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Those who know him best think
he prefers power to money; yet
he has voluntarily relinquished
control of New York state, which
is from a political point nf view
the greatest powerhouse and
seedbed of presidents in the

country.
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Perhaps he felt, that having
twice achieved the nomination
for the presidency through nor-

mal channels, he had to wait for
it lo come to him by reason ot
distinguished service. The Su- -
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... Not entirely new is the complaint ot

County Assessor George Stock that he

and his staff can't keep up to par with

property assessments because our coun-

ty budget makers won't supply enough
money to hire enough help.

Not new either is the allegation of

the county commissioners that the pres-

ent budget for the assessor would be
sufficient to get the work done, if he
would organize and operate his staff
more efficiently.

Not entirely new is the joint com-

plaint of the directors of the Oakway
Water and Willakenzie Fire Districts
that the reason for this CHRONIC CON-

DITION in our county government is

ORGANIC inherent in the fact that

county commissioners, though nomi-

nally "chiefs of state" in county govern-
ment have absolutely no control over'

operating methods of subordinates.

(In the several county manager charter
battles, his paper has emphasized that struc-

tural weakness in county government and we.

refer lo it boldly now realizing that Repub-
lican and Democratic pnlilicns will come rush-

ing nut lo scream: "Communism!
Dictatorship!" etc., etc.)

What is spic and span NEW in this
situation is for two official boards in
the study of their own problems to dis-

cover this unpleasant truth about county
government and make bold to state it.

We doubt if the "super-patriots- " will
want to call them for

suggesting that it might be possible to
find something better than the present
setup.

What concerns us all in Lane county
is the utter FOLLY of this condition, for
these reasons:

If these districts arc losing $400,000 in
valuations through failure lo get all proper-lie- s

on tax rolls, Ibis represents approximately
a 10 per cent loss on their total potential.

If the .same percentage applies throughout
Lane county (and there is reason to expect it
does) then the loss on tolal county valuations
now set at $55,033,962 must he somewhere
between five and six million dollars.

This is a loss of considerable consequence
lo cities, school districts and to all of us who
pay taxes.

Apart from all the problems of financing
and management of public functions, there is
the problem of SHEER INJUSTICE because
Ihose who are on the rolls must pay for those
who arc nnl.

These figures, of course, are mere
estimates of possible or probable loss
because as things stand NOBODY
KNOWS. And frankly, the rather bland
attitude of the commissioners that some-

how, in good time "the Lord will pro-
vide" is a bit shocking to us because wc

think somebody besides Mr. Stock
should get excited.

Let's Search for Facts

Shortly after the war there was a

somewhat similar situation. Mr. Stock

brought his troubles to the Eugene
Chamber of Commerce. A committee

got interested. Citizens in various parts
of the county got interested. They laid
the case before the then county court
and the appropriations were "upped."
Much good resulted.

That method might be used again,
but in our opinion it would not be quite
sufficient because of certain compli-

cating factors which have bearing:

Stale lax commission participation with
counties in the huge task of

Lane county's deficient TAX BASE not
the fault of present county officers although
it seems lo set up "mental blocks" against
constructive action, in many directions.

Actual organizational relationships
at the courthouse.

Our suggestion for the present diffi-

culty would be the selection by the

county commissioners of. an impartial
group of citizens to make a careful in-

quiry into the whole situation with a

view to a report upon which construc-

tive action can be started in several
directions:

1. Emergency appropriations if it is found
that present funds are really not sufficient.

2. Organizational reforms, if it is found
that those are needed.

3. Legislative measures to submit to the
1!)55 session if it is thought best to avoid a
county charter and home rule by legitimizing
a few structural changes in county govern-
ment.

In the 1953 session, an effort was
made with Lane county support to
consolidate the tax collecting functions
of the sheriff with the appraisal and
assessment functions of the assessor
but it got no place fast when the power-
ful county lobbies stuck the knife in
deep.

Any change of any kind is going to
encounter the bitter opposition of ignor-
ance, prejudice and entrenched political

at Salem. County charter
government may be the only escape.
But, it would be worth a try to have a

high class citizens group give the coun-

ty's problem the same kind of critical
and careful look-se- c which you would
certainly want in any private business
if you wore told:

"We are losing a lot of money which we
could save by spending a little more money
in a slightly different way, but we'll just have
to endure that because things have always and
will always be done this way."

