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‘Make 'Em Feel You're One of Them’

Political Speakers Follow
Unwritten Textbook’s Rules

By DAN SELLARD

Of the Registentuard

When a politician not so long sgo toid a
loggers' union how he once [ell trees with a
crogscut saw, and another politician told the
same group he had the habit of chewing
snoose, both were consciously following Rule
No, 1 n the as yet unwritten book on how (o
make political speeches,

A written textbook would say that & speak-
er should “attempt to establish an identity
with his listeners, a rapport with the aup-
dience.”

Translated into less academic language. the
rule is: “Make them feel you're one of them—
by any means you can devise,”

This has led to some odd speech pream-
bles. One candidate recently recalled the ac-
tivities of his grandfather to make sure that
a furmers' group knew he was “one of them."
He and the crowd both forgot that nearly
everyone's grandfather was a farmer

Candidates have used their wives, their
uncles, their college-day jobs, their automo-
biles and even their children to make the
connection between the speakers’ platform
and the back row of chairs

Children? ‘That's easy
dron™ is a sure-fire piteh,

Rule No. 2 in the handbook says that next
the speaker must convince the audicnce he
knows quite & little about its problems. If
it's farmers, then talk about the increasing
price of food but the decrensing price paid to
the farmer . . . if it's teachers, talk about the
problems of communicating In a world that
s growing more complex every day

This is not difficult, if the spoaker only
wants to eatablish himsell as being conversant
with the problems. Giving a solution s a much
greater task.

Rule No. 3 involves the “Big Switch"

The Big Switch is the knack of making n
quick transfer in the speech from the area
that everyone knows nbout to an area that
hardly anyone knows much ahout.

The parentheses behind the Big Swilch in
the little book says (“impress them that you
know & lot about something they don't.")

Thin third step, of course, should come

"I have six chil

earller in the speech if the candidate is on |
unsure grounds in Step, No, 2—if you don’t
know much sbout the timber industry, jump
across the ocean Lo China and talk about the
price of codfish or something

The third step most often goes abroad be- |
cause international relations, world peace and
other such topics are fairly safe in most
groups, Speaking on those is also Impressive.

Rule No, 4 is the toughy. This is how lo
ond. How does ono sense that he's said enough
or that he's made his points? The books fails
on this one

One ending technigue “leaves 'em faugh-
ing." This means the speaker has saved a joke
amil works it in just before he sits down,

Another ix “leave them impressed or in.
spired.” This is difficult for all but the most
practiced.

Still another is the “surprise ending,”
something like that employed by director Al
fred Hitcheock in his television plays. This
also should he reserved for the few good
speakers

But mast candidates in the current cam-
paign do none of these—rathor, they wind up
and then ask for gquestions {from the audience
This most often denles them the reward of
applause hut it's a graceful way io stop,

But if you employ this system, How do you
shut off the questions? One way is 1o signal
the chairman to get up and thank you. This
muy tike gome whispering but it helps

There are refinements to all these little
rules, but in the main they suffice.

And lest it be sald that this is a shameful
hit of trickery, think of this—politics or at
lease the eampaigning part of i, is salesman-
ship and these rules, though bent to the occa-
sion, are rather universal,

Lord knows, it's hard for a candidate 1o
gel an audience these dayvs. It's even harder
1o hold 1t attention

And (o use 15 or 20 minutes In such a way
as to convinee peaple to vote for you lakes
some technique

Dale Carnegie might quaver and Emily
Post might quake, bul these are the rules

Death Ray of Future?

Light Bounced From Moon

LEXINGTON, Maxs. in—Fun
tastie denth rays of the future
may hove jumped part  way
from fictton to fact this past
week as scientists suceessfully
hit the Moon with ultrapower
fir] flashes of red light

A seriea of 20 bursts  wore
shot ot the moon  Thursday
night repeating a  Wednesday
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John G, Tower, RTex., to in

vestigate the dismissal of a 68

yoar-0ld Texas woman {rom U

Peace Corps IS
Tower asked the con

fo look into the dase of
Janie F. Fletcher, who s she
was dropped from the corpa be
cause she refused to undergo
the rigorous physical training
schedule, Peace Corps officlals
said she was dropped for other
Teasons

Board Can't Prohibit
Anchoring of Boats

SALEM (n — Atly, Gen. Rob-
ert Y. Thornton told the State
Marine Board this week it ean
nol prohibit anchoring of bouts
in navigable channels

He said a [ederal law allows
such anchoring

The Marite Board was asked
in prohibit boats from anchor
ing for the purpose of fishing
At the Nehalem River entrance

Thornton anid the federal law
reqitires anchored hoats to leave
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TO BE SECURE AGAINST FIRE DAMAGE
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FOR 3 YEARS!

You would normally pay S34.00
(510,000 dwelling in Fugene),
for fire and extended covernge,
but now, we'll weite it {or $46.50

J. K. PRATT

INSURANCE AGENCY
1100 Olive, Eugene, D1 53369
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IONAL CHARGE for LINED DRAPLS
S UNDER 63-INCHES LONG!

DECORATOR PRINTS OR SOLIDS IN
NEW-LOOK COLORS! TEXTURED WEAVES!

YARD LABOR FOR
ANY WIDTH
WINDOW! |

HAVE THESE WONDERFUL FIBERGLAS® FEATURES!
® PERMANENTLY NO-IRON, for the Lis o tie drapel Just wask, rinse, and hamg. They dey in minutes, 150
® 2 YEAR GUARANTEE AGAINST SUN FADING, lask naw longer; mildew resistant, t20
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FLOOR

KIRSCH ECONOMY TRAVERSE RODS!
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Proiea - i * 48 inches 86 inches

SAVE NOW! CHARGE THEM AT PENNEY'S!
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