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Maybe Someday But Not Now

One of the hottest controversies under
the Capitol dome centers around the
state attorney general and a series of
proposals designed to “take his office out
of politics.” One would eliminate his job
as an elective official and make the of-
fice appointive, much s the office of
secretary of the board of control is now,
Another would permit state boards and
commissions to hire their own lawyers,
who now are hired by the altorney gen-
eral and assigned by him fo other de-
partments of government.

There are some middling good argu-
ments in favor of these bills. However,
wa do not think they outweigh the argu-
ments against them, Such argumenis
can be waged just as well two years
from now. Our major concern is that
changes of this nature not be made this
year, There is a suspicion that too much
politics motivales those who would
change the present system.

The attorney  general, unlike other
major state officials, is at the mercy of
the Legislature. The Legislature created
his office 64 years ago, and the Legisla-
fure can take it away. He is not a “con-
stitutional officer,” in that his office is
not set up by the stale constitution,

The first attorney general, George
E. Chamberlain, was a Democralt who
was appointed by Goy. Sylvester Pen-
noyer, and who later was elected-gov-
ernor and U. S. Senator, Except for Mr,
Chamberlain, who left his attorney gen-
eral job in 1895, attorneys general have
been Republicans, and there have been
precious few of them, Only six men, all
Republicans; held the job between 1885
and 1053 when the present atlorney
general, Robert Y. Thornton, was sworn
fn, Governors, secretaries of state and
state treasurers have usually been Re-
publieans, too. Mr. Thornton, however,
is a Democral, and for two years he sat
In Salem as the only Democratic state
official.

There is no doubt that Mr. Thornton
has somelimes heen thinking of his po-
litical future and of his role as one of
the state's leading Democrats. And there

W e W
Prior Rights

There's a bit of a fight going on be-
tween the fishermen, the tourist indus-
Iry and the nature lovers: It involves
the sea lions who live in their rookery
near Hecela Head, The fishermon say
the sea lions eal steethead and salmon,
thus cutting down on the supply that
enlers the Siuslaw River and the creels
of sport fishermen. The nature folks
dispute this, contending that an analysis
of the inside of a sea lion indicates the
animals feed primarily on lampreys,
which are eel-like parasites which feed
off fish,

In any case we favor the sea lions
over the fishermen, The sea lions were
there first. Whatever it is they eal. they
eal it because they have to live. They
may get some plensure, or sport, oul of
catching the food. The fisherman, on
the other hand, catches fish for kicks
Fish to him is only an incidental foodg
and one he could do without

Sea Hons have natural enemies and
they die to feed other creatures of the
sea and sky, Any fish, or lamprevs, they
@, they are supposed to eal because
of the “balance of nature " Besides, the
sea llons were there fivet

Canoe Fete

University @ Oregon stodents are
hard at work, planning a revival of the
Yeanoe fete,” the water @ageant thai
was 4 distinctive feature of Fugene be-
fore World War 1L The annual fete, pro-
duced as the principal evigt of Junior
Weekend each May, was last put on in
1841, Then came a critical shorlage of
water in the millrace, a war, mor®y iterg
shortages, and, of course, a wealth of
inexperience on the part of undergradu-
atas who must do the work

This year's canoe fete will be on 4
limited scale with only five or ten floats
making their way along the chilly water
and propelled by freshmen who swim
along behind and push. It will take
place on the upper race, near the phy-
sical plant, where the university, with
the canoe fete in mind, recently land-
seaped an area. This area, by the way,
can iLit is used, become a valuable part

is just as little doubt that the Republi-
can officials of the state have been
thinking of him in exactly the same
manner, They have, to say the least,
been unappreciative of Mr. Thornton's
activities, A couple of times, when the
board needed legal action, it short-cir-
cuited Mr. Thornton completely and
went to private law firms for help. Pri-
vately, members of the board com-
plained that they couldn’t get a depend-
able opinion out of Mr. Thornton. Mr.
Thornton and his Iriends have countered
with the charge that the board was just
mad because Mr. Thornton wouldn't al-
ways come up with the sort of legal ad-
vice the board most wanted o get.

