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Impartial Inquiry Into Tax Assessment

Controversy Should

Not entirely new is the complaint ot
County Assessor George Stock that he
and his staff can't keep up to par with
property assessments hecause our coun-
ty budget makers won't supply enough
money to hire enough help,

Not new either is the allegalion of
the county commissioners that the pres.
ent hudget for the assessor would be
sufficient to gel the work done, if he
would organize and operale his staff
more efficiently.

Nat entirely new is the joint com-
plaint of the directors of the Oakway
Witer: and Willakenzie Fire Districts
that the reason for this CHRONIC CON-
DITION in our counly government is
ORGANIC—inherent in the fact that
county commisgioners, though nomi-
nally “chiefs of slate' in county govern-

ment have absoluiely no contral over

operating methods of subordinates.

{In the severpl counly manager charter
baltles, this paper has emphasized that strie-
fural weakness in county government and we
refer (o i holdly now realizing that Repub-
lican and Demoeratio politiens will eome rush-
ing out hand-inhand 1o scream: “Communism!
Diclatorship!™ ole, ole)

What is spic and span NEW in this
situation is for two official boards—in
the study of their own problems—to dis-
cover this unpleasant truth about county
government and make bold {o state it
We doubt if the “super-pairiots" will
want to call them “‘un-American” for
suggesting that it might be possible to
find something better than the present
setup.

Whal concerns tis all in Lane county
is the utler FOLLY of this condition. for
these reasons:

I these districts are Insing $400,0000 in
valuntions theough (niluve to' wet @ll proper-
ties on tax rolls; this represenls approximately
a 10 per cent loss on their total polential.

If the same percentage applics throughout
Lane cotnty (and there is reason (o expeet il
does) then the loss on tolal county valuations
now sel al $55033.062 must be somewhere
hetween five and six million dollars,

This is n loss of eonsiderable consequence
I eities; school districts and to all of us who
pay tnxes.

Apurt Trom all Ahe probloms of financing
anel management ol publie functions, there is
the prohlem of SHEER INIUSTICE because
those who are on the volls mysl pay [or those
who are nnl.

These figures, of course, are mere
estimates of possible or probable loss—
hecause as things stand NOBODY
KNOWS. And frankly, the rather bland
attitude of the commissioners that some-
how, in good time “fthe Lord will pro-
vide" is o bil shocking to us because we

Be Helpful

think somebody besides
should get excited.

Mr. Slock

Let's Search for Facts

Shortly after the war there was a
somewhat similar situation. Mr. Stock
brought his troubles to the Eugene
Chamber of Commerce. A committee
got interested. Citizens in various parts
of the county got interested. They laid
the case before the then connty court
and the appropriations were ‘“upped.”
Much good resulted.

That method might be used again,
bul in our opinion it would not be quite
sufficient because of certain compli-
cating factors which have bearing:

State lax commission participation with
counties in he huge (nsk of re-assessmeonl,

Lane county's deficlent TAX BASE—not
the fault ol present county officers although
it smems fo set up “mental blocks" against
eonstruetive action, in many directions.

Actual organizational relationships
al the courthouse.

Our suggestion for the present diffi-
culty would be the selection—by the
county commissioners—of an impartial
group of citizens to make a careful in-
quiry into the whole situation with a
view Lo a reporl upon which conslruc-
five action can be started in several
directions:

1. Emergency appropriations if it is found
that present funds are really not sufficient.

2. Organizational reforms, if it i= found
that those are needed.

3. Legisiative measures (o submit to the
1955 session—if it is thought best to avoid a
eounty charter and home rule hy legitimizing
A lew structural changes in county govern-
ment.

In the 1953 session, an effort was
made—with TLane county support—in
consnlidate the tax collecting functions
of the sheriff with the appraisal and
assessment functions of the assessor—
but it gol no place fast when the power-
ful county lobbies stuck the knife in
deep.

