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MILLIONS OF DOLLARS IN FALSE CLAIMS

. Fraud m Jobless Payments Probed

By NORMAN WALKER

. o The Assoclated Press

WASHINGTON ®—Government
officials sre convinced afler a
nationwide survey that far more
workers: are getting unemploy-
ment payments through fraud and
error than they had imagined.

Just how bad it is they don't
knoy for sure. But they feel ji's
serlous enough to nsk Congress
for another four million dollars
to pay for more sleuthing,

Delective work already under-
taken has convinced the Depart-
ment ol Labor's Bureau of Em-
ployment Security and the various
stules that they must clamp down
on chiselers and tighten the pro-
cesging of claims to reduce ad-
ministrative mistakes,

tinnwide, and for thal reason the

resulis have not been announeed,
It was reliably learned. how-
ever, that the gampling indicated
‘improper”  payments ranging
from 4 'lo 11 per cent of fotal
payments in some areas.

An' initlal survey among a few
States more than a Year ago sup-
plied the 11 per cent ratio, A more
complets sampling in 41 states up
{o mid-1954 indicated about 8 per
cenl in wrong paymenis. This
showed 3 per cent due o jnnocent
error of one kind or apother and
3 per cent due to wilful fraud —
that is, claimant misrepresentas
ton almed al gyplng the system,

Offlcials say more recent sam-
ples In eight states reflect some
Imprt_lyemeu!, showing & 4.1 per
cent improper payment ratio con-
sisting of 2.4 per cent fraud and

ers during 1054. A 6 per cent
wrong payment ratfo would mean

Limitless Universe Is

B By J. HUGH PRUETT
sl hadah ol
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The one who studies the starry
skies is often expeeled to give
information which is entirely out-
side his field of endeavor, Some
feel that he should be able to
solve theological difficulties since
his telescopes extend vision seem-
ingly mlmost to where the waters
of {ime lap on the shores of eler-
nity.
The vask expapse of tha sfarry
universe is absolutely incompre-
hensibie to mortal mind, A ray
of light travels a distance In one
second equal Lo over seven limes
the circumference of the earth,
From tire’ moon, light comes to
us in about 114 seconds; from the

TERMS ALIKE

But bevond our solar system
Jdight from the nearest star, it-
self a sun, requires 4.3 years;

Eternal Mystery to Man

sorie  region far beyond the
Milky Way in the region of an-
other galaxy—aor even bevond all
galaxies. There are limitless
possibilities for locations in our
vast universe.

A second view is that heaven
is purely a superstition of child-
like faith without any reality of
any kind. A third group holds
that heaven is nol material but
entirely gpiritual In nature. They
believe that after “‘eressing the
bar" we move ‘from out wvur
bourne of time and place.”

The study of astronomy is pri-
marily concerned with material
locations,
aroused may well lead to inter-

lected such a place. Buch dis-
|cussions surely belong mostly in
the realms of philosophy and
religion,

from olher parls of our own slar|
system, in 100, 10,000 and even
100,000 vears. The largest lele-
scope brings light to us from
oulside galaxies in one million,
1M million and even two billlon

vears. And there is no jndica-
tion that the end has heen
reached,

It is unfortunale that *the
A hpavens' and “heaven' are terms
almost alike whila they are so
different in meaning, What we
can see above us without eplical
aid appears (o be & blup dome,
not very far away, which is set
with mullitudes of stars. Many
ancient peoples considered this
firmament 1o be a solld dividing
surface. Below jt birds flew and
clouds floated; shove it was the
ahode of the Deily and the spirits
of the blessed.

The dividing surface was called
*tae heavens™; the space imme-
diately above it was “heaven.'
Heaven was thought 1o be def-
initely a material place above
the world, and was divided into
various heights, One New Testa-
sment writer spoke of the "third
heaven.," Mohammedan Koran
was said to have come down from
the “seventh heaven.'

OTHER VIEWS
Some foday helieve this earth
P will finally be heaven. Others
canjecture that this honor will
fall to one of the planets or to

Marines Hold
Rites for Hero

PHOENIX, Ariz. (%—The Ma-
rine Corps and 10 other organiza-
{iong , conducted memorial serv-
fees for Marine Hero Ira Hayes
Friday in the Arizona capital.

The 32yearold Pima Indian,
who haolped ralse the Stars and
Stripes atop Mt. Suribachi on Iwo
Jima in 1045, was found near his
Saenton reservation home Mon-
day.

His own people said farewell to
Hayes at funeral services in the

A

finger-ho
them.
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120 million dollars misspent out
of emploverfinanced state res
serve funds, a 4 per cent ratio
would mean 80 million dollars,

Director Robert C, Goodwin ox
the Employment Security Bureau
says the declining statistics shows
gome progress s being moda (o-
ward nabbing the gyp artists and
minimiring costly mistakes, but
he concedes there Is still a hig
Job ta do.

Goodwin and other federal of
{icials are doubtful about the sur-
vay results. The 41state sampling
project investigated only about
8,000 claimants whereas 6,600,00
individuals recelyed one or more
benefit checks in 1054, Some
cases counfed as fraudulent are
under appeal and may be re
versed. Also,’the samples tended

gative units have heen establish-
ed in Washinglon and some
siates.

For many years officials had
heen lulled somewhat because
dita for detecied fraud looked

pretty good. For the year ended|th

last July 1, for example, when
about 51,600,000,000 was pald out
for about 14 million spells of un:
employment, all detected over-
payments amounted to $7,831,000
to 160,684 people.

About 70 per cenl or $5,563,000
was recovered and 5745 persons
were convicted of fraud afler
prosecution, Those figures showed
all over-pavments amounted to
only one-hall of 1 per cent of
claims.