And so it has gone. Mr. Thornton has
not been content to be a minor official.
He has pushed his office into the lime-
light several times, contending that it
was his clear duty to look into the crime
situation in some counties and to investi-
gate allegations of “mink coat business”
in the State Liquor Commission. These
activities have not endeared him to other
state officials.

Of course this is not the first time
that the allorney general and the gov-
ernor have been of different political
parties. In the 58 years that Republicans
sat in the attorney general’s chair; there
were Democratie governors four times;
for a total of 18 years. The Democratic
governors and the Republican attorneys
general seemed lo get along, There is
the possibility that the present ill feel-
ing between the Capitol and Supreme
Court Bldg. is more of a personality con-
flict than a genuine weakness in gov-
ernment organization,

In any case we would not like to see
a drastic change made in the present
heated political climate. Let's wail a
couple of years. Other men will be in the
lwo jobs in other years. Let's wait and
see if the spme arguments develop in a
climate of harmony and trust, If they do,
then it will be time (o consider a change,
and lo thresh this thing out on ils
merits.

I S

of the scenie and cultural resources of
the city.

The students hope that by reviving
their canoe {ete on a limited scale they
can call public attention to the sad state
of neglect into which the millrace has
fallen. They'll be putting on a show for
the community, but they'll also be strik-
ing a blow for the noble cause of doing
something about the millrace.

We spoke earlier of the “weallh of
inexperience’ that today's undergradu-
ates bring to this new task. Today's 19-
vear-old freshman was 5 vears old when
the last fete was put on. The kids will
m-’ml help and advice. They'll be calling
on a lot of old fossils downtown, hoping
to get the benefits of their experiences
with canoce fetes, It would be a good idea
if the old fossils would start recalling
just how things worked when they were
19-vear-old freshmen, swimming along
behind a floatload of beautiful co-eds.

Danger in February

February is coming up, and that fact
should bring no joy to people who dare
to drive @rs. For, traffic accident wise,
February, the shortest month, is also
the most deadly. In 1954 October and
December, both 31-day months, cach
saw 48 traffic deaths in Oregon Febru-
@, with 28, saw 45 deaths

A detailed report from the @ffice of
the secretary of state draws “mileage
death vates” fro® the first three months
of 1954, It shgvs that n Jagary five
persons were killed per million milgs
dri®® In_March the figure was four.
But in Fcﬁ'u.‘iry it was 10.3

The repo® points out that winter
driving is hazardous for three reasons—
poor visibility, ice and snow, and tem:
perature changes. It points out further
that temperatures, below the freezing
point, grow more dangerous as they rise.
This is bocause ice, and to a lesser de-
gree snow, become more slippery as the
temperature  gets near the 32-degree
whrk. A driver traveling at 20 miles an
hour on ice or snow ean stop in 110
feet if the temperature is at zero. But,
on ice and snow in a 32-degree tempera-
ture, it would take driver
250 feet 1o stop

e same

Could Be Getting in Over His Head
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Power Dispute Violence Lacks Ferocity

SALEM i — The Legislature's
dispute over the Eisenhower ad.
ministration's plan to  develop
power in partnership with local
ageneies might not be so violent
as first belioved,

A split among the Democrals
in the House on the first test vote
Fuesday indicates there may not
be any ftrong opposition to it

The test was on o memarial to
Congress asking for construction
of Green Peter and Cougar dams
in the Willamette Basin under
the partnership plan.
SURPRISE RESULT

The Democrats  divided, 14
ngnint it and 11 for it. It was a
surprise, because it was thought
at least 20 Democrats would op-
pose it The Republicans support-
ed the memorial 33 10 2.

A memorinl roplly dsn'l very
important, but they often cause
the longest debates, Thoy do pro-
vide a good test of sentiment

The biggest power battle will
be over ratification of the Colum-
bin River Comp.ol. Some Demo-
erats say it will give Oregon ' the
short end ns far #s getling power
and water are concerned.

