,
Robyn Jay, 10, Kristine
Elaine, 6, and Candace Nox-
on, 5 A fifth child, a G:month-
old son, died in 1851

Green-eyed Rene, [ullilling
a longtime desire, came to
nearby Cocon Beach with the
children to be close when
Carpenter is rocketed toward
space. This is the first astro-
naut family to be in the Cape
area at launch time.

“I'here’s nothing at all like
i Rene savs, "to stand on
the beach and sco it going up
—and the prayerful attitude
of the crowd"

She sald her hushand want-
ed the sons, Scotl and Jay,
lo wilness the launching first-
hand. Although daughters are
nol as space conscious, he
wanted them tn be nearby
also,

Carpenter is devoted Lo the
childten and spencds as much
of his free lime as possible
with them at their home at
Langley Air Force Base, Va.
His hobbies are skindiving,
archery and water skiing

He is an Episcopalian who
has *“an abiding faith which
sustains me at all times."

Downs to Leave

“Tonight’ Show

NEW YORK ‘h—Announcer
Hugh Downs will succeed John
Charcellor in September a5 host
i the National Broadeasting
Company's television "Today"
program, the network said
Wednesday

Downs also will continue on
“Coneentration,” NBCTV's day-
time program

However, hie will leave the
“Tonight” show, with which he
has been pssociated since 1857,

Chancellor, among other new
assignments, will be anchorman

specials this fall,

31 Rocket Engines Involved in Orbit

1t's a complicated vehicle, all | thrust engine would pull tower nears its end, three retrorockets
|wi|J1 a thrust of 1,000 pounds

right. No less than 31 different| and Mercury capsule away from

rockel engines—ranging in size

from 150,000 pounds of thrust
to one pound of thrust — were
used Thursday by astronaut
Scolt Carpenter. These propul.
sion units are numbered in
sketches above

® The first five are on Lhe
Atlas booster: Two big boosters
on either side (1 and 2) develop
150,000 pounds thrust each. A
sustainer  engine (1) helween
them  develops 60,000 pounds
Two small vernier engines (4
and 5) help stabilize the vehi:
cle.

® Two rockets (6 and 7) are
in the escape assembly: In case
of trouble in the first few min-
utes of flight, a 52,000-pound.

the Atlas. A smaller rocket of |
800 pounds would separate the |

tower from the eapsule so thal
the capsule's parachute could

open. But otherwise, the tower |

assembly is jottisoned at an all-
tude of 262,000 feet

® The remaining rockels are
on the Mercury capsule. Al
about 500,000 feel, the cap
sule I1s kicked away fram the
sustainer ongine with three posi-
grade rockets (8, #, 10), each
of 400 pounds thrust. Eighteen
small thrusters (11 to 28) on
the spacecraft are used by the
pilot to maneuver the capsile
while in orbit. They range from
1 1o 24 pounds thrust. As flight

slow the capsule so that it falls
| back into the atmosphere.

Has Oldest Forests

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaya &

J. R, Hendrickson, director of
the University of Malava's Zoo-
logical division, says this coun-
\ry probably has the oldest con-
tinuous forests in the world and
thus “is a repository for many
remnants of animal life that are
found elsewhere only in fossil

were the {lying
lemur, a monkev-like species he
lieved Lo be 70 million years old,
and a wide variety of flying|

John Glenn
Rated Top

Astronaut Named
‘Father of the Year’

| NEW YORK h—A man ac-
claimed for doing a good job
ghove the Earth Thursday was
| honored for doing a good job on
[it. Marine Lt Col. John H.
|Glenn Jr, was named the na.
| tion's “Father of the Year."

Although Glenn, as the [first
American lo orbit this planet,
has been as far away from his
family as any man ever has
heen, he was rated lops as a
family man by the National
Father's Day Commitlee,

1t also praised his courageous
performance in his orbital flight
last Feb. 20, and “his modesty
in insisting that the honors
heaped upon him belong to the
space program itself and not to
him personally.”

The commitiee cited Glenn’s
“rare gifts of intellect, charm
| and daring” and called him
“America’s newest hero in ils
quest for peace and universal
freedom.”

He and his wife, Anna Mar-
garet, have two children, John
David, 14, and Carolyn Ann, 13,

In ceremonies at the Waldorf
Astorla Hotel, the commitles
also presented awards in vari-
ous calegories to nine other per-
sons, including:

Actor Robert Morse, “Slage
Father of the Year"; enlertainer
| Arthur Godfrey, *Radio Father
| of the Year"; actors E. G. Mar-
shall and Robert Reed, “TV
Father and Son of the Year";
attorney Louls Nizer, "Literary

Plane Missing
Father of the Year."

After Collision Actress Olivia de Mavilliod,

y “Woman of the Year"; boxing
[ § ]
HONOLULU (5 — One plane | . op ion Gene Fullmer, “Sports
landed safely and another Was| pather of the Year”; conductor
missing after collision of two|and composer Meredith Willson,
Marine Corps FAU Crusader jet|winner of “Humanitarian

fighters eight miles southeast of | AWard"; entertainer Don Maho.
Oahu Island Wednesday night. ney, "Blind father of the Year,

: land printer Jack Markowitz,
A Marine Corps spokesman | ‘warker Father of the Year
said a plane piloted by 1st LL e ST

G. G. Keyes landed at Kaneohe

Marine Air Base alter the acci. :
dent, Legs Give Out
Marine helicopters, two Coast ACQUI TERME, ltaly b —
Guard planes and two Coast Vincenzo Cavallo, grabbed by
Guard patrol boals were dis-|bank guards here alter picking
patched o the area where the | a bank client’s pocket of $80,
collision occurred bhut found teld police as he was being
nothing. |booked: "But for these shaky
The namn of the pilot of the old legs of mine, they wouldn't
missing plane was withheld. | have caught me." Cavallo is 90,

% ECONOMY COMPACT 30" WIDE
FRIGIDAIRE REFRIGERATOR
Fits mast any kitchen while giving room fof 43
pounds of frozen food plus huge space for produce,
fresh meots and dairy products
199.95 without trade

1962 MODEL FRIGIDAIRE APPLIANCES AVAILABLE IN COLOR AT NO EXTRA CHARGE

" w® FRIGIDAIRE AUTOMATIC WASHER
l7 soaks, washes, spindries with one dial
J ® setling. Bathes out deep dirt then rinses

completely twice. 21888 without
trade

FRIGIDAIRE DISHMOBILE takes
drudgery out ol dishes. Rolls anywhers
and scriths and sanitizes an average full
day's dishes for a family of four

& sk FRIGIDAIRE 2-DOOR REFRIGERATOR
) / with no delrosting ever! 100lb, taro zone
- - - reczer hig shelves, twin produce drawers

and big storage door make this a real
budget buy. 2868.05 without trade

248.88

NOTRADEIN NEEDER

*with trade price includes your aperating appliance not over 10 years old

FREE

& o) RES, * | = nothing to buy! every Frigidaire shopper
)R 3 | - ‘ e i { will recelve this sturdy fcecream dip dur-

]\“/L—'"" ‘ ing the celebration.
N—= NO MONEY DOWN

i 90 DAYS ON CASH TERMS OR

LOW TERMS TO 24 MONTHS

Free coffee service with every Frigidalre
range purchased,

Free f months supply of famons Tide de.
tergent with every washer purchased.