But the deliberale search for
unwarranted paymenls brought
aboul by the sample surveys has
revealed the problem has far
gredter magnitude than thizs data
indicaled.

In' 1051 these figures for de-
tected fraud were made public
for the first time, largely through
the efforts of the American So-
ciety of Newspaper Editors and

Thereafter, the detected fraud
figures were made publie quarier
ly for some time, but the Labor

€ rue Lamp
OF 1000 USES
and POSITIONS”

poiltion.

Department finally abandoned

SPECIAL

lsonable

the practice and hps since pub-
lished the figures in annual re-

ports.
California, in partioular, has|

been pushing a steady probe, It
now claims more than 20 per cent
of benefits arg being drawn im-
properly gnd state' officipls re-
eently charged that nearly hall
the payments from the San Fran-

gisco office resulted from fraud,|

‘Washington officlals are in-
elined o doubl the Californin fig-
ures on many sgores, one being
that other state survey resulls
gre nowhere near as high as Call-
fornla’s.

In New York, expcutive direc-
tor Richard C, Brockway of the
glate’s Division of Employment,

ported that a sucvey showed an
Improper payment ratio of 4 per

categories eould haye beep elimi-
nated if the state nad had more
money from the federal govern-
ment for administering the pro-

gram.
What is being done about all
1s?

For one thing, new precautions
are being taken. More seleejive
checks are belng made. During
periods of relatively heavy unem-
ployment, stgte offices are flood-
ed with claimants and not all of
them can be thoroughly inler-
viewed. Forms the unemployed
are required to fill out are being
simplified to reduce misunder-
standing.

States are being urged lo con-
centrate on most llkely cases,

Where 10,000 auto or airplane
workers are lald off officipls
don't expect many of them to get
“suitable” new jobs until an auto
or plane plant staris hiring. Peo-
ple who are job-hoppers, who are
in and out of the labor force, are
more likely worth inyestigating,

REASONABLE SEARCH
Women, for example, frequent-

Abuses also stem from varying
state requirements that the job-
less worker should make “a rea-
search” for work or
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should be “aetively seeking" woek
to rontinue benefit eligibility.
What is “‘reasonable” or “‘ac-
[tive?"” Blales interprel this differ-
enily,

Keeping such a ramified gystem
straight is a terrifie job., The ay-
erpge weekly unemployment pay-
ment is about $25 and you just
can't go out and spend a couple
lof hundred dollars meticulously
investigating every case, ospec-
inlly when there are millions of
cases,

Examples are made of the most
flagrant casges, Including forfeits
of future entitlement to benelits,
and fines or imprisonment,

“We want to clean this up and
we'll do It," ope offieial said.
“But we hope abuses won't give
the whole system a black eve. It

workers lose oul op payments be-
cause, lhrnulih unfamiliarity with
the system, they don't apply early
enough.

Reds Refused List
Of Names of Jurors

DENVER #— Seven accused
Communist leaders have been re-
bulled in efforls to gain a list
of names of jurors who have
served in U. S. Districl Court
here the past four years.

Judge Jean S. Breltenslein re-
fused the request by counsel for
the seven, who face (ripl here
March 14 on charges of conspir-
ing to teach violent overthrow
of the government.

But he promised to personally
Inspect the lists to determine if
leconomic or racial minorilies
have been “systematically exelud-
ed” from jury duty.

_l'ur Fool T;;m_llles ]

See Eugene's Leading Fool
Specialist — Dr. Handshuh

|pered in splashy patterns.

Coffee Shops
Mushrooming
In London

LONDON (8—The colfee houses
of Samuel Johnson's 18th-century |B
London are reviving, hut with
glass pnd neonit facades,

A Londoner can buy a cup of b

traditional British cup of tea,
About 150 coffee shops mush-
roomed in London during the past
year and they're popplng up now

coffee almost gs readily ns the t"

)

ut the rale of two a week. Bright-|\ |

ly incongruous among ancient |
soob-blagkened business {ronts, {'

they flash exotic names like Mo-[SS RS
Bl g =l

ka, El Cubano, Chiquite, Siroeco
and Mocamba,

The {ypical shop has a lavern-
like bar with high stools and a

litfle eluster of low plastic-top

tables with well upholstered |8
chairi. Walls are painted or pa- I

dozen handles made ke minia-|(2
ture baseball bats, The operator,
many times a slick, black-baired ||

Italian, pulls on a handle to foree |+ "

water just below the boiling point

through finely ground eoffee plac: [

ed over a fine filter.

The product is s heavy, black
liguid, too streng ar bitler for
many to drink straight. For the
tender-tongued, there is *'cappuc-
cino"—coffee with milk heated
and whipped to a froth by bub-
bling sleam through it.

Britons got colfes fever during
World War 1, according to one
importer, Tea was rationed thep,
flnte glass and neondlit facades,|d
roops also halped create the de
mand. But until the last two years|§
most coffee was sold as an inei-
dental’ part of other restaurant
fare,

Hearing Aid Users
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convenience of hearing ald
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zigl and Spal Light~
ing Effects in Your

First Preshyterian Church at
Sacaton, Ariz., Thursday. Nearly

2,000 Indlans and white friends
packed the church and stood in
the churchyard.

Hayes died of exposure and ex-
cessive alcohol,

Misfortune and unhappiness
had heen his lot since he came

Home.
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Iwo Jima never left him.
Burial will be in the ar!nngton

National Cemetery, Washington,

D.C.
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Dou't Go Without a Truss
25 discount during Jan-
uary on trusses; Abdominal
Belts; Bracers; Back Bells;
and Elastic Stockings.
Sacro-Ease — back supports
for your car, home or ofifce.

Experienced Truss Fitlers

Lady Attendant

Trusses as Jow as $3.99
Rubber Stockings as
Low as §1.55
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