Sounds kinda silly, what?

Hal Boye
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NEW YORK Wt There are few

greater pleasures in life than
motoring particularly if you
don't know how to drive a car
yourself.
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A whole series of blasts proved
what were the most practical
packages for atomic weapons.

All of this work has permitted
the AEC weapons experts to re-

duce the size of to
where they could be dropped by
every combat-typ- e Air Force
plane flying.

The successful firing ot the
atomic cannon during the last
Nevada tesls was the climax to
earlier work, proving that you
can wrap an atomic blast in a

package about 11 inches in dia-

meter and a few feet long.
In addition lo Ihe scientific in-

formation gained by the tests is
the experience which the services
have had in the handling of live

In the Air Force, for
instance, there is a large corps
of men with actual experience in
handling and dropping live

The army's experience wilh
maneuvers has been invaluable
in demonstrating on "the one hand
that nuclear weapons are less
fearful than at first imagined.
But it has also shown the tactical
experts Ihe best offensive ways
to employ nuclear weapons.

The Army now believes that it
is safe to put troops in slit
trenches within a mile of ground
zero, and probably will do il. Two
miles is the closest troops have
been before, according lo an-

nouncements.
FCDA participation has done

most in alerling citizens to the
real danger of atomic allack and
Ihe need lo support a belter civil
defense program.

WASHINGTON (NEA) The
next series of atomic tests, sched-
uled for 1955, at
the Nevada Proving Grounds,
should produce another major
stride in U. S. atomic weapon de-

velopment.
It could be the most spectacu-

lar continental series of tests yet
conducted, with troops maneuv-

ering within a mile of a blast,
Ihe firing of guided missiles with
atomic warheads, the testing of
atomic antiaircraft shells and the
perfection of already
in the arsenal.

All of these things are consid-
ered by the experts lo bo in the
next logical progression of

development.
The wording of the Atomic

Energy Commission's announce-
ment of the test series makes it
clear that no hydrogen bombs or
thermonuclear devices will be ex-

ploded. It's obvious from recent
tests in the Pacific that hydrogen
bombs arc too powerful to test in
the U. S.

The live testing of nuclear
weapons and devices by the AEC,
in cooperation with the Depart-
ment of Defense and Federal
Civil Defense Administration, has
been one of the most successful
phases of the whole atomic en-

ergy program. Aftor almost every
series there has been a minor
revolution in the weapons sys-
tem.

Some of the earlier tests were
devoted to getting the maximum
boom out of a bomb and finding
out how to use the scarce fission-
able materials most efficiently.

along because it

feeling of supcrioritf.

poral guided missile with a live
atomic warhead in the upcoming
tests. These two weapons have
now been integrated into Army
units in Europe.

There's not much question
about being able lo package an

in the nose of a missile,
il having been done in an artil-

lery shell. But Ihe actual firing
nf a missile is far more complex
than the shooting nf a projectile
out of a cannon.

If it's proved in Nevada next
February that a tactical atomic
missile can be bunched and det-

onated successfully the nation is
a major slop toward the ultimate
goal in this new weapons system
field, which is a strategic inter-
continental atomic missile.

The rumor that there might be
an atomic antiaircraft shell test-

ed hints of an equally significant
development. If this is done suc-

cessfully in Nevada in February
it means that America's defense
against attack by swarms of Rus-

sian fighters is immensely
strengthened.

The mere knowledge lhat the U.
S. posses such an antiaircraft
weapon would be a major deter-
rent lo a mass bomber attack on
Ihe U. S.

In the broad sense Ihe Penta-
gon will be eagerly watching the
next Nevada series because re-

sults could mean further budget
cuts if they show that the new
family nf really do
give a lot more bang for a buck.
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a car. Boyle
My altitude isn't based on any

hope that the horse will stage a
comeback as America's most
popular vehicle. I never learned
to ride a horse for the same
reasons t never learned to drive
a car I never felt sure I could

keep either on the road very
long.

NOT EXCEPTIONAL .

