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Agates, vivideolored jaspers, bils of petrified wood,
hloodstones, Oregon “jade’” . . . . any of these are likely
to end up in Tim Pickett's rock tumhbler after a family
agate-hunting trip along the beaches north of Florence.

Tim, who is 10, is the real “rockhound” of the Fave
Plckett family. But with the heautiful Oregon coast just
minutes from thelr Florence home, the whole family fre-
quently joins Tim in rock-hunting treks along the beaches.

Since many Emerald Empire families like to include
agate hunting on their trips to the coast, we accompanied
the Pickelts recently to pick up some pointers on ferret-
ing out desirahle stones.

It was raining in Eugene that day, but the Sun shone
brightly on the beach near the mouth of China Creek,
where we started.

“This is a popular spot for agate hunting,"” Mrs. Pickett
explained, "because il s so accessible,” Muriel Ponser
Memorial Wayside is located where China Creek emplies
into the oecean. There is a road to the edge of the beach,

z and plenty of parking.
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Luxurious Living Levels
It's big in space, comfort and lvability. See the en-
tirely different foyer. then stop up a few stops (o the
hig leony living room. inspect 3 large bedrooms
witl ordo-ceiling closets, admire the glimorous bath
with its Formicatopped vanity. The sepurate dining
area and luxurious kitchen with eeiling-high scar-proof
birch-finlshed cabinets eapture the hearts of every
woman,
Downstairs, you'll enjoy a huge 18x24 sq. {t. area for
a family room PLUS nn 18x24 sq. {. BONUS ROOM
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bath, a hobby room or workshop—all the living you
want! See it today!
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Sunny Stretch of Beach ...  Is the Setting for a Family

By DAN WYANT
Of the Register Guard

of the other creeks, where there aren't quite so many
people looking for agates,”" Mrs. Pickell said.

She passed out emply piastic bread bags to Tim; to
Diek, who Is 12, and to five-yearold Kristie. They quickly
scattered along the rocky beach, using the bags as cone
tainers for worthwhile specimens.

Agate hunting is simply a matter of seleeting a see-
tion of the Oregon coast where the rocks are known in
abound, then walking slowly along with an eye peeled
for the semitranslucent stones,

The Picketis—like most family rock collectors—also
pick up any other rocks with appealing colors. These in-
clude red, green and yellow jasper, petrified wood (which
polishes 1o 2 luster), bloodstones, and other semiprecious
gem material.

Welting the stones helps bring out their color. Tim

KRRISTI PICKETT
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ock-Hunting Expedition
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I usunlly dunks his In water before deelding on which ones
to keep.

Most of the beach agate is pale yellow in color, some
with darker bands, or waves of orange, Agate with pro:
nounced color patterns ix more desicable for finished
stones, Tim noted. Most highly prized of the agales on
the stretch of beach from Heeota Hesd to Yachuats are

can yield fantastically beautiful designs whien the stones
are cut and polished.

The best agate hunting comes durlng the winter, when
storims churn up the off-shore ocean tloor, according to
Mrs. Pickett. But there are agotes Lo be found almost any
time of the yeuar, she added,

‘Sometimes," she said, “when a lot of people have
combed the beach, it's better just 1o pick out a spot ani
dig.”

The Pickets recently turned up some ngates weighing
a half-pound each and more by digeing baek amld gome
driftwood, where other searchers hadn't looked,

Once the rocks are home in the Pickett's garage, Tim
takes over with his vock tumbler; The stones are rotated,
in a contalner with grinding matevinl, for 150 to 200
hours, They come out with brilliant polish and lustre,

Tim Hus used & few of the stones for key chain docos
rations but most are stored in egg cartons and other con-
tainers.

Amnteur collectors who don't own reck tumblers ean,
for a fee, have a load of stones lumbled at eommercial
lupidary shops.
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Family
Affair

Agate hunting is a family
affair for the Faye Pick-
etls of Florence. Above,
10 -year-old Tim, the
“rockhound” of the fam-
ilv, examines a pebble
while Kristi, 5, abandons
the search temporarily to
mike a horse of a beached
log. At right, Mrs, Pickett

y helps Kristi fill her plas-
tic bag with likely speci-
mens. Left, Tim uses a
stick to uncover a possible
hiding place of the wily
agate,
‘ [ ] o ll !
| s Electric Dishwashers near top o
{._:_; 7 Vafi™ 7
Mother’s Day Gift list this year
= S, Mothers Appreciate Release
w " From Dishwashing Drudgery "
;\1
}:
M
S ;
\ P dishes, ¢ 8 . . « hour ghe "
- = away from them, Jus! think, no mere goap, no Il
|1 mare hol water on the hands
. = IV's |.'~:‘1:-:: a hug g tank.
|
|
| EEE L - Electric Dishwashers Are An
Vast Improvement in New Important Part of All-Electric Kitchen
| Dishwashers Spur Sales Yout allieloctile kitchion: works Jkes o o lof voii Electi
tainge . i appliances
I M:Tu Efl f“:: beon ing nlea As more .'Ii: I. '.._:-_I'- ’.'I. "
Ly TNCE Dalles o r.::',:-n \:,-:-:- | I : _‘u J
e fupbon
. "Better Late Than Never” Mother's
Favonte Feeling when it Comes to Dishwasher
Spots % g co e e o
nf the favorite ‘ :”-' ! i ‘l'
\_I..; the I Jr. .1:' K whal y ¥
Iy are
3 of creeks
g into the Pacific
Ocean hetween Heceta ° ° °
lh‘-mi :m-i_l b i« !.1.|t~ 111?5_1- t n
Electric Associatio
of Lane Couniy, Inc.
an interest
live better, ELECTRICALLY P.O. Box 321, Eugene, Oregon
l -