Any change of any kind is going to
encounter the bitter opposition of ignor-
ance, prejudice and entrenched political
sell-interest at Salem. County charter
government may be the only escape.
But, it would be worth a fry to have a
high class citizens group give the coun-
ly's problem the same kind of eritical
and careful look-see which yvou would
certainly want in any private business
il you were told:

“Wo dre losing a Iot of ‘money which we
cauld save by spending a litile more money
in a slightly different way, but we'll jus<t have
In endure that beenuse things have alwavs and
will always be done this way."

Sounds kinda silly, whal?

No 5. Should 6 Mill Limit on State Property
Tax Be Embalmed in State Constitution?

Iin 1952, we the people approved a law
which voled a 6 mill limit on any prop-
erly tax which the State of Oregon might
wint to levy for state operations, as dis-
tinguished from counties, cilies or
sthools. The idea was lo keep the state—
with its threatened doficits—from hog-
ging property fax revennes needed at
loeal levels

In the 1953 lLegislature. they fight
ened up fhe wording a bit and submit-
ted it to the people as another addition
Lo Section 17, Article XTof the Constiti
ton. We are “AGIN" 1T

CHow e owe fake this posilion when we

supported the Taw Tor the same pirpose which
was approved by the peaplo (' 10527)

Doggone it when you've gof a per-

‘PROMOTION

Measures initiated by special groups,
we vlassify as “promotion measures” fo
distinguish them from (hose which have
heen submitted fo the people by the

No. 6 Establishing Dayl

This isa measure for a law, initiated
oy Junior Chambers of  Commerce
[hroughout the state of Oregon. Tt would
repeal the yéav-round Standard Time
ww which the Granges and labor unions
sponsored in 1952—which we the peo-
ple ratified 399,981 to 256,931 — and
astiblish DST from 2 am. on the last
Sunday each April to 2 am. on the last
Sunday each September.

Much as we admire the Jaycees we
san't huy this one! Somebody is sure fo
ask:

“Wall, haven't the DST fans just as much

dght to have the issue submitted in their
words and voted on ag did the Standard (ans?"

fectly good law for a given purpose, why
lry to embalm it in the Constitution.
Iere is a living example of the ABUSE
of constitutional law which we dis-
euissed in connection with the preceding
measure on this hallot, This measure
represents the effort of certain interest-
ed groups to FREEZE this limitation,
pul it out of reich of legislative change,
and make it as dilficult as possible for
the people themselves to change.

Sn we are going to VOTE NO on (his
No. 5. As a law, the 6-mill limit on state
property tax is okay, under present cir-
ciimstances. As part of the constitution,
it could be a costly harrier to construe:
tive action under conditions which we
cannol foresee now.

MEASURES’

Legislature after much study and dis-
cssion in the Legislature. Promofinn
measures should always receive extra
seruting.

ight Saving Time, Yet?

Sure they have! No vote is ever final
past the next election. The people often
change their minds. We are glad to see
this measure on the bhallot as a positive
statement for DST even though we
doubt if people will like it any hetter
than two years ago.

We just don't go for DST! Yep, old
fashioned! Never did see the segse of
trying to Kid yourself by jiggering a
clock! If we want to get up before dawn
we can any day in the vear. So—unloss
the WHOLE NATION goes for DST we
think it's cockeyed! Put the prod on Con-
gress, boys and we'll be right with vou.
Meantime we VOTE NO on No. 6!

b s i el e SIS EEEIESS"S.._ el e AR g T T

All That Desert Experience Comes in Handy

0

Doris Fleeson
Doris Fleeson

PORTLAND, Oregon— By all
the rules of politics, Gov. Thomag
E. Dowey of New York has firsi
eall on the Supreme Court va:
ciney resusting from the dealh
of Justice Robert H. Jackson.

Gov. Dewey supplied the politi.
eal knowhow and the trained
people  that  transformed  the
amorphous, rudderless Eisenhaw-
er drift at Chicago into an irre-
sistable force, He also furnished
the eold nerve required fo fake
on (he party idol, the late Sen.
Robert A, Tafl, with a “thpu
shult not steal” convention sira-
{egy hased on the stupid and re.
actionary  management of 1he
GOP Southern primaries by Taft
followers.

