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Them Our forefathers
left us two legacies:

nature's wondrous spectacles unspoiled,
and a duty to. pass them on to our
descendants in the same primeval splendor

TTN THE midst of our enjoyment of nature and outdoor life,
may 1 suggest that.we pause occasionally to consider a humbling

vJkm, fact. These mountains that we climb and these flowering
meadows that we trample, they are ours to enjoy but they belong to

to Jirifil

others, too. QA story is told of the first white men in the
, South Pacific who sought to buy an island from the natives. The chiefs
. Conferred solemnlyJarid reached a decision. "We hope you
will use this land, but we "cannot sell it," their spokesman
said. "It belongs to others to our forefathers who entrusted it to us
and to our children who will soon inherit it. We have its use
for only. a little while.' We who have the use of our national parks are'
sharing a unique treasure. No other nation has anything quite like
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or listedMri "secret plans for wartime. But here hides the birth of ultimate victory. Nature's beauty can
"' restore your waning faith in yourself or your God. Nature's lessons can be borrowed: her directness in

achieving her ends, her singleness of purpose, and the discipline which forgives no errors, We have

heed of such qualities, v q The National Park System began, appropriately, with a camping trip. In 1870,

several citizens were exploring1 the wilderness of Montana when their minds turned to America's destiny. '

4It was already clear that our restless people would increase in numbers and works, and that the tide of

.. . . , ,, .vuivoiicicyuvu iciuains, wnn us invitation to wonder how it
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