The Republichns who wrole

IN THE

McKenzie ‘Lunkers’

EUGENE—(Tn the Editor) — A
requiem seems in order for the
rempining Big Fish of (he Me-
Kenzie River. With the jilting of
their river biologist's 14-inch lim-
it recommendation the McKenzie
folks turn the clock hack to emo-
tional regulation of the MeKengie
fishery dnd they may be mighty,
mighty sorry.

Oddly enough' thelr chief argu-
ment  against the 14-inch lmit
was that the angler hked 1o catch
the hig one—was in fact always
looking for the big one. So what
do they do, they domand that the
big one be done awav with.

Probably they do not know of
the high popularity of the famous
streteh of waler in Pennsylvania
where the angler s restricted to
two {ish per season for specimen
purpozes and is restricted o dry
fly. 11t abounds with eagy hig
trout

Probahly they did nol read the
Sports Alield story “'How to Have
Good Fishing." That formuln was
to forbid posiession of troul at
any Lime

Furthermore, 1 doubt if the Me-
Kenzie folks understood the Game
Comniission policy as stated last
Friday by Dr. Ravoer of going to
smaller fish planting beciause of
higher  hatchery Ccosts That
means 4. th Sdnch liberations and
Bnehors to cateh

With the "Junkers” dredged out
ax they soon will be, the pros.
peets of up too a limit of & (o
fitz«inch hatchory minnows wan't
draw the type of fishermen that
sustains either the resort or guide
business. So it seems that they
have hurl rather than helped
the@selves and the Lane County
eConnmy

They actually would have been
fat better off pleading for a drop
of the Hmit to 12 or even 11 inch-
ers and for fly fishing only. In
essence they asked for the dis-
contitiance of $10,000° worth of
hatehery facilities in the death of
the 14 and over length fish, By
dropping to a 2.inch limit thoy
could have gained another §30,000
worth of hatchery factlities plus
more bhig fish drawing power,

Hy going to fly fishing, as on
the North Umpqua, the fish could
be  released without the harm
incident to lure or bait

Seomingly, the McKenzie {olks
overlook the fundamentals, that
it is lve fish and not dead fish
that sustains them. This fryving-
pan fish-market approach will
kill them,. Furthermore, it could
bring on a movement (o ban the
fishing from boats on the McKen-

this compact claim it will guar-
anlee Oregon more power and
waler than it would get without
having the compact,

Another surprise was the an-
nouncement by Sens. Harry Boi-
vin, Klamath Falls Democrat, and
Pat Lonergan, Portland Republi-
can, that they will ask the Senate
to create an Un-American Activi-
ties Committec,

PAST PERFORMANCES

Judging from performances at
past sessions, it doesn't look as
though such a commitiee will be
formed.

Bolvan and Lonergan wint a
commitlee Lo investigate subver
sives and also alleged subversive
matter in school texthooks.

The Legislature has considered
this several times in the past, but
neither house has ever voted for
the idea. It has the support of
some patriolic organizations,

Gov. Paul Patterson had some
good words Lo say for the lobby-
ists who gave a dinner for the
Legislature Tuesday night.

He told the lobbyists how they
had ‘bought him many dinners

while he wasiin the Senale, but
added that no lobbyist ever had
used a free meal to influence Pat-
terson's vote.

The governor urged the legis-
lutors to get all the free meals
they could gel from the lobby-
ists, and he added that the lobhy-
ists give the Legislature lols of
help,

The dinner was given by the
Oregon Assn, of Trade Execu-
tives,

Legislators are worrled because
the bills are %o slow in being in
troduced. We figure that only
about 20 per cent of the bills have
been submitted.