People always seem startled
when they meet a grownup man
who admitted he can't or won't
drive a car. For some reason
they also get mildly indignant.
They tend to put you down cither
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In 1952, we the people approved a law
which voted a 6 mill limit on any prop-
erty tax which the State of Oregon might
want to levy for state operations, as dis-

tinguished from counties, cities or
schools. The idea was lo keep the stale
wilh its threatened deficits from hog-

ging properly tax revenues needed at
local levels.

In the 1953 Legislature, they tight-
ened up the wording a bit and submit-
ted it lo the people as another addition
to Section 11, Article XI of the Constitu-
tion. We are "AGIN" IT!"

(How can wc take this position when wc
supported the law for the same purpose which
was approved by the people in 1!)52?)

Doggone il, when you've go! a per

fectly good law for a given purpose, why
try to embalm it in the Constitution.
Here is a living example of the ABUSE
of constitutional law which we dis-

cussed in connection with the preceding
measure on this ballot. This measure
represents the effort of certain interest-
ed groups to FREEZE this limitation,
put it out of reach ot legislative change,
and make it as difficult as possible for
the people themselves to change.

So we are going to VOTE NO on this
No. 5. As a law, the limit on state
property tax is okay, under present cir-

cumstances. As part of the constitution,
it could be a costly barrier lo construc-
tive action under conditions which we
cannot foresee now.

How do I know? You both hate
Ihe same man. The letter you
bothered lo insert in your Editor-
ial Page yesterday by a reader
proves there are a lot of us dis-

gusted at the way you people
keep hilling McCarthy. The man
you should hit is your shameless
pet, Mr. Morse.

JOHN SNYDER.
ED'S NOTE: What you say will

certainly be news lo Senator
Morse whom we have ranked
along wilh McCarthy as a

Publil
of freedom.- -

CAR VS. BABY

Historically speaking, of course,
most of the great men of the
human race, never learned to
drive automobiles such as Julius
r XT r.nlilnn Akr.

emeyer.

Wc cannot m'J;
ham Lincoln, or, I suspect, even placently c0rtl!:
Albert Einstein, who has done as ships to insur..!,;
mnu . it- tt.a nra9t asset wbici"
jnuvii aa anj man lu uuivtiv u.v i.u -
secrets of the universe. supremacy at

A car is an urgent necessity B. Carney.

today in most parts of America
KcrH--and is becoming increasingly so. 71,0 war in

But if you dwell in the heart of a f0r (he first time w

BANG DISEASE
SPRINGFIELD (To the Edi-

tor) This poem by Edgar A.
Guest was sent to me by my
mother recently, when I was
lamenting my fate as a hunter's
"widow," while my husband was
suffering from "Bang!" disease,
buck fever, or whatever they
suffer from in hunting season:

HUNTING SEASON

How patient women all must
be, who live wilh hunting
men;

And through the season have
to see them go for ducks
again!

They know when they get
home once more, if but their
aim to be true,

Their men will pass to them
the chore of feathering to do.

How patient women all must
be, about this time of year,

Who stand beside the door
and sec their men go after
deer.

There's danger in Ihe forest
deep, from careless boys and
men.

And they won't know a good
night's sleep, till they get
home again.

Yet men arc horn from year to
year, to turn away from
home.

To hunt the duck, and for a
deer, the forest (rails to roam.

And it is every woman's fate,
whose husband camping
goes,

To sit at home to watch and
wait, until the season's close.

MERLA WILE,
Springfield, Ore.

uig cuy, as l ao, an autoniuunc worm is and

Years ago when I was booking
amateurs we had lo put. them on
the stage, sometimes for months
before a talent scout would pick
them up. I would like to sec
more advertising like that. Evi-

dently A. E. Hugill did not have
any loved ones trying out. It
makes a difference whose foot
the shoe is on. I did not have
anybody trying out either, but I
enjoyed the programs.

I don't think our programs are
letter perfect, but. I think they
are pretty good. The part I ob-

ject to is the pro-
grams messing up our schedule,
now that they have changed back
to standard time.

Another thing to which I ob-

ject is the language which some
of the announcers use, not only
the local stations but the hookup
stations. No wonder the English
people think we use so much
slang! The children have become
"kids." Money has become
"bucks," "beans," peanuts," "

of "smackers."
The sports announcer uses in

one sentence: "They trounced
the other team," or "walloped"
or "clobbered" them. And even
Frank Hemingway says "This-away- "

and "Thataway."
How are the children to learn

English, when they hear it mur-
dered on the radio and in the
newspapers?