DERT TO DEWEY

If any one Lhing became elear
alter Chicago, it was that Presj-
denl Eisenhower eould or would
nol have heen able to do Ihis for
himsell, Gov. Dewey necessarily
relurned (o s New York respon-
sihilities, and Senator Taft uniil
his death ran the legislalive pro-
gram and was {he single most
powerful influence on' the While
Huouise,

The debt to Dewey remains fo
be collected and, as he is retiving
as governor of New York, he Is
in & position ta collect it.

No one has yet seen clearly
into Dewey's mind at this point
and ean tell what he wants,
Those who know him best think
heo prefers power (o money; yet
he las voluntarily relinquished
control of New York state, which
is from a polilical point of view
the greatest powerhouse and
sped-hed of presidents In the
eountry,
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PROPOSAL

Douglas Larsen

Pentagon Eager to See New A-Test Results

WASHINGTON (NEA) — The
next series of atomic lests, sched-
uled for mid-February, 1955, at
the Nevada Proving Grounds,
should produce another majar
stride in U. 5. alomic weapon de-
velopmenl.

It could he (he most spectacu-
lar continental series of tesis yet
eonducted, with troops maneuv-
ering within a mile of a blast,
the firing of guided missiles with
atomie warheads, the festing of
atomic antiairerafl shells and the
perfection of A-weapons alroady
in the arsenal,

All of these things are consid.
erod by the experts tn he in the
next logical progression of A-
weapon development.

The wording of the Alomic
Energy Commission’s announce-
ment of the test series makes it
clear that no hydrogen hombs ar
thermonuclear devices will be ex-
ploded, 1 obvious from recenl
tests in the Pacific thal hydrogen
hombs-are too powerful (o lest in
the U. §.

The live lesting of nuclear

aveapons and devices by the AEC,

in conperation with the Depart-
ment of Delense and Federal
Civil Defense Administration, has
heen one of the mosl successful
phascs of the whole alomic en-
ergy program, After almost every
series there has been a minor
revolufion in the weapons sys-
lem.

Some of the earlior tests were
devoled to getting the maximum
boom out of a bomb and finding
out how 1o use the searce [ission-
able materials most elficiently.

A whole serios of hlisls proved
what were Lhe moslt practical
packages for dlomic weapons.

All of this work has permitied
Lhe AEC weapons experis to re-
duce the size of A-weapons to
where they could be dropped by
every enmbattype Air  Force
plane flying.

The successful firing of the
alomie eannon during the last
Nevada tests was (he elimax to
earlicr work, proving thal ¥ou
can wrap an atomic blast in a
package aboul 11 Inches in dia:
moter and a few feel long.

In addition 1o {he seientific in
formation gpined by the lests is
the experience which the services
haye had in the handling of live
A-hombs. In the Alr Foreo, for
instance, there is a large corps
ol men with actual experience in
handling and dropping live A-
bombs.

The army's expericnce  wilh
maneuvers has been invaluable
in demonsteating on the one hand
that ‘nuclear weapons are loss
fearful than at first Imagined.
But il has also shown the lactical
experts the best offonsive ways
fo employ muclear weapons.

The Army now beliaves thal it
is sale (o put troops im slit
lrenches within o mile of groind
zero, and probably will do it, Twn
miles ' is the clokest troops have

been before, according lo an-
nouncements.
FCDA participation has  done

most in alerfing citizons in the
real danger of alomic attack and
the need tn support a botter eivil
defense program,

TALK OF WARREN

Perhaps he [elt that having
Iwice achieved the mnomination
Inr the presidency through nor-
mil channels, he had te wait for
it o come (o him by reason of
distinguished service. The Su-
preme Court is certainly a possi-
hie place to render: it

It is reported in the Pentagon
that there will be a firing of ei-
ther an Honest John or WAC Cor-
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poral guided missile with a live
alomic warhead in the uptoming
tests. These two weapons have
now heen integrated into Army
units in Europe.

There's not  much nquestion
about being able 1o package an
A-hamb in the nose of a missile,
it having heen done in an artil-
lory shell. Bul the actual firing
nf a missile Is far more complex
lhan Lthe shooting of a projeclile
oul of a eannon.