FLOOD OF BILLS

Many bills, drafted by the leg-
Islntive counsel, are being carried
arguntd in  members' pockels,
Some members like to wait until
the flood of new bills starts, so
that committecs won't be able to
look at thiese members' bills too
closely,

The delay makes it look as
though the session will last a
long time. It probably will elose
up some time in May,

EDITOR’S MAILBAG

zie and that would really hurt the
resort business. Bul for now, lel's
shed a tear for the MeKenzie
"Lunker” that is to be no more!
MERT FOLTS
350 Falrway Loop

Hit-and-Run

EUGENE (To the Editor) —
From my front door—3566 Elmira
Road—Wednesday (Jan. 19) &,m.
uwbout  B:30, our pretly, light
brown tervier was killed by »
hit-and-rin  driver, Dogs should
nol be on the road, you say!
Granted; but they will go there!
We are in a restricted spoed zone,
and the cars following slowed up
and turned aside to avold hitting
her again, but the first car «id
nol stop nor even slow down, and
our pet wis dead before I could
reach’ her.

The color of the car? I don't

know, Very yellow, would be as
wood a guess as any. Though of
mixed parentage, the dog was in-
valuable on our chicken farm ax
a rodent dog—and pet.
" That very afternoon | located
our oliler dog, missing since eve-
ning before, in a diteh not many
feot nway, and I'tearfully carried
her in and laid her in the same
grave. As my husband shoveled
in the dirt, | sald: “Thank God
it wasn'l any of the children.'

To the drivers of these twoe
ears (1 wonder if they slopt well,
last night) this warning—Please
drive carefully? Next time it
might he child plaving ball—or
on a bike—or roller skates, get
ting in front of your cars. It
could be your own, or & friend's
child

MRS, NICHOLAS BERTELSEN,

3566 Elmira Road.

Feels Sorry

SPRINGFIELD (To the Editor)
—1 do [eel sorry for the people
of Eugene! 1 wonder how muany
Eugeneans noticed the article on
Page 1, Section B, Jan. 18, 1855,
about sour new “‘police state™?
They tthe cops) marched him
{the so-called drunk) from the
Belvedere Hotel, THEN arrested
him for being 'drunk on the
streel.”  Talk about frameaps—
he didn't NEED a trial!

Guess the reasun that 1 resent
this s that | way arrested in
Eugene for a charge of “reckless
driving” while using a car deal-
er's car which “shimmied™ In
the front wheels. Therefore, the
Yeop™ (of your police stale) de-

cided that I must be drunk—or
something!!! I wasn't—so, all of
n sudden, 1 became a “reckless
driver,” going five miles over
the specd limit (which was a lie,
also—I had my eye on the speed-
ometer at the sume time 1 saw
the “‘hiding" cop). It cost me $15
whieli | paid—and now, that T
know how the state regards such
cases—1 wish that 1 hadn't]!

Twould have paid me to fight
it if it had cost $10011 Anyway,
the point of all this is: When and
where ate you Bugeneans going
to “SIT" on your aover-zealous
police (copg)? You already have
A bad name from out-of-staters.
Don't you like olher people's
BUSINESS dollars?

ALLEN G SNEED
B34 B St.

Cougars Scream?

EUGENE—{To the Editor)—
Thanks to Mr. Helfrich for his in-
teresting  story  about cougars
But strange that he never heard
ohe scream.  Back in Missouri
during the 901 people talked
about a “panther’ almost every
winter, and that he sercamed
like a woman in distress. One
oldtimer tells us; “We were rid-
ing along a forest road and bob-
cals were quite common, but all
at once we heard a terrible
seream. Our horses started on a
dead race and we let them run
for about 2 miles before they
stopped,”

The first one that I ever heard
was at Corona, Calif., one eve-
ning after dark. The dogs were
tied up and not far from the
house in a lemon grove there was
a blood-chilling, long drawn out
scream. , T rushed fo the other
room and told the others that a
cougdr was outside, They were
skoptical at first, then he made
another seream. They all jumped
up and went outside and turned
the dogs loose. The dogs barked
and ran into the grove, but the
cougar bad made a safe retreat
The next morning a  neighbor
stated that a chicken coop con-
taining iwo roasters was forn o
peces and the cocks were gone

I will never forget thst terrible
scream, but as far as sounding
like a woman in distress that is
decidely un understalement. Any
indy who can scream lke a
cougar would do well to quit her
job at once and join a clrous, as
she could make more money in
one night than she could in a
year pounding a typowriter