ALBERTA WESTMAN,
Coburg, Ore.
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'PROMOTION MEASURES'
Measures initiated by special groups, Legislature after much study and dis- -

we classify as "promotion measures" to cussion in the Legislature. Promotion
distinguish them from those which have measures should always receive extra
been submitted to (he people by the scrutiny.

No. 6 Establishing Daylight Saving Time, Yet?

The Lord IW'
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out. war he has

AHGen.

HUNTING SEASON
YONCALLA (To Ihe Edilor)-L- ast

month you printed a poem of
mine and wrote a very nice edi-

torial, so I wondered if you would
like to have, another about:

"HUNTING SEASON IN
OREGON"

Summertime is over, hunting
season's here,

Look out, everyone, for it's kill-

ing time for deer.
Hunters, watch carefully, do

not kill a doc.
The stalely slag is lawful, and

he knows friend from foe.

The Ancient Mariner of fame,
ho knew he shouldn't kill

The Albatross so beautiful who
came and went at will.

It brought him woe, for he shot
it with his cross-bow- .

So all things bright and beau-
tiful, all creatures great and
small,

Let's cherish them and keep
them. For "The dear Lord
Who lovcth them,

"He made and lovcth all."

P.S. I dedicated this to Billy,
my grandson, in Camn Gordon.

was". .r

ean become a financial and
g nuisance.

It costs me more to feed, water,
oil, and bed down a car in crowd-
ed Manhattan than it does a

baby, and I'd simply rather have
the baby.
BEATING THE GAME

I find it cheaper to use any
number of taxicabs than to sup-

port a car of my own in the style
it demands. When I come home
in a cab and pay the driver, I'm
through with the problem of

transportation. I don't have to
have my wife come out and
throw sandwiches to me to keep
from starving while I circle the
block looking for a parking place.

On motoring trips with a friend
I don't get all tense and upset
because he's doing the steering
and I am not. Most drivers are
that way they can't relax unless
they are at the wheel themselves.

PRO AND CON
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This is a measure for a law, initiated
oy Junior Chambers of Commerce
throughout the state of Oregon. It would
repeal the year-roun- d Standard Time
taw which the Granges and labor unions
sponsored in 1952 which wc the peo-

ple ratified 399,981 to 256,931 and
sstablish DST from 2 a.m. on the last
Sunday each April to 2 a.m. on the last
Sunday each September.

Much as wc admire the Jaycecs wc
:an't buy this one! Somebody is sure to

;isk:

"Well, haven't the DST fans just as much
ight to have the issue submitted in their

I am an - . i

Sure they have! No vote is ever final
past the next election. The people often
change their minds. We arc glad to see
this measure on the ballot as a positive
statement for DST even though we
doubt if people will like it any better
than two years ago.

We just don't go for DST! Yep, old
fashioned! Never did sec the sense of
trying to kid yourself by jiggering a
clock! If wc want to get up before dawn
wc can any day in the year. So unless
the WHOLE NATION goes for DST we
think it's cockeyed! Put the prod on Con-

gress, boys and we'll be right with you.
Meantime we VOTE NO on No. 6!

It (Comrfljt

strange Bedfellows
EUGENE (To the Editor) I

quit buying your paper since I've
found out your ideals are the
same as that Mr. Morse. This is
written on a postcard I won't
bother to waste an extra cent on
a letter. Your constant hammer-
ing on Sen. McCarthy shows me
you have no dignity as an Amer- -

-
When vnu rlnn't know hnw to weaves ana . s.

DIG THIS RHUBARB
COBURG (To the Editor) 1

read with interest A. E. Hugill's
letter from Springfield, about
"those programs." His lament
was that all the stations were
tied up with the amateur pro- -

Georgia.
drive, your ignorance can be ishing body1)Cit, (rfi

quite blissful and refreshing. You below
are free to enjoy the beautiful and uses " pjrords and voted on as did the Standard fans?" BESSIE W. RECORD

Yoncalla, Ore. scenery, ana your lriena is iree