I it's proved In Nevarda next
February (hal a laclical alomie

Hal Boyle

greater  pleasures in
motoring — particularly
don'l know
yaurself.

if

missile’ can be Ipunched and det- 1T nover  have 1 am. Bul it wh
onaled successfully the nation is Jearned 1o oper- Mogst molorisls wa
a major slep toward the ultimate ate an automohile pleasure ool of ding

goal in this new weapons system
field, which is a strategie inter-
continental alomic missile,

The rumor thal there might be
an aiomic antiaircraft shell test-
od hints of an equally significant

and mow, in my
mii - forties, I

have decided tol’
spend the rest of
my life as a ma-
chine age para-

development. 1f this is done suc- site — and have A
cessfully in Nevada in February no inlention  of e
Il means tHat Amorica's defense learning {o drive #
agninst altack by swarms of Rus- a car. Boyle

sinn fighlers is immensely My ailitude isn't based pn any
slrengihened, hope that the horse will stage a

The mere knowledee thot the U. comeback as America’s mosl
S, posses  such an antiaireraft popular vehicle. 1 never learned

weapon would be a4 major deter-
rent lo a mass bomher attack on
Ihe U, 8.

In the broad sense the Penla-
gon will be eagerly walching the
next Nevada series because re-
sulls eould mean further budgel
cuts if they show that the new
family of A-weapons really do
give a Iol more bhang for a buck,

keep either on
long,

NOT EXCEPTIONAL
People  always soem

drive: a car.

they also gel mildly indignant,

In The

BANG DISEASE
SPRINGFIELD—({To the Edi.
for})—This poem hy Edgar A,
Guest was sent (o me by my
mother recently, when 1 was
lamenting my fate as a hunter's
“widow," while my husband was
suffering from “Bang!" disease,
buck fever, or whatover they
siffer from in hunling season:
HUNTING SEASON
How patient women all must
he, who live with hunting
men;
And throngh the =eison have

to see them go for ducks
again!
They  know  when they sot

home once more, il bhut their
aim o be true,

Their men will pass to thom
the chore of feathering (o do,

How patient women all
he, about this time of
Who stand heside 'the
and gec their men o
deer,

There's. danger in the [orest
deop. from ecareless hove and

must
i
donr
after

men,
And they won't know a good
night's sleep, 1L they  get

home again

Yo mon are born (rom year to
vear, to durn  away  rom
home,

To hunt the duck, and Tor a
deer, the forest trails to roam,

And it 1s every woman's fale,
whose husband camping
gones,

Ta sit at home to watch and
wait, until the season's close.

MERLA WILE,
Springfield, Ove

DIG THIS RHUBARB
COBURG—(To the Editor)—I
read with interest A. E. Hugill's
letter from  Springfield, about
Ythose programs” His  lament
was that all the stalions were
tied up with the amatedr pro-

Editor's Mail Bag

grams. 1 think it is grand that
the stations all helped; it mive
everybody @ chance lo  heidr
them.

Years ago when 1 was hooking
amateurs we had to pat them on
the stage, sometimes for months
hefore a Lilenl scout would plek
them ap, I would like 1o See
more adverlising like that. Evi
dently A, E. Hugill did not have
any loved ones trving out. It
makes A difference whose foot
the shoe is on, T did not have
anybody tryving out either, bul 1
ertjoyed (he programs,

I don't think onr programs are
lefter perfect, but T think they
are pretly good. The part 1 oh-
jeel tn is the oulof-state pro-
grams messing up our schedule,
noly thit they have ehanged back
to standard time,

Another thing to which T ab.
jeet i8 the language which some
uf the announcers use, not only
the local stations but the hookup
stalions. No wonder the English
people think we use so  much
slang! The children have bocome
“kids"  Money has hecome
“bucks." “heans,” peanuts,” “ma
auln,” of “smackers

The' sporls announcet uses in
one sentence:  “They  trounced
the other team,” or “wallaped"
or “clobbered” thom. And even
Frank Hemingway savs “This
awiy" and “Thataway."

How are the children 1o Tearn
English, when they hear it mur.
dered on the radio and in the
newspapers?

ALBERTA WESTMAN,
Coburg, Ope.