DORVIN DUDECK,
R 5,

PET ER EDSON

Ike’s Formosa Plan Avoids

"Call for Attack on China

WASHINGTON (NEA)— The
Eisenhower administration has
no iotention of backing Chiang
Kal-shek's Nationalist Republic
of China forces on Formosa in

any atlack on
the Chinese main-
land.

statement

hower's
message to Con-
gress requesting
authority for U.
5. armed forces to act in defense
of Formosa and the Pescadores
islands,

It is admitted that the draft
resolution presented to Congress
might give the President, as com-
mander in chief of U. 5. forces,
authority to order an altack on
Chinese Communist strong points
from which an attack on For-
mosa and the Pescadores might
be launched. But there is no in-
tent (o release Chinese Nation-
alist forces for such an attack
on the China mainland.

Up to the present, this latter
point has been in doubt. There
have been some Republican lead-
ers who have maintained that the
United States should release
Chiang Kai-shek's forces to lib.
erate the Chipa moinland from
the Communists. Some extrem.
is? have even gone so far as to
advocate that U. 5. naval and
air power be used to support this
assaull.

GOOD PROPAGANDA

The Eisenhower administration
spokesmen have neyer cither sup-
ported or discouraged this talk,
It obviously made good propa-
ganda for keeping the Chinese
Communists guessing as to the
real American intent, U, 5. mili-
tary and economie nssistance,
totaling over half a million dol-
lars, has obviously kept Chiang
Kai-shek's government from col-
lapse, It has also supported the
idea that the Nationalist govern-
ment was being kept in readiness
for a return to power in China,

On Formosa, of course, the
Chiang government has done
little else but talk and prepare
for eventual return to the main-
land and driving the Communists
out, It is now admitted officially
in  Washington, however, that
there are few people who believe
that this Republic of China rule
over the mainland will be
achieved hy armed force. Instead
af this, the policy Is sloted as

r

supporting the belief that internal
schisms, unrest and hostile dem-
onstrations by the Chinese people
on the mainland will themselves
eventually overthrow Commun-
ism dictatorship,

It is pointed out that the Chin.
ese people have mever been held
together very long by any of
their rulers or conquerors. The
role of the Nationalist govern-
ment on Formosa is therefore
said to be one of walting to take
advantage of this situation when
the unrest and uprisings come
into belwg.

ACHESON DAMNED

In slightly different words,
what this policy amounts to is
nothing more nor less than what
former Secretary of State Dean
Acheson once referred to as “let-
{ing the dust settle in China."

When the Chinese Communists
first copquered the mainland and
drove Chiang Kai-shek's forces to
Formosa, Acheson sized up the
situntion’ as  being one about
which the United States could do
very little, He was damned all
over the country for this do-noth-
ing policy.

But he stuck to his guns. He
pointed out  that while many
people regarded China as a
springboard for attack on world
communism, it was really only a
morass. Everyone who had tried
to conquer China or to rule it
had bogged down in it.

Japan had tried to conquer
China and failed, When the United
States had tried to help China,
it had become despised by the
Chinese. Now it was the Russians'
furn to go in and try to make
over China, Future history would
show that the Communists
bogged down and because the
people whom the Chinese most .
despised, i
NOT FOR ASSAULT

The Truman - Achegon policy
therefore became one of protect-
ing Chisng Kal-shek ns an old
ally and an enemy of eommun-
ism, but not to the extent of sup-
porting him for an armed assault
lo re-capture the China main.
land.

Leaders in the Eisenhower ad-
ministration will probably deny
that they are following this old
line, But there is little discernible

difference.
President  Eisenhower's mes.
sage to Congress, near its close,

said: “What we are now seeking
is primarily 1o clarify present
policy and to unite in its applica-
tion. We are nol establishing a
new policy.” 5

FREDERICK C. OTHMAN

Hire Brains, Not Hands,

¢

Advises Businessman

WASHINGTON — Charles H.
Percy, who is perhaps America's
A gest big busir pelled
it out for the congressmen; The
thing to do is hire a working-
man’s brains instead of his hands
and you won't have to worry
about cheap labor in far places,

Percy long was known as the
“hoy president” of Bell and How-
ell Co, Chicago, He's 38 years
old now, still youthfullonking
and still chief executive of the
warld's biggest movie cumera and
projector company.