STRANGE BEDFELLOWS
EUGENE (To the Editor)— 1
quit buying your paper since I've
found out your ideals are the
same as that Mr. Morse. This is
written on a posteard — 1 won't
hother to wasle an extra cent on
a letter. Your constant hammer-
ing on Sen. MeCarthy shows ma
you have no dignity as an Amer-

They tend to put you down either
#& an idiol or perhaps & secret
congpiralor against the American
way of life. -

Actually there are hundreds of
thousands of adulls today who
don't drive a car, Some don't
hecause they dislike machinery.
Some don't hecause they have
chauffeurs to do it for them (this
is the class I'm trying fo join),
And some, like a number of air-
plane pilols, simply are afraid of
antnmohiles. .

CAR VS, BARY

Historically speaking, of course,
most of the greal men of the
human race never learned 1o
trive automobiles—such as Julius
Caesar, Napoleon, Galileo, Abra-
ham Lincoln, or, I suspect, even
Albert Einstein, who has done a5
much as any man to unlock the
secrels of the universe,

A car' Is an urgent necessity
foday in most parts of America,
and is becoming Increasingly so.
But il you dwell in the heart of a
hig city, as I do, an automobile
can hecome a financial and
nerve.wrecking nuisance.

It costs me more to feed, water,

ican. At least Joe MeCarthy fighls
against Communism,

Editors such as you #id a great
deal the cause of Communism.
How dno 1 know? You hath hate
the same man, The letter you
hothered to insert in your Editor-
inl Page yesterday by a reader
proves Ihere are o lol of us dis-
gustd at the way you peaple
keep hitling MeCarthy, The man
you should hit is your shameless
pet, Mr. Morse.

JOHN SNYDER,

ED'S NOTE: Whal you say will
rerfainly he news lo Benator
Morse whom  we  have ranked
along with McCarthy as a dema-
Eogue.

HUNTING SEASON
YONCALLA (To the Edilor)—
Last month you printed a poom of
mine and wrote a very nice edi.
torial, so T wondered if you would
like to have another about:
"HUNTING SEASON IN

CGON" . oil, and bed down a car in crowd-
S!?l\-.nw1't12\]:-El;O:\.-or hunting N-i Rannattam jthasdl doest.s The Lord h;;!#-‘_.
Seisbn's (hord. 2 5 haby, and 1'd simply rather haye this felloW {F
Lonk out, everyone, for it's kill- thaibahy: given hif "H.Fﬂﬁl'-‘..
ing time for deer, BEATING THE GAME vantage. He (0es
Hunters, watch carefully, do I find it cheaper fo nuse any have ”n;:b-ﬁg ke
not kil a:doe. number of taxicabs than to sup- United SIHCEEy

The siately stag iz lawhi!, and

acar ' oW e
e el port acar of my own in the sty

it demands, When I come home
in-a cab and pay the driver, I'm
through with the problem of
transportation, 1 don't have to
have my wife come out and
throw sandwiches to me to keep
from starving while 1 circle the
block looking for a parking place.

On motoring trips with a friend
I don't get all tense and upset
because he's doing the steering
and I am not. Most drivers are
that way—they ecan't relax unless
they are at the wheel themselves.
PRO AND CON

When you don't know how fo
drive, your ignorance can be
fquite blissful and refreshing. You
are free fo enjoy the beautiful
scenery, and your friend is free

The Ancient Mariner of fame,
he knew he shouldn't kill

The Albatross so beautiful who
came and wont at will.

It brought him woe, for he ghot
it with his: cross-bow.

So all things bright and beay-
tiful, all creaturss great and
small,

Let's eherish them and keep
them. For “The dear Lord
Who loyveth thom,

“He made and loveth all."

P8, I dedicaled his tn Billy,
my grandson, in Camp Gordon,
Georgia.

BESSIE W. RECORD
Yoncalla, Ore.

Best Part of Motoring
Reserved for Non-D

NEW YORK i—There are few
life than
you
how 1o drive a ear

In ride a horse for the same
reasons T never learned to drive
a car—1 never felt sure [ eould
the road very

sturtled
when they meel a grownup man
who admitted he: can't or won'l
For some reason
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