He has 3,200 employvees now
and they all earn at lesst $2 an
hour. He's ‘encouraging them to
study engineering and production
techniques so that he can pay
them %4 an hour and make them
even more capable of competing
with cheap foreign labor,
OPEN-MOUTHED

This left the members of the
House Ways and Means Commit-
tee with their mouths open.
They'd never heard anything
quite like it. Rep. Cecil King
(D:Cal) said it was the most in-
formative hit of testimony he'd
heard since he'd been in Con-
gress.

“You've almost made a Chris.
tian out of me," commented Rep.
Noah Mason (R-111), who's been
one of the stalwarts against Prosi-
dent Elsenhower's plan to gradu-
ally reduce tariffs on foreign im-
ports.

Percy sald these shouid, by
all means, be cul. The time has
come, he siid, to give the con-
sumer a break; to let him buy
the best product at the lowest
price, no matter where it was
made. Cameras included, he said.

He plunked down on the big
mahogany table an assortment of
cameras and lenses Lo show ex-
actly what he meant.

SUPER DELUXE MODEL

One of these was a super de-
luse 35-millimeter still camera,
which his own firm put on the
market a couple of years ago at
ST00 per copy,

“A roally wonderful camera,”
said Percy, “but we couldn't sell
it. We cut the price finally to
$450 and we lost £130 on each
one, but we still conldn't make a
g0 of i The trouble was simple,
The Germuns ware producing a
similar camera, which they sold
here for $385.

“We could have gone crying to
the Tarilf Commission and asked
for highor duties on this par
tcular type of machine, but we
decided the thing to do was take
our loss, which amounted to $1.
250,000, und get out of that par-
ticular business."

The Germans could make the
machine at a low price because
it largely was hand-made in
Chicago, where the $2 an hour

wage prevalled, and competition
wiis impossible,

S0, said Percy, his firm went
into mechanization of its factory,
where engineers now push bute
tons instead of grind lenses by
hand, Eleven men in (be lens
department now turn out 10
times as many lenses us 100 men,
using thelr hands for the grind-
ing part, did in 1943,

He held up an amateur movie
eamera, which his compuny sold
before the war for $49.05, when
the help was pald an average of
40 cents an hour, Today the [irm
produces a betlor camera for ex-
actly the same price, even though
its wage bills are five times
bigaer.

PAYING FORR BRAINS'

“And by that I mean we now
are puying our people for the
use of their brains, not their
fingers and hands,” he said: “This
is the way it should be, Now
many of them are golng to school
at night, studying the new tech-
niques, so that thelr brains will
be worth still more”

Percy sald he did nol care
what hand workers abroad were
paid. No matter how low their
wages, he sald, they could not
possibly compele with his new
54095 job in price, or quality,
either.

The lenses, incidentally, still
eost 46 cents for the raw ma.
terials. Some of the big ones for
projection machines, whether
ground by thumb and forefinger
or by push button, retail for $87
eich, So why worry about lariffs?
Perey demanded, Better, said he,
pul America’s brains to work, let
machinery do the tedious jobs,
and watch compelition take care
of itself.
{Copyright,

1068, hy United Feature ¥
Byndicite, Inc.)

SO THEY SAY—

I am extremely happy ag Presk-
dent Eisenhower's envoy to Italy
to have seen the situntion he-
come so much better during the
last year

—U. 5. Ambassador Luce.

Eventually radar speed control
will be a nationwide practice.
—Francis Gaughan, Bufialo, N.

Y., police department traffie

director

All the local topers know is
that the earth is turning awful
fast,
~—Washington, D. C, Police In

spector  Archie Winfree, dis .

putes doctor’s theory that v

drunks always list in the di

rection the carth turng.



